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goods, stolen from stores in the city. Affer ail those who
glance occasionally over the records of the Police Court in

our own city have no reason foi incredulity with regard

to any revelations of juvenîle precocity in the schools of

crime which unhappiiy abound in aIl cities. The question

for practicai philanthropists and practical legisiators, f00,

is, What is to be done in the way of cure, and of that preven-

tion which, if we could but be convinced of it, is a thou-

sand times betterthan cure ? The Star ints that incorrigibles

should be sent f0 the reformatories, and that their indif-

ferent and neglecfful parents, if such exist, should F~e

made to pay the bis. This is a good suggestion so far as

it goes. But is there not something radically, amazingly,

stupidly amiss in the state of society and of civic admin-

istration which fails to find a prevenfive, and does nothing

fi the disease lias reached a stage at which the cure is so

bard and expensive, not f0 say hopeless1 In plain words,

ought if flot to be somebody's business f0 do soniething

with these boys long before they Legin to qualify fhem-

selves for figuring in the police courts ?1 We have no doubt

that one source of difflculty arises from the fendency to

fake an extreme view of the sacredness of parental righf.

Recent legisiation in England, passed at the instance of

the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, bas

gone far in the direction of recognizing the sound prin-

ciple tbat tbe abuse of a riglit nullities if, especially when

that abuse militafen against the riglifs of others and tbe

social well-being. Ils it not higli time that the hand of

justice should be laid sfernly upon the man or the woman

who, being a parent, fails f0 perform the first and highest

of parental dufies, while at the same time the liand of

mercy is oufstrefched to rescue the chld from the fatal

influences which are dragging him downwards in conse-

quence of the parental neglect 1

RELIGIO US ED UC4TJ UN.

T HE war of race and religion, which seems f0 be passing
-- from fliese parts to the norfliern Provinces will help

to an understanding of questions wbich are continuaily

being agitated among ourselves, and enable us to realize

the difflculty of solving some of those questions. As

regards the double language, there seems no reason what-

ever for establisbing in Manitoba a systemn which may have

been a necessary evil in Quebec, but whicli is acknow-

ledged to be an evil. If tbis system can he put a stop to

at once it will be a great benefit to thie province. So

mucli for the question of language.
The religious question is by no means 90 simple ; nor

is the question of educaf ion in general. If we are

contented to bave merely secular education, there, of

course, is an end of flie question. And tbere are many

sober, earnest, religions men who think tbis to be the only

satisfactory solution that can be reacbed. Tliey maintain

that if is flie business of tbe Cliurch to provide religious

instruction, and the business of the State to give secular

educafion. If this were clearly understood, frankly

accepted ani acted upon, there need be no more difflculty

on the subject. The religious and thie secular would each

be relegafed to ifs own province, and aIl clasbing would

cease. In tbeory, at leasf, this secins quite simple.

In practice, however, it is nof quife 50 simple. In the

first place, it jnay be asked wliether any teacher, however

skilful, can enfirely avoid the religious questions. Can

he teach hisfory, for example, wifbout explaining the

nature and origin of flic quarrels wbich bave arisen on

this very subject, sometimes leading f0 bloody wars?

When lie is asked by bis class f0 explain flic conversion of

Constantine or the 64tliundering legion," how will be avoid

the subject of miracles1 And how will lie safisfy tbe

Cliristian parent on the one liand, and the Agnostic on the

of ler 1 Even if lie keeps clear of ancient and medioeval>

history and the period of flic leformation (!) and sticks

f0o English and Canadian history, lie wili hardly be able to

omit ail reference f0 flic religious quarrels of the Puritan

Revolution; and flien, liow is lie to give any explanation

fliat.shall be approvcd af once by flic Episcopalian and

the Independent ? We are faking only flic most obvious

causes of embarrassmeflf in tlie secular teaching ; but wifli-

out going furflier we may see clearly enougli that isolation

of the secular and flic sacred is not so simple in practice

as it appears in flieory.
But this is not ail. A greaf xnany religions people,

wlio wouid seem fanatics only to those wlio do nof believe

in religion of any kind, declare fliat fhey regard an educa-

tion witliout religion to be ne frue education at ail. It is

not inerely fliat the amai 1 amount of religious instruction

that is given in tlie Sunday Scbooi on one day in tlie

week is miserabiy inadequafe. This, in their judgmenf, is
nof flic wlole nor flic worst part of flic evil. R{e-
garding man as a religious being, they maint ain thaf flic
very root of lis development as man must be struck info
religious soi], or flic wlole progress of lis training must
be wrong, dofoctive, warped, distorfed. In thoir view,
thon, a merely secular education is positiveiy wrong ; and
fhey have precisely flic same objection f0 fheir chiîdren
being fauglit in this fashion that an unheliever would have
te his child being instructod in the Christian religion as
truc and binding upon bis conscience. Considerations like
these seeem f0 have înfluenced flic Anglican Synod in
Manitoba, and flic leading Presbyterians- as weii ; and if
would nef ho f00 mucli to say fliat they have weiglit witli
a good majority of flic inhabitant s of flic Dominion,
whether Roman Cafliolics or Protestants.

If, tlien, secular educafion is nof to ho universal', what
is the substitufe ? Non-sectarian religious belief is flic
reply. But this again is ambiguous. Let not our readers
suppose thaf wo are bore assailingy or defending any par-
ficular sysfem. Wo are frying te get at flic monts of flic
subjecf and especially f0 show flic real difficulfios involved
in if. We ara nef prepared wifli a complote solution, and
we must doulit wlîether any sucli ho possible at flie pres-
cnt moment.

To refurn, non-sectarian educafion may mean diffrent
things. Witli some if means mcrely reading flic ible,
wîfliout any comments being made or any questions asked.
This plan was recommended by flic late Eari Russel; upon
which a writcr in the Spectator suggested fIat flic Bible
should ho read in tfli original langîîages. If would convey
about as mucli instruction, lie said, as flic mere reading in
flic motIon fougue, and if would promofe reverence by
deepening the sonse of mysfory.

But mosf people wlio are in favour of non-sectarian
religions educafion mean more than this. Tliey mean fliat
flic chiîdren should have tbe Bible explained, and fliat
fhcy sliould ho quesfioned upon if. But hene again fliere
are difficuities. 0f course no Roman Cafliolic would aliow
bis chld f0 ho tauglif in this fashion. Thc omissions
necossary in sudh religious feaching would, in lis view,
vifiate flic whole metliod. We cannot for a moment blame
flic Roman clergy for forbidding their clîdren f0 attend
flic religions instruction of flic public schools. Tbey could
nof consisfenfly allow suclia fhing. Wliat eveny juat man
must blame flic conducf of flic late Archbishop for is bis
prosunîing f0 meddie wifh ftic arrangement of Scripfune
lessons for flic Public Sclîools, wlien ho did nef mean thaf
bis own children should ho allowed te read fhem. If is
dlean, thon, fIat wo must citiier have secular educafion or
Separafe Sehools. on, this point fliere would seem ne
room for doulit.

What, thon, are we te do if we agree to have Separate
Schools as Part of a sysfemn of religieus Educafion 1 Wliat
provision is te lic made for Protestant childnen 1 Two
courses arc imaginable: Either ecd denominafion miglif
ho allowed fte same privileges in flic way of Separafe
Sebools as are conceded f0 flic Roman Cafbolics, or flie
Protestant communions migîf agree upon a formula whicli
slionld embrace allich doctrines which flioy lold in dom-
mon. There are difficuities attending bof h of theso courses.
The first wouid in mosf places lie unworkable, because the
number of rafepayers beonging'fo one denomination within
a certain radius would lie unable to support a school. Be-
sides whicb if mnust be confessod that few rcligionisfs have
flic sfreng, depan convictions of Roman Cathlics, sucli as
would lead flinite fake vigorous and decisive action for
sncb an object. ]Roman Catliolics are firsf churclimen and
next cifizons. Most Protestants are fir8t cifizens and next
churclimen. 1lere are flic difficuifies with regard fo flic
first suggestion.

May we thon hope that flic Reformed Churches wili
agree upon a Formula Concordioe, a joint creed that wili
safisfy tliem ail ïiIf Our falk about flie reunion of Chins-
fendom lias any meaning, surely sucli a fhing miglit at
leasf lie affempfed. At any rate, if is nef af aIl safisfac-
tory mereiy te put flic Bible, in whlce or in part, in flic
hands of flic feacher, and fell himn that lie is te give non-
soctarian educat ion ouf ef if ; and we imagine thaf this is8
very mucli wlat is now donc. Sudh a course is nef fair
te feacliers, or children, or parents. Non-sectarian religion
may mean flic so.called Aposfles' Creed, or if may mean
more, or if May mean less. It may mean flic common 1
beliefs of flic evangelicai churches, or if may mean flic
belief common te theso and f0 Unitarians. One of flic
latter would cerfainîy consider flic doctrine of flic Godliead
of Christ a portion of sectarian Christianity. Ini erder,
thon, te work this system, seme creed mnueti e agreed upon.

It wili be seen Chat we do not prefend f0 spttie fthe
very important question of religious educafion. Tt wili
pro'bably set fle itself by-and-by in ways that we cannot
forecast. If, however, we ean make the difficulties of the
question more apparent, we may hielp towards n quiet,
moderafe, patient viewing of the subject, and so preparo,
fcr ifs ulfimafe settlement,
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0 SUMME7,IR, can if, be Chaf fhou art dead ?
1 fain bàd held thee longer, clierishod thon
For many days f0 corne; but fromi the dim
Far North and chili thy Fate drew surely nigh,
Striding with evon steps o'er cornfields ripe
For mowor's scythe, flirougli suent orcliards brown,
And full of luscious promise for the land
That sleeps to-day beneath the redd'ning suni.
Thy parting spirit spreads a wistful haze
Tlirough aIl the b reathless air, whiie thine unseen
And humble mourners raise flic funeral dirge,
The crickets' cadenced chorus, waxing loud"
And strident, waning tremnulous and low.

Tf secms f0 me but yestertlay fhou wert
A babe, clad in flie tender hope of Spring
And at this seif-same window wlience I now
Ljooic forth on Aufumn's omen of decay,
1 sfood and drew into my very soul
Deep thouglits of dewy air frauglit with ail vague
Sweef promises of fhee, foreshadowing
The fragrance of a Il flowers thaf were f0 bo.
0 Summer, did thy loveliness fuifil
Al Chat the Spring low whispered to my soul 1i
Or art thiou fled and naughf hast ef t behind
But crickets' moan, dead flowers, and leaves,
0f sweetest liopes but saddesf memories.

F. VALENTINE ,KuYs.

COZYCERN1NG THE OLDESTENGLISII
Li1TERA T UBE.

IT will not seem strange, or need any preface or apology,
Iif ini a seat of learning in the English colony whioh

lias always cherished fhe defpcst revercuce for the home-
land, the attempf hocnmade, liowever unskîlfully, Co poiir-
tray wha lis ever been Chat home-land'4 crowiîun glory
-her matchless literature. Changes whihChoi'keenqt
eye cannot now foresoenay puih E'îgland froin lier
proud position aînong the nations of flic earfhi; lier fain-
ous dceds in trade and colonization may ho reînvibered
only as we rememiber the enterprises of ancient Pîeii
and bier long lisf of stateswen, warriors and lijroos 8alp
from the unretaining memory of coming ageýs :luit lier
literafure is imperishabie. As long as hunian naîture,
remains human nature, as long as beaiify dulight4 us and
sad things Inove us f0 pity, so long mnusf the rines of
England's greatcst sons ho held i loving remombrance.
The world wili not soon forget thoenmon who toid ini
Englisli speech lier Canterbury tales, and wove flie glitter-
ing weh of hier romantic draina and sang of paradises losf
and regained. And whie flic namnes of Chaucer, Shako-
speare, and Milton are tî'eastired, the naine of the land
fliat bore them must lbe revered. These are lier buiided
memorial, more enduring than brass. It is not, liowever,
of tliree greaf periods of our literature, îîaîned f romn three
great Queens, thatf1. propose to-day f0 speak. Hy theme
is not the Carlyles and Tonnysons of our own Victoriait
day, nor the intellect ual giants of flie Qtoen Anne era, ueor
"4the spacious fîmes of fthe great Elizabeth.", I wisli to
fake you furtlier back Chan the fime of -Chiaucer eveli,
back f0 flie dawn of civilization in Western Europe. 1 hi
thie custoni f0 speak of a stream of litorature. Whatevî'r its
beginnings, Englisli literaturo is now no ril or streanilet,
but a very Amazon of grandeur, depfh and power. And
whilo it miglit ho not without interest to, trace flic wan-
derings of this miglity river, if is no part of my plan to dIo
so, but 1 wiiI go af once f0 tue very source, flic f'untain,
the weli-head wliere iftCook ifs rise. To continue flie
figure, if lias not ahl flowed from one source: tht-re have
been many affluents and fributary sfreamns of tendency alI
along ifs majestic course. Tlier6 is tlie Norman flood
meeting and flowing alongside, but nof mixîgled, like the
Ottawa beside fthe Sf. Lawrence. The effect of flie conflu-
ence was incalculable. The united rivers flowed on wifh
an impetus neither possessed by ifself ; but flic English
stream bad flowed for centuries iifs ownbed and
between ifs own banks. ln other words flore was an
English literature, native te flic soi], with ifs own history
and developmenf long before IDuke William of Normandy
stumbled and fell on Ilasfings beach, and in bis fali
grasped a kingdom. It is f0 this indigenous English litera-
fure, and te flic oldest part Of if, that I wisli te cail your
attention.

At flic very beginning of our enquiry we are besef by a
difficulfy about names. If tlic subject of this lecture liad
been announced as Anglo-Saxon Liferature, you miglit
have feif fliat if was somefhing whicli concerned only
speciai students in Chat department. IBut I feit sure fliat
your inferest would be awakened in any portion of our
liferafure, bowever removed f roui our age and sympathies,
whîcli couldjustly lay daim teictitie " English." If is
because I wanted every lover of Eîîglish literafure to feel
liii riglif te every part of bis vast and icli inlieritance


