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NOVEL FEATURE IN_ MUNICIPAL

CONVENTION.
The American Society for Municipal Improvemontsat Its convention held ln St. I4ouis, Oet.' 12-15, lntroduceda novel feature, in the. forin of round table- discussions fortochulcal miatters. The society, reservod baîf of tbe maindinlng-room of the Planters. Hotel, wbich was set up wltbround tables, ta the centre of sncb of wbich was 'a sigudesignating saone. particular subject o!. Importance, suchas wood block 'paving, water purification, city llghting,sanitation, etc. The tables were ln use for breakfast andluncbeon durlng alI of the four daYs, and ench was pro-sided over by .an expert with a national reputation lu aParticular line. The delegates changed from table totable durlng the meeting and Joined in the discussion ofthe particular subject scheduled, thus facilltatîng the ex-change of Ideas.

Such a feature was decidedly a good innovation in in-terestlng the delektaes lu techalcal subjecta, and'its suc-cess should be a spur to tbe municipal unionso Cndta do somnetblng along the same bines. u fCnd

HOUSING IN GREAT BRITAIN.
For the twelve.montbs endîng March 31 the bons sanc-toned ta local nuthonities lu Great Brîtalu amounted ta

M~PUNCIPAL AERODROMËS.
Undor the Air Navigation BIII now before the British'Pariament, bocal authorities wlll ho gîven the Power "taacquire or hold banda for the purpose cf aerodromnes.-

HOUS.ING IN ONTARIO.
According to a report lssued by Mr. J. A. Ellîs, Directorof Housing for the Province, Ontario's Position regardinghousing is as follows:
"11. Seventy-two alunicipalities borrowed money fromthe province, for housing purposes. (a) Total amount re-quested for loans by the municipaîîtles, $15,000,00o. (b)Total amount approved .of for appropriations to the vani-ous' municlpalitles, $10,629,000.
"ý2. Up to 31st Deceflber, 1919, 1,184 bouses were con-structed. About 1,000 have been erected or are beingerected this year, maklng a total of about 2,200 to date."13. Appropriations made by the Dominion and theprovince have been completely exhausted. The follow-ing municlpalities are proceeding under "The MunicipalH-ousliig'Act, 1920" (these inunîcipalities Issue their owndebentures, guaranteed by the province):

"Fergus, Ford CltY, Chathamn, Kitchener, Peterborough,
Sarnia, Walkerville, Windsor."

ADVANTAGES 0F POLICE SIGNAL 8YSTEM.Realizing the lack of police protection ta the people ofWebster and Dudley (Maes.) through the absence of anadequate Police signal Systein, the Chainher of Com-merce recomxnended to the Chie! of Police the Installa-tion of a signal llgbt and telephone on the main streetwhere It would be easily accessible at.all times. The chie!welcomed the suggestion, and a, marine signal llgbt wasaccori~dngly purchased and place'j on a poSt In the centreof the town. A speclal telephone was lnstalled on thesaine post and arrangements were ruade with the tele.phone coinpany whereby the oPerator recelilng a caîl forapoliceman would immedlateîy switch on the signal llghtandi plug ln one the saine 1lue. A Police officer la always,wqtî3, a short distance of this llght and can answer Itmzmedlately through the special tebephone.in a test case by newspaper men, an officer answeredhe telephono in less than two mnutes fromi the time theaewspaper men filed the caîl.
This- la really onby a temporary mensure, but it showsho advantage of a police signal system over the old me-,hod of calling Up several stores in an effort te flnd anfficer. Specifications and prices bave alroady been se.urod for the installation of an up-to-tiate systei whichvill re(qutre a man to be on duty at tho central office atil times. The great usefuiness of this light bas impresse4pon the citizens the value of havlng a special system ofgbts and regulatQn police boxes lnstallo4 ail oe h>W n . o e h
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