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paper at the end of the first year's elementary instruc-
tion in pbysiology. Of ten questions, eight relate to
drinking and smoking: the pbyoiology is a mere side
issue. These eidren, who onght to have about s
mîîch knowledge of suich matters as they should of
the methods in vogue at the stock exohange, are
actlîaîîy ftrced to learn by rote the details o!, human
vic; and that, too, under the namne o! "1physiology,"
the only science which tbey learo. Unconsciononee,
naivele, ie the symbol of childhood. The fact that
pliysiology, even if well taught, tendu to deetroy this
trait je the chie! objection to its early study. Instruc-
tion, sucb as the above implies, crushes the moot
valuable trait in the child, directs ite curiosity to
what is morbid, and forces into precociousevo-
ment ail its dangerousi elements. Iot engueth.at
the newspaper and the dime novel proclaim in Iring1

colore the story of crime and Smn: some notiono 'the,
perversity o! buman nature muet be mized with the
food o! babes. That the resuit o! this teaching is8
to excite in the cbildren a morbid curiosity to experi-

-4nent for themeelves in such matters; or (with1 the!
boys) to regard the whole thing as a lesson in 116goody-
goodynesa," to _which tbey forthwith decide to show
themeelveo superior; or to regard their father, wbo.ý
takes hie glass o! wine at dinner, as an incipient1
crimina,-tbis could easily have been foreseen, and'
goes without saying. If theize je one method better
than ail othors to produce a race o! drunkards, this
bas good dlaims to that distinction. If there is adegree
o! wrong in such superlatively perverse methède, then
i t i8 stili worse that the fair ilame o! science ehbould be
outraged in this cause. Not only that this kind of
teaching necesarily depende upon catechism methoda
(that tfte answer to the second question, for example,
is to read that the especilâl pernicionsneas of cigarettes
jes duiio to th e fact th at they are made of decayed cigar
stumps), but that the entire ides o! science thns
implanted je as wrongî as it well can be. Better far
revert to the old daye when there waa no science on
the curriculum than have science thas taught. The
crowning educational virtue of science je that it leade
to the use o! scientiflo methoda o! teaching: this
usurper choke8 up ail possibility of an inteirest in
the scientiflo. The detemperance"p question its doubt-
lesa one o! the xnost important with which our age
has to deal; aufflciently important, perhaps to make
8omie consideration o! iL in the public sehools a
legitimate proceeding, but it must be doue at the
rigbt time and in the proper way. Nothing- ean
excuse the conversion of a text-book on -phy8iooy
into a Iltemperance " tract: nothing can excuse the
sacrilege o! presenting this story o! di8gasting vice

under the name o! Il"science. "-ienceé
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