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Many teachers appear to think that the time spent in the
class room is all that is necessary to be given for the salary
received. If this is all that any teacher intends to perform,
the sooner he changes his condition, the better for him and
the school. Any person who enters the schoolroom should
be willing and desirous to fit himself for the work to be done
or not enter it at all. He must make adequate daily prepar-
ation. There is always enough to annoy a teacher in the
daily routine without his having to puzzle over the subject
matter to be taught. A teacher who prepares his work has
a confidence in himself that inspires confidence in the scholars.
Let a teacher show that he is bothered or worried and his
cause is very much hindered.

Many teachers are obliged to study because they took up
the work of teaching without being properly prepared. They
were satisfied to make merely a pass mark at the Provincial
examinations, and, consequently, if they expect to succeed
at all, a great deal of studying must be done at home.
work unduly tires the teacher, and, perhaps, leads to a nervous
break-down. Thorough preparation should be made before
taking up the work of teaching. After that the chief concern
will be about the manner of presenting the subjects. He
can then find time for the other duties of a school tmcher.
one of which is to do a certain amount of reading on subjects
not specially connected with his daily program.

Unless the teacher reads widely, he is not competent to
direct the scholars to the best articles in literatyre, in poetry,
prose, or fiction. Since there is so much that is far from
uplifting in fiction the teacher should be able to direct the
scholars to the works of really great merit, such as those of
Scott and Dickens. He should be prepared to select the
proper books for a school library. He should read the latest
scientific articles, and should place them within the reach
of all scholars capable of understanding them. Disregarding
the good effect on the scholars of extensive reading on the
part of the teacher, he himself will derive immense benefit,
gaining greater freedom and power in every soctal or public
gathering.

The teacher should ﬁnd time to visit the homes of the
people in the community. He can thus get a good idea of
the needs of the children, of the conditions of their home life.
Thus his sympathies will be enkindled toward some children
whom he could not like nor understand previously. The
scholars will feel that the teacher is interested in their welfare,
and a better feeling is sure to be established. He can often
obtain the sympathy and co-operation of parents who
hitherto had opposed his work in the section.

Every country community should have some kind of an
organization for mutual improvement. The teacher should
encourage and assist any such movement, and where no such
organization exists, he should upe his influence to bring it
about. Let him encourage the boys and the girls to take
some part in the debates and the readings, to discuss current
events, and to understand how to preside over public
assemblies. Many a bookworm, who can make a grand

showing at the examinations, is of little use when appearing .

before an audience, and this diffidence is often due to lack
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of training. At such gatherings as I have mentioned many"
a youth has found himself, realized his powers, and pmceeded
to develop them.
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