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supported with soft loans and training schemes with adequate resources and evaluation. 62

The Culture of Violence

Somc have suggested that efforts to reduce gun death and injury must also consider primary
demand. It has been suggested that “gun culture™ is largely an American construct®3 which is
reinforced by the absence of effective laws and the normalization of violence. Much of the demand
for guns, particularly military weapons and handguns which serve little practical purpose, may be
fucled by violent movies and television which tends to link heroism with guns and violence.04 In
passing their recent fircarms regulation law, the British were cexplicit: they saw in it a rejection of
Amecrican style “gun culture.” The suggestion that there is a link between valucs and gun violence

1S noL ncw. :
By our readiness (o allow arms to be purchasced at will and fired at whim: by
allowing our movies and television screens to tcach our children that the hero is one
who masters the art of shooting and the techniquc of killing... we have created an
atmosphere in which violence and hatred have become popular past times

- Martin Luther King, November, 1963 65

Gartner has suggested that the effects of gun control laws are, therefore, both direct and indircct
because of the important interaction between laws and values: countries with stricter controls send
a signal about the acceptability of violence in the same way legislation has been observed to have
long term cffects on other behaviours such as smoking, drunk driving, and drug abuse®® Stricter
controls on fircarms both shape and reflect values. ' ;

The trony in this is that countries with strict controls, such as Great Bri tain, tend to be able to pass
additional controls on fircarms quickly and with relative ease. Countrics without effective controls,
such as the United States, have more guns and higher rates of gun death and i njury. They also
have cffcctive opposition to stricter controls. This principle also operates within countries. For
cxample, in Canada the strongest opposition to chan ges to the law came from Alberta, the province
with the highest rate of gun ownership and onc of the highest rates of gun-rclated death and injury.
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