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Canada proposes world videotex marriage to crate global super systemn

Communications Minister Francis Fox
bas called on supporters of the world's
Major competing videotex systemns to
combine their efforts to create a new
global super-standard for videotex. Speak-
iflg recently to delegates at VIDCOM '82,
the International Videocommunications
Congress, in Cannes, France, Mr. Fox
said it was "time for détente in the inter-
national videotex standards arena".

The minister said that the videotex in-
clustry had grown to the point where
there were more than 125 000 users of
different forms of videotex <two-way
television and computer information
'ystems) in 18 countries. Also, nearly one
Million people wvere using the one-way
broadcast version of the. technology,
knoCwn as teletext.

T$lidon's success
Mr- Fox noted that Canada's Telidon
tehnology had been sold in Canada,

heUnited States, Britain, Venezuela,
4tzerland, West Germany, Japan and

Aýlistralia and that despite global eco-
nOnniic conditions, the international
ýideotex industry was poised for rapid
9rOwth and would probably be a multi-
billion dollar market by the end of the
decade. H-owever, h. said there were still
tejrtain obstacles to the development of
th industry, one of which was the un-

"tainty among potential investors
%led by the international debate over
tecbnical standards.

"I believe the time has corne for us to
% the. old disagreements Ibehind us, to

"mbe our strengths and- to w'ork to-
er to create universal videotex super-

%dards that would meet ail our needs.
rnproposing a form of international

teematrimony, an open-sstems mar-
r9eof videotex networks built te dif-
feetstandards that would allow the

ýrtnts of videotex data bases in each
ýýinto be shared by users in other
lns, Mr. Fox said.

Ve in Canada recognize that this will
9re a lengthy and arduous courtship,"
e 'et on. "At present, as you are aware,

tevorld seems divided into tiie Euro-
4nand North American camps. But
14ecamps are themselves the result of
qeful compromise among nations
h dffering priorities and interests."

ýQOenco-operation
4r ox noted that the European Con-
l eeleof Post and Telecommunications
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Administrations (CEPTI had devised a
standard that is a "super-set" of the
British Prestel and French Antiope stand-
ards to bring technical compatibility to
the videotex systems of Europe. "Simi-
larly, the North American Videotex/
Teletext Presentation Level Protocol
Syntax (NA-PLPS) has been arrived at
after lengthy technical debate and nego-
tiation among videotex experts in Canada
and the. United States."

The NA-PLPS standard, based largely
on the advanced Canadian Telidon
graphics technique, was announced joint-
ly by representatives of the Canadian
Standards Association and the American
National Standards Institut. in June at
the Videotex '82 conference in New
York. Many of the largest communica-
tions and computer comparues in North
America have announced plans to use this
standard in videotex and teletext systems
to be Iaunched in the. coming year. Tii.
Canadian videotex industry has seld both

rived at based upon the. principte of the,
co-existence and preservation of aIl the.
individual features of the original PresteI
and Antiope systems, se can a juat and
acceptable worid super-standlard b.

achieved through the marriage of the
CEPT and North American standards
based upon the same principle of pre-
serving the integrity of both standards
and the rights of ail parties," Mr. Fox
said. He announced that Canada's delega-
tion to the next meeting of the Interna-
tional Consultative Committee on Tele-
graphns and Telephones (CCITT) in
Geneva in November would make pro-
posais in this regard. The US delegation
was expected to make similar proposais,
Mr. Fox said.

"The. international videotex industry
has corne of age in the past few years.
The uncertainties of our techniîcal adoles-
cence are behind us. Now is the time for
us to form a mature partnership of
equals, in order that we may concentrate
on the challenges of spreading the bene-
f its of videotex around the world."

Mr. Fox also visited Algeria to discuss
areas where the Canadian Broadcastinig
Corporation and Canadian companies
coutd provide technical advice in the
development of Algeria's national broad-
cast ing system.

Asia Pacific Foundation study

The text of a study prepared by John
Bruk of Vancouver on the. feasibility of
establishing an Asia Pacific Foundation
has been released by Deputy Prime
Minister and Secretary o~f State for
Externat Affairs Allan J. MacEachen.
The work was undertaken by Mr. Bruk at
the invitation of Mr. MacEachen's prede-
cessor, Mark MacGuigan. in October 198 1.

The idea of establishing an Asia Pacific
Foundation has been discussed for some
time as a means of enhancing the. relation-
ship between Canada and the countries of
Asia and the Pacific, a region of growing
importance for Canada both pelitlcally
and economically. Such a foundation,
while somewiiat removed from govern-
ment, woutd enjoy support from the
various levels of government and the.
privato sector.

The study requesis the. immediate
setting up of a board of founding di-
rectors who woulâ seek incorporation of
the foundation. It is also asking the
federal governiment to commit $20
million (Cdn) over three years and that
provincial and territorial governments
match the. federal donation.

Mr. Bruk's study is being reviewed by
the government whicii will announce its
response to his reconm.ndations in the
next few weeks.


