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JEmglish Literture in the Lower Grades.

TENNYSON'S MÂ1Y QUIuEx.

Froni very eariy times it was the cuatomn ini Engiaut
to welcowne the coming of the moenth ef May, with its
pleasant weathier, its b)lossomai, and ail its sweet mcunds,
sights and sineils, by certain coremonies. One old
writer tells us that as soon as May came, IlEvery
parish, Wown and village, assembled thenislves together,
both men, women aud children, old aud young **

and they go, sone, to the woods and groves, smre to
tire hbis aud mounitainis, soines te one place, Some to
anothér, where they ,;pend ail the nighit in pastimes;
ln the rnoriug they return bringing witb thein buche,
boughs and branches of trees to deck their assemblies
withai" 'Many of our older pocs, Chaucer aud Shakos-
peurs and others, speak oif these pretty customns, undt
hers, we have our last great peet writlîïg about how
MiaydaLy Wassentre kept in the villages of England.
A tall pole wreathed withi flowers and ribbous, would
be set up iu an open greeni space, and the yoong people
would dance aud play grimes around it. The pretticet
girl, or the, nwost pepular eue, was chosen as Queen cf
the May and crowrned with flowers.

Notice what clear pictures of the springtixie corne
before tire xick girl, an(d how these pictures differ fiem
tbe eues that we would (!,il up iu tbinking cf or
spriugs. What trees and flowers do you think of when
you picture the mnth of MUay?

Explain the Iiue, IlAnd thre swallow 'iii cerne back
again wit.h sinmmer o'er tire wave.»

Whiat hirds corne Wo us iu the ýSpringï Can yen tel]
where you rnighit ice themn, and what sounde they will
rnaie, as tht, poem dees about the Ilbuilding rok" and
tire " tuftet ployer.»

Compare the pictures of early mrening and evening
ln verses 6 and 7.

With what words dees the phrase, Ilbeneath the
walng lighit» go î

What doos I thought to pas away " mean t Po
you. remiember any ocher expressions that are used in-
stead of Ilpas8 away V' Exiplain IIthlough my iump was
lighited latte."

Cari you tel why the line " Wi]d flowers iu the val-
ley fer other handa than mine" seeme discouneoted
Where does the asat line of the poeni corne from ?I.

The whole of the pe<, as Tennysen wrote it, is flot
given bere : if yen will readit Lal] lu a copy cf bis
i4drks, vou will find more pictiares ef the country lite
that the poet knew ahit tcved; the truith and heauty of
his -writing about treès, flowes, birds, and ail the.

beauty of nature, are aînong his chief glories as a poet.

"We 're made so that we love
First, when we see themn painted,

Things we have passed
Perhaps a hundred times

Nor cared Wo 80e,"

and it is true aise, that we may see a thing many time%
and flot notice it, or rare about it, till moine poet who
!4ees things more clearly, more rightlIy than other people,
cornes and shows us how te look at it.

In a pretty story, called IlCranford " which you
must read when you are older, there is an anecdote
about Tennyson that illustrates t.his. The young lady
who is telling the story has gone out for a walk wltb a
queer old gentleman whom she is visiting:

Hie waiked before me with a etooping gait, bis banda clagped
behind him, and as somae tree, or cloud, or glimps at distant
upland pasturea mbruck im, lie quoted poetry to himmseif; say-
ing it out loud, in a grand sonorous voice, with juet the emn-
plis that true feeling and appreciation give.

We camne upon an old cedar tree whieh stood at one end of
the~ bouse;

"More black than ash-buds in the front of March,
A. cedair spread bis dark-green layero of shae."

Capital terni, Illayers." Wonderf ni man!
1 put in an senting Il Wonderful," thougb I knew nothing

about it.
Hie turned sharp' tound. IlAy! you may say 'Wonderful!'

Now, what cotor are ash-buds in March ?':
Is-the mnan golng mad ? tbought 1. IlWhat color are they,

1 say," repeated hie vebemently.
IlI amn mure 1 don't kucw, sir ;" mid 1 witb the mSke8es of!

ignorance.
I knew you didn't. No more did 1, an oid foot that I amn,

tilt this young man cornes and tlls me. Black as ash-buds
in Marcb. And I've lved ail my life lu the country. Blaeki
they are jet-blaek, madlan." LA RROISN

Ohildren always like a teaclier wbo knows how to
Imaire themn mind. They enjoy being under discipline
whioh la firm, just, and constant, whicb respects neither
age, cothes, nor names, but holds the qntire school
under the sarne just and reasonable law.-tzoiLc ScIhool
Advocac.

The following five questions should be frequently
asked by teuchers in self.examnatiofcu.

"When a chlld, bow did I behave at scbo>1t
"PH 1 then tinderstafld àt once everythirig the

teacher said? "
IlDid 1 love ai iny toachersi»
"If net, wby flot ?"
" Did any of rny teachers ever make a istk
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