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Indian treaties
Early in the settlement of North

America, the British recognized, as
a matter of policy, an Indian inter-
est in the lands the tribes occu-
pied-which could be relinquished
only by agreement with the Indians,
and then only to the Crown. This
gave rise ta the practice of making
agreements or treaties, as they
were afterwards called, with varlous
Indian tribes. The policy began in
British colonial times in what is
now the United States and was
afterwards introduced into Canada.

As settlement began in what
later become southern Ontario,
treaties were made with the Indians

had any titie and considered the
land question settled with the set-
ting aside of reserves. However, in
1926 a special committee of the
Senate and House of Commons
recommended that, in lieu of treaty
moneys payable in other areas, a
sum of $100,000 be expended
annually for the benefit of B.C.
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