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| Current Topics.

; Newn, Sir William Whiteway, the Premier of New-
L tWfoundland

and Canada, foundland, has thought it necessary to

cable to London a denial of the statements

Made iy, pr

'CUlony_

ess despatches about the financial position of the
oven, fHe admits, however, a coilsidemble fallin{?r off in
firgg | e Ior the first menth of 1895 as compared with the
nancnioilth of 1894, and attributes this, not to the recent
. lixa‘cm-Sh’ but to “reduced purchasing power owing to
i“h:ll,tatlon of the ma,rke.t for exports.” In one of Sir
"'Ocor((iin s sta?ements Canadians have a special interest, for,
g “}I:-gdto him, the lc.)ss of revenue would have been much
Blain, a the. ImPerlal Gov.ernment ratified the Bond-
is brue ?:Y}Ventlon with the.Unlted States.” If this assertion
or it :v 18 a seve.sre‘ reflection on the Canadian Government,
oweq Z at their instance that the convention was disal-
eop.i _ correspondent.of the Montreal Gazette expresses
Opte(?lon that .bhe Whiteway Government have not yet
epeat, t,hany policy f‘or the fubuxre of th.e colony, but he
Vitahl, 1e ah‘ea:dy widely .enter.tzuned opinion that the in-
ow, a 11:el‘na,blves are union W:lth Cz'umda or the status of
wil] SOonczony’ and expresses his b'ehef that a deputation
e oy t.e sent t‘o Ottawa tf) negotiate terms of union. The
Cangg, 1 loned will be very inopportune if it turns out that
ougt, 1;1 herself.to be then on the eve of a general election.
Taige ?he 1e case is undoubtedl.y urgent it will be useless to
Mepg unt.(}u.estlon in Canada w1bh‘ any hope of speedy settle-
owey fol 1t becomes known which party is likely to be in
v the next five years.

The g Recent news from Honolulu is to the effect
Awaiian

Sttuation that President Dole has commuted to heavy
'de&th " fines and long terms of imprisonment the
« Ntences passed by the military court on five of the

engaged in the recent emeute. This, if the facts

Yeported, will relieve the provisional Government of

danger from serious international complications, but it will
not do much to make its tenure of office more certain. The
future of Hawaii is still to be determined, and it is likely
that, so long as Mr. Cleveland is President of the United
States, the Hawaiians will be allowed to work out their own
national destiny in spite of the propagandism of those who
favour annexation. The hest evidence of this is the fact that
the Senate at the last moment was forced to withdiaw an
amendment it had tacked on to the diplomatic appropriation
bill for the purpose of constraining the President to assent to
some provision for furthering the construction of a sub-
marine cable to Hawail. The withdrawal was the result of
an intimation that the President would veto the diplomatic
appropriation bill if it contained any such provision. Tt is
better for all parties that the Hawaiians should be left to
settle their own affairs to their own liking. '

The hopes that had been built, no doubt
on very slender foundations, that the new
Czar of Russia was disposed to Liberal-
ism, and would proceed gradually to enfranchise his subjects
and train them for representative government, was rather
rudely dispelled by his blunt announcement to the delegates
from the representative councils who lately were assembled
in St. Petersburg, from all parts of the vast Empire, to con-
gratulate him on his marriage. To one hundred and eighty-
two of these representatives whom he received in a single
day, he took occasion to say that any vague expectations of
having a share in the Government which they might have
been led to entertain were hootless ; and that, while ready
to devote all his energies to the task of promoting the well-
being of his subjects, he was firmly resolved to carry out the
policy of bis lamented father, to tolerate no encroachment
upon his prerogative and to maintain intact the autocratic
power which he has inherited. It is a strange and humili-
ating spectacle, that of one man thus declaring to the repre-

The Czar and
Autocracy.

sentatives of a vast host of men, that they can have no privi-
leges in the way of freedom and self-government since he is
determined to do all the ruling himself. Yet it is now said
that the Emperor is chagrined to find that seventy per cent.
of his subjects can neither read nor write, and that he is
causing to be prepared an extensive and elaborate plan for
extending public education. Misguided man! Tt is to be
hoped in the interests of human freedom and progress, that
no one will show him that to educate his people is to
emancipate them, and that in no way can he so surely make
it impossible for himself or his successors to retain their
autocratic powers as by extending popular education.

Tt is surely by some subtle irony of the Fates
it happens that it is in Germany, the mother-
land of modern rationalism, that a member
of the National Parliament soberly proposes, as an amend-
ment to an anti-revolution bill, that a penalty of fine and
imprisonment shall be inflicted upon any person who dares,
in speech or writing, to deny certain religious dogmas. It
goes without saying that the proposer of such a measure is
a Clerical. We are often disposed to scout as the offspring
of fanatical prejudice the assertion that if certain religious

Clericalisfn in
Germany.




