
Chilean Mining: Supply and Demand f~or Mininig Equipmcifl and Services

The mneral nsfer saftwasbuilt from teextraction level to thetnsport lev&lwtha length of 515
mtrand the flotation capacity of the El Cobre conoentrating plant was increased.

t)lsputada will set up an Oxidlzed Mineral Treatmnent Plant at El Soldado with a US$ 15 million
investnent. The project is designed to produce 3,5ffl tpy of copper cathodes by heap leachin&, solvent
extraction and electrowlnnlng. The plant's start- up is planned for the flrst quarter of 1993.

5.4 million tons with an average grade of 142% were processedi at El Soldado i 1991. Production of
concentrates was 214,731 tons containing 65,921 tons of fine copper.

11.2.5.3 Chagrs.
Along with the expansion of Los Bronces, Uisputada i studying expansion of the Chagres Smelter

located next to the Aconcagua
River in the Fifth Region. The feasibility study requested of Davy MacKee concluded that the

lnvestmnent ncsayfor the project would b. US$ 176 million to triple current capacity from~ 47 tosn
tons to 125 thuadtons of bluster copper as of 199>4.

Thetediogy to bused isan Outkumpu flash furacewich will replace theexisting reverberatory
flimace. It also includes installation of an oxygen plant, cooling systems, a new acid plant, and a casting
wheel. Personnel training wlll cost another US$ 5 million.

The incorporation of flash tecbnology and expansion of the sulfuric acid plant's capacity willIuake it
possible to inreseth recovery of sulfur contalned in concentrates to 95%. Currently, as much as 75% has

Produmction ef si*lfuric acid would increase from thie current 66 tbousand tpy to 300>usn tpy.
The Canadlan company, SNC-Lavalin, has recently been award<ed the bid for: thegnerig

equipplng and cosrcto0f the sulfùric acid plant for the Chagres smelter. This is a S 23 mnillboi
operation.

The exaso f the imelter w$l make lb pssible toices the agrgte ana value~ of
Disutaa'sproucton y aprxiratey U$ 5 milio.Petail studies were intatdi April, 1991.

ofblse copperuand 20333tons of cpper cnetas, as well as 69,387 tn fslui cd
Production of fine copper was 107,13 osotie in 1991 by poesn . ilo oso ie

with an average grade of 1.38%.

The hages meler reaed 42,39 tns f cncetrae, ainy fom E Sodad. Bistr podutio

was 5,648ts


