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suppor(cd with soft loans and training schcmes with adequate resources and evaluation. 62

The Culture of Violence
Somlc have suggcstcd that efforts to reduce gun dcath and injury must also consider primary
denmand. It lia.- been suggestcd that "gun cul turc" is largcly an Amcrican construct6 3 which is
r-cinl'ortced bv thc absenice of effective laws and the normalization (if violcncc. Much of the dciland
for gunrs. particularly inilitary wecapons and handguns which scrv'c lîttlc practical purpose, may bc
f ucIcd by violent movics and telcvision which tcnds to link heroisrn with pris and violence.64 In
pasing ilicir rcccnt firearms rcgulation law, the British were cxplicit: thcy saw in it a rejection of
Amerc-iaýn.stylc "guri culture." The suggestion that thecre is a link bctvcen values and gun violec
is flot nc%\,.

By our rcadincsç bo alloiv armns to bc purchascd at will and fircd at whim; byzallowving our movies and television scrccns to teach our childrcn that theheoiocwho masters the art of shooxting and thc technique of kîlling... we have created anatmosphere in whîch violence and hatred have become popular past times
- Martin Luther King, Nov'embcr, 1963 6)5

Ciartncr has.suggestcd that thc effeets or gun control laws arc, thcrcforc, both direct and indirect
bccaiusc <of, thic important interaction betvccn laws and values: countries with stricter con trois send
a signal about the acccptability of violence in the same way legislation has been observed to have
long terni clffects on other behaviours such as smoking, drunk driving, and drug abuse66 Stricter
controls on firearms both shape and refleet values.

The ir-ony in this is that countries wiUi strict controls, such as Great Britain, tend to be able to pass
additional contrais on fircarms quickly and with relative ease. Countries without effective controls,
such as tic United States, have more guns and highcr rates of gun death and injury. They also
have effective opposition to stricter controls. This principle also operates within countries. For
cxam pic, in Canada the strongest opposition to changes to the law came from Alberta, the province
with the highcst rate of gun ownership and one oi the highest rates of gun-rclated death and injury.


