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FROM CURREAVT LITERA TUB'.

BFDTI.i

WIi1EN they have said
rlr mail, short prayera,

At wbich, methinks, God, unawares,
Muat sometimes sigh,
Into their little beds they go,
And there on pillows white as sinow
The fiaxen and the brown heads lie.

P'erchance some ange!, tender eyed,
BY Mfother-sight, unseen, doth say
Il Iere now to dreamland runs the way,"
And their sweet, tottering steps doth guide
Into those realms beatiied
0f baby dreams,
Where we catch the passing gleamus
'il leepy stmiles and broken words
lnroPped like the thunder-song of birds.

-Minnie C'. Ballard, in thte Queries Miagazine.

THE D1tAMI 0F TUIE FUTURE.
1%Wl are entering uo a new era in dramatie writing.

14Y ted-i~ndeed to some extent it is reinstated, and we0IMe1h P to sec it become irmly established. How fewin..aethe plays which read ini the study are flot utterly
ity. Afd fay, worst', b lled with cheap sentiment and vulgar-
qoidS 11ft(lîSak(.sptarle, the 3Elizabethan scbool, Sheridan and
or th 8rlit.h, only George Coluian, the yonger, and a few

unjeold coniedy writers, wi 1! bear the test of reading,
Pl% Youi renchi Robertson. Lytton's and Chartes Reade'8
4$ caYs o be rend ; even the Il Lady of Lyons " fails to
iltaltief;tory without a stage setting. Simplicity and
14 8tic veracity aren îow denîianded of the playwright.
tngoerki aiegro wing more educated and more critical,

ý'i ti
erha 1îiS managers are recognizing the fact, though

tr* onle too rapidly. If one may judge from the
tht jeaWich find their way into print in some quartersa,8,dtiscernirig persons in an average audience are then~IOal dramatic critics so called.- I. Blackburu

St Boston Evening 'Iranscript.

DARWýýIN'S METIIODS OF WOIIK.As a WorkinT naturalist Darwin was a mode! of exact-
%ild Patience and perseverance ; he rarely lost a moment,,
tht Wýhieflot'a rapid worker, he compensated for this l'y

hte on le"ave to the subject. His study was
&,dfor work, his appliances heing essentially simple.

1P,1 f( cting board with a low, revolving stool was a prin-
dr% ature, wbile a table bore biis tools, and varioos

e' oftaù1<ed the various articles hie was likely to
km t rwin' 5 library was a curiosity, as lie considered

4ft thl"Pl3 as a p)art of Iis working niaterial, and bad
F ereverence for themn that we find in the bibliophile.

lkgf Wýeere marked with memioranda, and divjded if too
le often laughed with Sir Charles Lyell over the

-'t~ hl, had made hini bring out an edition of bis
Q4iI two volumes bv informing bum that hie was

tU ed O cut the book ini halves for use. Pamphlets ho
%te otentlrowing away aIl the leaves that did flot

4fre tQ bi8 work. When books were illed with notesof the qie'1t0Y added an index at the end with the nuinher
11 aes marked, and thus had a list of the subject~s

vohI2h he was interested, so that at short notite lhe
int .'ut a Ial the material bearing on a certain

18Wh1i ossession, Fortunately, Darwin had ample
le4i Cenabled him to devote bis entire tinse to

4%i2ork without the distraction whicb would nat-
com . e froni an attempt to make his labour pay

d i viden or income. His habits were simple and
%'tfi al,an wi thin a short distance cf the hum and

th0 e great city of London ho carried on bis
S c er 4 fr forty years, happy in the companionsbip

et oe.as Huxley, Hooker, Owen, Lubbock, and
et ~Ocicia results that will place bum among the

-w s 1Ocienc,é as long as tume endures. One of Dar-
144 exheitnets wiîl illustrate bis method of work,

II, ar'96Visit to bis uncle the latter suggested that the
tt thueOe4 irking of stones on the surface was really due

Vý48ting9s of earth-worms. The idea made so 8trong

an impression upon (ho mind of tIse naturalist, (bat ho read
(lie paper previously referred t~o on the subject before tho
Geolog-ical Sociey. When (ho farm at Down was secured,
in 1842, ho set apart somo of tho gronnd for his experi-
muent, whiclî was to cover a part of the field with broken
chalk, and note, arnong orlier things, tIhe disappearance of
tie layer througli tse agency of the wormi castings. The
plot. was coverd in Decesbc-r, 1842, l)arwir, waiting
twenty-nine years, or until Noveinber, 1871, before
îsoting the results; a trench was then dug across (he field
exposrng a serres of white dots or nodules ; (ho original
deposit of ulîalk being found on botb sides of (he trench
ai a depth of seven inches from (ho surface. Another
portion of this field was spread witb cinders ini 1842, and
twenty-nine years later the stratuin was also fonnd seveni
inclies below the surface, so (bat Darwin assumted lîat
the monld, exclusive of (ho turf, bad been thrown up at
an average rate of -22 inches per year.-Froin C. F.
Ilolder's Li/e of' c/aries Darwin.

'l'îE OuîSCURiTYvOF 1nnOWNENG ANI) MEREDITII.

My charge againet (boni [Browning and George More-
dith]is le is:

(t) ibey have burt (lie Englisb language, by undoing
(for a while, at least) allie pcrîty and precision (bat tho
eigbteenth century won for it, at great cost anid pain.

in(2) They have done (bis out of mere egoism-Brown-
i maiming and tortnring (he delicate În4trument to

mako it reproduce the processes of bis tlîougbt, and More-
dith distorting it for bis adorniment, as a fop before a
looking glass might pull a good tie this way and (bat until
hie crumples and spoils it in (ho attoaspt (o look smarter
(han bis fellows.

And 1 u-ge, iin (ho iret; place, (bat thougb languatge
may (and, indeed, mnuet) heip thougbt is the nsaking, liter.
ature bas not (o express (ho procese, but the produc(.
'Iake (lus for instance-

M\y curls îs'ere crowned
lit yoîîtl, xi h knowledge, oit, ahi,,, crown slirspel
Next momnut, pilshed by l,,tter kiowle',ge stili
WhIich no wl5e y r,,ved ilru' o nstant: gain to.day,
WVas t, îypling loss to-ni' rrow, lay at last
Knowlelge, the ,g'olden? -lacquerel ignorance!
A-igain-iniitrusstit! Not as ineans t(. gain;
Lacjuer we learui by:.

A mari in (bis year of grace 1891 will, of course, ho
laughed at if hoe declares (he, above (o ho neither poetry
nor Engiish. Anid vet with a weak voice in (lie wildemness
I assert (ho extrac-a very fair on-to ho no more nor
less than a pioce of scansped work. A conscientious ar'tiHt
would have worked out thie tboughit arid conîprossed it into
a single lino. Worshippeî-s of Browning speak of bis
condensation, and> it is trie (bat, lie gives colour to (bat
delusion by oattiung (o articulate lis sentences - but 1 ask
bow the tboughnt in the above passage could ho more
diflu4ely expressed. An am-iable versifier once wrote-
As 1 walked l'y uiyself, I talkel t" îîysilt, and tins to nîyself sail

anîd (lus pleasant lino sumes up tihe netbod. -(., in.te
Speaker.

INCIDENTS 0F'OF.TUEMiiRO(VISIT.

TIUEIR were one or two littie incidents in (ho reception
of (ho Germian Emperor that will romain stamped for ever
on tho memîory of those who bappened (o observe (hein.
The firat was the obvions embarrassiment of (ho Duke of
Clarence wlien bis Imperial cousin planted a uîanly kisa
upon bis cheek. The Prince of Wales bad gone tbrotigh
this ordeal with practised birinness, but it looked as thougb
lis son was unprepared for sucli an accolade, and, whelher
spontaneously or in accordance with (ho programme, (ho
Kaiser bestowed no oscnlatory groetin 'g on (ho Dukes of
Edinburizh or Connaugbt. 'lhen thero came rather a
pretty and natural scene wherî the Royal and Imperial
party came ashore after luncheon, and Miss Benson, (ho
youtbfnsl daugliter of the Vicîtr of Hoo, tirnidly stepped
front the littie crowd and oflf rod the Emproias a huncb of
Marshial Niel or tea roses, exclaimîing: " These are Eng-
lish flowers, your Majesty. 'l 'lihe Emiprese took theni witi
a ready smile, and replied at once in English : " Tbank'
you so0 much. Lt is kind of you (o give Mtbom to me."
Aniother intî.resting Bight was (ho face of tho Mayor of
Windsor aind of othsors iri (ho audience when (ho Enîperor,
in bis answer (oe(lhe long-wirided address of the Corpora-
ation, artlessiy referredIlber gracions Majesy as " Grand-

ANNEXATION-AN AMERICAN VIEýW.
NOT wlthln (lhe last ifty years bas (ho sentiment ini

favour of briîiginig Ciada into (ho Union houri so feeble
among (ho Aitierican people as at present. This country
bas ample territory for its fuit political dovelopment, and
quite enough poîstîcal and social problenis of its owrs
without seekirsg new complications. The cry of " Manifest
Dustiny," once so famliar on (ho lips of Fourth of July
orators, is scarcely ever heard, and (ho old earth hungor,
so greatiy stimulated by (ho desiro of slavery to extend its
zarea, bas well-îsigh subsided. The admission of eigbt or
ten Canadian States into the American Union would be
uie less than a political revolutiori. Instead of strength-
eming (ho bonds of union, it would ho more apt to relax
(hein by crea(ing witbin our boundaries interests antagon-
istic to (ho General Government. The Canadiana, (oo,
bave (beir owni peculiar probienis, which (bey can boat
solve for themselves and in their own way. Annexation,
so far fromt retnoving, would incroase (ho embarrasments
wlich (hese questions present.-Pilctdelpltia Record.

The Ininite ai ways is sihynit,
It i4 only the timite speaks

Our words are the idie wave caps,
On the deep that neyer breaks.

We mnay question with words of science,
E1,xplain, ilecide and discu8s,

But only in 'neditation
The Mysterîy speaka (o us.

John Bl~/e 'leiliy.

POLO IN ENGLAND.

MR. MORAYv BROWN classifiesg English polo iin three
eras: Lookinýg hb--ck at the changes that polo has indergone
dnring the twenty odd years of its existence irj Britain, it
may be said tliat there have been three distinct phases or
periods in the game-viz., the first poriod, when it was a
comparatively slow, dribbling gaine, played on smaîl pon-
ies, of which the Messrs. Murrieta were- the ablest expon-
enta; the second period, when the nuinbers were lîmited
to four a side, and (owing miainly te the Messrs. Peat) it
became a fast, galloping gamne, ini which, except for the
placing of a mani back cto guard the goal, there was no
organization of the sides, each of the three forward players
playing as much as he liited ; and the third, or present
period, which, owing to Mr. John Watson, is <luite a
sciontific gaine, each mnember of a team being assigned bis
position in the field, and having distinct duties attached to
that position. It is, therefore, very apparent that now
the excellence of a poîo teant is not soe entireiy a matter of
individual abîlity (altbough that is, of course, of very
primary importance>, but that it depends on combination
and on a man not only knowing bis place and duties, but
sticking'ato rbem and playing for bis side, and not for him-
self. There is no doubt that when polo wati first introduced
into England, it was looked upori generally as a purely and
essentially nîilitae'y gaine ; but public opinion altered, and
as civilian clubs started ui) in every direction, with vory
satisfactory results, it becamno evident that the sport,
besides its individual attractions, eîîcouî'aged and cultivated
a very high ciass of hiorsemanshiip.-FIyrom Jîiding and

THE MAN MIILINEII.

AN original dramnatic sketch, by Mr. W. R.. Walkes,
in Temple Bar, en(itled "lHer New Dressemaker," opensa with
the following amusing conplaint by a fashionable young
widow: 111 declare that drosmakers are the greatest nuis-
ances ini life-worse, far worse, (han even busbands, for whien
poor George was alive 1 couid coax a new frock out of hini
with one-twentieth of the trouble it cnet me to get itfimade.
Lt was balll enoughi when the businesà was ini the bande of
tradespeople, but niow that dukes and du~cheses have taken
it up one enco)unters ail the vices pecîuliar te dressinakers
with aristocr'atic hauteur and nonchalance thrown in.
(Sits, R.C.) Every orie kniows4 that the ducal bouse of
Cordelie et Compagnie is the onlv place one can go to for
garments ; but it is much more dilicuk to get a new frock
from (hem in a reasonabie time than to procure an invita-
tion to their place in the country. After waiting for tbree
whole weeks merely to give an order for a gown, 1 roceive
a note informing mie that if convenient -1 presume te
himself-tbeir represeritativ'e, Lord Adoîphus Fitzculverin,
wiil give biiniseif the pleasure of dining witb me this evening
to talk the matter over. (Rise.e) Thore's a pretty way of
doing business! Makes me so nervous, toc ; suppose the
soup is cold, or (he qoaiis are overdone, he'ii cut mny stripes
ail wrong and 1. shall he rmmmd. Bosides it's se embarrass-
ing ; how on earth cari 1 tallk to a lord about clothes'1 I
shalbave to dodge round the subject and lead np te it by
degrees, just as if 1 were trying to ind ont if bis grand-
father fiad beeri haîîged for forgory ; and ail the tine 1 shalh
fuel conscions tlîat he's taking me ini froin ihead to foot, and
saying to hiniself, - My good woînarî, who on earth lias
clotbed you up te now V', They ail (Io that when you go
to thons for tise firit tine; but it always inakes me se
iniiecrable and ashamed, that 1 feel 1 must cry out to dîcru,
IMy good people, charge me anqthiogy you iike, oniy mire

nie fit te ho looked at by yenj.>'Ohi dear (siinkilty jnto
chair), 1 wish (beo were no sncb thingg as clothes in the
worid !( Ver sliyhit pause) But no 1 don't ; life would
be very duil withorit the pleasure of cuttîng ont cne's best
friends.'>

ilît MAJESTV'S warrant lias beeri gazetted approvirsg
the Constitution of Il The hinperial Institute of the United
Kingdoin, the Colonies and India, and the Isbas of tbe
British Seýas.'> There is somobting very breezy about the
last part of tbis title. Since England's flag floats o'er every
sea no douht the expression "British Seas" is intended to
augges(, if not actualiy to include, ail the sait water on the
globe. Looking at the more prosaic side of the Constitu-
tion of the lustitute, the Chandier o! ('onmerce Journal,
while not complaiining generally of the recognition accorded
to Chambers of Commerce in respect cf the right of
nominating Governors, yet cails attention to the absence as
yet of any direct appoiriting power granted to (ho powerfni
Charnbers of Commerce in the colonies. Surely itis is an
omission that should be supplied. The Boards of Trade in
Canada and somne of (ho Chambers of Commerce in
Australia are particularly active anîd useful bodies, specially
qualifled to exorcise a useful influence upon (ho couniseis of
snob a body as (he Imperial Institute.-Iii&er-i«î Fider-
ation.


