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THE bEPAFRTMEN1? OF~ EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

istor.icaI Backgroundl 'Ihe gradual recogr
riony in initernational

Frein Confederation until 1926, Canada&s of Canadian' respànsiI
osittion in the British Empire was that of pason inevitable.
seIf..governing dominion whose externa te- :increasingly apparent
ations were directed and cdrftrolled by the couldno lon9ger he cor
mpe±'ial Governent in Great fritain, thr4ough British iplçxatic ar
he Colonial Office and its agent the Goverrnbr The'nèw Dêpartmn~t b,
eneral. Partly becaiise of its increasing 1~im- agency for the direct
ortance in world affairs, antd partl1y oLüt of a da 's exernai affairs,
rowing désire for autonomous status,'which - In 1921, the Offi
ad been fosterediparti!ularI>' dtirig the ( :ionek ini Londoni vas
irst World War, Canada sought, within the -ex- of the lepartment., In
sting constitiJtionaI framdwork1 of the EkI- Officer (subs&quently
ire, tchave à fuller! coltr±oI ove~r its own sinative)'was a pd
xternal reIatioshi'ps. -préen t Caad a výi

-At first, in the early 1900's, tYi meey Lage»smbisa-
ook the 1fÔrm of impro'ved administrative ma- 6enntifrdc
hiriery 'at home. The first suggetion4 4rat a egeo Ntosa
eparate departm~ent~ of extrna farsb aýu fie
stablished, ontihe péédent of~ thedoenet Afrt'e dac
tructure~ in~ Astrali, cae from Si oseh lpet aea h

ope , th en U nd e r -iS ec re ta4 ry of S t a te ' i nl 19 0 . r a h ' t e I m ri

ethod of dealhng with the extra aaias of 1 éaeýll h
anada. the So4tenmreign~. Ii r

Ini May 190O9, undei th arerGvrmet )a theuniteKr
hich introdued teBlParliament autho wihu' ereet

iternal Afair. 'Ihe title indi$ate th t i rsh taýtaa
as to deal vj.th Canada's.rel qtio ~' ith ote r o1repnenefo
overnm~ents vithin th Briis Epire as wel, i Loýo an fo ýf
s with foreijgi poes The Act creat.1k the ýd44ressed to th S


