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salary in the West, st docs ïîot nican such a princely
àacome as one would at first imagine. It is next
to impossible for a young lady to finid rooni anîd
board in a city such as Calgary- or Vancouver at
lms than $35 per month, unless,, perhaps, she
succee ds in clubbing with other girls and rents a
suite of rooms and prepares lier own nmeals.

The Salaries here for men start at $8b0o to $1.32
per annuin, according to, position lield, and increase
ho a maium of $2,iôo to $2,4oo per annum.
Lady heachers start at $b6o 10, $720 and reach a
maximum of $900 10, $960, accordug to position.
In the high school the ladies receive f rom $î,o8o ho
$lMof, but these positions are naturally assigncd
10 meni wherever possible.

Owing to the rainy season and the short period
of daylight during the wuntcr months, the school
hours vary.. Ini spring and-fali thc public scbools
run f rOm 9 10 3.30,, with monning and afîernoon
recesses. 'Iu wlnter, 9.3o to 3, with monang recesa
.onJy. The high school runs f romi 9 to 3 throughout
the year.

The tcxts in the elcmcntary schools are very
siilar 10 those of New Brunswick, but the organ-
izaion of our course of study is not nearly so corn-
Plete. The readers, geography and grammar are
the saine in British Columbia, Alberta and New
Brunswick.

>The f ree-text systern bas been adopted in British
Cohimbia and Alberta. Ini thc latter province the
text which are supplicd f ree become thc property
of the pupils receiving them, wbile ini British
Columbiaà they are mcrcly loaned t0 the pupils and
mai51 be handed ini at the close of the school year
Or u1PO.alcaving scbool. On account of pupils being
forced 10, use books previotisly used by others, it is
niot uncommnon to find f romn sixty 10 cigty per
cent. of a class supplyung their own books. The
Alberta systcmi works out much better ini practice
and is a source of far less worry to the teachers.
None of the western provinces have reached 'the
stage where thcY Select school texts because of
their chcapness, and it is to be hopcd for Uic *sake
of Our schools that it will be a long lime befôre
poliical squabbling shail enter the arena of our
Public schools. Politicians may understand the
construction of railroads and the development of
lte cuntry's resources generally, but I fear too few
of themn have lte educational qualifications ho enable
them to' determine from a psychological stand-
point wbat ia best'for the education of- the youth
of the land. In Alberta politics do not enter into

thie sclhi'd. ibr igltc!ït appointinents at the d&S-
posai of the goversilnîeut being given to the m
best qualilwict ilt the positiS~s.
.Thîc~e î .1% ;rt4lnitfor many firstrate <ccher
who arc willisig t put forth their best energies in
a new and rapidly developing country. The chance
of advancenient fur efficient teachers ane biner
hee tlîan in ilie East, but the incompetetnt my a
well rcmnai where they are. H. P. Dos.u

Lord Robrrts SchxxI, Vancouver, B. c.

Concert Recitatias.
Tc? the Edutoer-:-The contribution oni concert

recitatkinini the January RzvEw impIies, in muy
opinion, ail that is desirable to say on the subject
The method of analysis, now in general use, teache.
the sentence as a wbole, ýhen the separate words of
the sentences. and Iastly the letters of thewords,
so that the knowledge of letters is imparted
through the spelling and dues not precede 1.

But a question may arise, and evidoetly tlls là
thc point at issue in the question,-should - at a
series of lessns be given at the beginning of the
first school ycar, ini which a knowlcdge of die
letters is imparted as the primary object; and smot
not this work be completed, before the spehlhîg 'u
sûch begins? 1Ido not believe it Msi accrdauc e
with any authorized method to proceed otherwbse

By means of a daily oral driU of fifteoe or
twcnty minutes a dais can be taught the orl
spelng of a great nimber of words withomat a
sight knowledge of the letter naines. B-i-r-d, bird;
b-i-r-d, bird; s-i-n-g-s, sangs; sin--,sifgs; and
the pupils do not know r froin g, or bird from
sings, if called upon' to distinguish thbm in<h
printed or wnîtten forms. Now, is il mot ,nainly
the deceptive concert work which naul=tisa
possibility, and even a probability?

Visualizaticm wdlI, doubtless, corne lat 'r on, 4Md
the spelling thus learned may mlo be useks.
à.gvertheless, this is a vcry objectionable p0n0
and the principa objection is utd the sodi
waste of tinire nvolvede but the dcadcnlug ffect
of this protracted mechanical work on the utiIds
of the pupils. Tbey. have. been trou" nd t he on#i
so to SPeak. With what difficulty -wlfl <hue
chidren afterwards be led to take a <manige
interestî in real, live school work!1

In regard to the promotion of pupih of the it«
grade, I wonder if it aswi< l iw f<oefc~
to malce oral spelling the sole spellhng test.

Charlottetown, P. E. I. IL M. T.
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