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s se its power now is the time to use it. The country is
gi&;: gfig ézhis que%tion, barring the narrow prejudices of denom}—
pations and sects. Neither University College nor the denoqu—
national colleges can hope to be thoroughly quqhﬁec} and equip-
ped for higher teaching under the present system. After re-
gerring to the spirit in which the dlscpssan had }?een cnrx:led on,
and to the objection that the instruction in the State University
would be godless—which he dismissed as A& non sequitur—the Dr.
continited :—“ It is said that privatc munificence will fail if not
drawn out by denominations. I belicve the opposite will be the
case. A man wishing to leave a bequest wl‘ucl} \Vl]l p'erpctufmte
his name will naturally select for endowment an institution which
is likély to be permanent. - If he has $_100,'OOO to give he will
leave it to the State University, because it will Iu.st as long as.the
State. We have no guarantce of permanence in a_ denomina-
tional institution. It is the poverty of the people which calls for
this federation. We have not In thl:% coun.try numerous nil-
lionaires ready to endow seats of learning as in other lands. As
to the taxation objection, if we do not pay taxes for colleges and

rofessors we shall have to pay them for gaols'fmd policemen,
The denominational colleges, I think, should be left to educate for
the pulpit. The means of membe'rs of the chut.'chcs should notl,
be squandered to educate men in p,rts and scicnees. If all qf
their means were devoted t}o educating students for the pulpit

K have enough.” '
Et})l?kl‘gg&l dCIc:i)lige—a den(t)jminatiopul institution—his testimony
on this point is of value. Ir% this case, as in many others, Dr.
Wild has got hold of the right idea.

THE CURRICULUM.

isi f the Curriculum of studics, which is now bei.ng
m;l(‘i};e {)‘;Vli}ll%n §ena,te, demands the most:, carnest conglderatlon
from all graduates and undergraduates of the University. . The
nature of itsCurriculum is one of.the most important agencies in
determining the character of the 1nﬁgencc vyl'nch our Unlver:ﬂ@y
will exert upon the embryotic Canadian nation. The other main
agencies are the nature of the teaching which the students re-
"give and the nature of their exmmnablpns. To some extent
gﬁése three agencies act independently, but in a very large degree
they limit and determine one another. Both professors and ex-
aminers are necessarily largely guided in their work by the
Curriculum ; if it is seriously defective, t})e results of their wpr_k
will also be so to & somewhat corresponding degree. Hence it is
of the greatest importance in relation to the 1ntellecj:u'al welfare
and progress of our country that all matters pertaining to the
University Curriculum should receive the widest a,t}d most
thorough discussion by the whole body of the_ Alurr'ml. Such
weighty questions should not be left to the deliberation of the
Senate alone, much less to a small commlttge of that body.v At
all events the Senate should not pronounce finally upon the ques-
tion until, after having given notice of th.en' 1n};ent10ns, a suffi-
cient time had elapsed to allow a full discussion of the wl}ole
osition. Whether the Senate then chose. to adopt or to reject
%)he suggestions from outside graduates, this much is sure that
they would be much more likely to arrive at a safe conclusion
than if no opportunity had been given for a general discussion.
" The truth of this observation may appear more obvious from
the following considerations. It is held to be advisable, and
erhaps rightly so, that a large pro_portlor}‘ of the members o’f"
ghe Senate should be men of mature views—*“men of experience
as it is termed. It is then taken for granted that this experi-
ence, implying special wisdom in its possessors, will qnable them
to arrive ‘at correct conclusions on all matters .whlch may be
brought before them as a corporate body. _Yet, right herfa Turks
a very dangerous fallacy. For the question at once arises, Is
their experience of the kind suited to the particular case 1}n_d81‘
consideration 2 Will twenty years experience as a physxcn.m,
for example, enable a member of the Senate to decide more in-
te]li'oéntly what authors should })e added or retained on an
EngTish eourse in a revised curnquh}m? It may be sa}d that
this difficulty is obviated by apportioning the several sections of
the work to committees of specialists. But he_rT_another and
even more serious danger appears. For the specia Lf,tsil who are
most frequently chosen in such cases and whose views have most

subject quite to the point.

As Dr, Wild was a hard worker!

weight with the Senate, are men whose opinions on most subjecf_':
have long ago crystallized and who, (with all due respect be 1
spoken), are not competent to pronounce upon the education ¢
value of what may in reality be the most important subjects 01
the time. Especially is this true in the departments of Politica
and of Natural Science and Modern Languages, in the domain$
of which the most extraordinary progress has been made during
the last twenty years. Those whose university education ende
before this period, and who have not strenuously exerted them;
selves to keep abreast of the swiftly flowing current of though
since then, are necessarily unable 10 estimate properly the im-
port of recent discoveries and investigations in those subJQcts'
Moreover, opposition of a similar origin’is sure to present itsel
whenever a proposal is made to introduce a new subject of studYt
or to establish a new course. Thus it has usually happened the
intellectual people of the outside world have become almost tire
of talking of a subject before it is heard of within the walls of #
college, except in the mouths of the undergraduates zmd_f'he
younger graduates. Social science in its various phases is
Never before in the world’s history
has  such intense interest been shown in social and economlz
questions, and yet it is only in a comparative few of the mos

progressive colleges that a chair has been established in this de-

partment of knowledge. In fact, in such cases chairs are rarely
established until the aforesaid undergraduates, who f.e
the need of them most keenly, have come to have the controlling
power of the college in their own hands, . ‘

In spite, however, of the prejudicial influences which the.ex'
cessively conservative charactor of the Senate necessarily bring?
into operation, it is probable that the construction of the Curtl*
culum should rest mainly and finally with them. The interest®
of liberal education will be safer in their hands than in those 0]
a purely democratic body. But as the Senate itself is not at &
infallible, it should (while not yielding to public opinion alway®
yet pay much more attention fo it
especially when that opinion has
cxpressed. The Senate should also
into their confidence by publishing the various reports of th
Board of Arts studies and asking for discussion and suggestio
thereon.  The columns of THE "VARSITY will always be open,
matter of this nature, and we certainly know of nothing whi¢

would be more inberesting reading to a majority of our sub”
scribers,

been repeatedly and definitely
take the university public mor®

AN AMERICAN VIEW OF CANADIAN LITERATURE.

Although but of recent origin, the Current of Chicago has attained la
wide circulation and a somewhat influential position among the wee !
journals of the United States, It appears to be the aim of its man%‘g.er
to combine in it the qualities of the literary magazine and the pO]lt“’:?;l
review. It was introduced to the Canadian public by Mr. GOld“]{
Smith in the Week, with much flourishing of trumpets, and echoesc; X

arth.  But a more moderate estimateths
is beginning to prevail. A few mon o
nals, the Literary World, ridiculed, &

g

etentious assertion of the Current that of
P. Roe is the greatest of American novelists. The “ Bystander ” has
late “dropped ” the Current entirely, and the editor of the Week ad.Jureo
by it no longer. A most amusing instance of the application of Chicag
commercial methods to literature was the claim recently made by !
Current ot superiority over either Harper's or the Century magazin®”
that claim being based mainly upon the number of words which eack fﬂ"ger
zine printed during the tast year /' Shades of Jeffrey and ChristopP .
North, truly these be critics! Apart, however, from its critical pret‘
stons, the Current is in Beneral a most readable journal. This 19
some extent due to the -excellence of its mechanical execution. f its
contents are most tastefully arranged and printed, and the beauty ©

pages is e_nhanced' by facsimilies of the autographs of its contribut® 3’
Then, as it draws its contributj

the character of this periodical
since that ablest of critical jour
very properly, we think, the pr

urrer ; ity would present ““a microcosm of f
dxan'htergture, ’ we were a little curious to see what the people ©
porcine city considered Canadian literature to be,

than has been hitherto don® | ‘
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