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TEiE openilîg of the C. P. Rl. tîtrougli te the P>acifie coast lias attracted
attention in Eniglaitd fo the great value of this Canadian contribution to
the consolidation of thec Empire. England lias inow ant alternative route
to India, China, and Australia, and cati girdie tlhe whole eaufli witbout
touching foreigiu soil. It is a aplctîdid conttributiote f0 mîperial lJnity, of
which Canada lias just reason to be proud ; and il; rtsises lier at ottce infto
a înost important constituent of flic Emipire. ('oîîîîîtercially, also, there
cati be nîo doubt if will give an immense iimpetus to this country. Not
olily nmay the raiiway bu of great' service to the trade of the motîter
cotiinty iii case of a blockade of the Suez Canal in timte of war ; but also iii
timo of peace, owing f0 ifs comparative short ness, it shoulcl becomie tlic
main highway of frade but ween Asia and the easteryl coast of this con-
tinent ; and there are incalculablo posisibilifies ini the opening up of the
vasf habitable Nortli-west territories. lThe railway is certainly th(!
greatest indutîtrial work evur uxîderfaken by a country of the size of
Canada, and ruiiglt lic deecmed a ft mntument to the great statesînan wlîo
carried if to completion, werù it not that a fitter wvill be liereaf fer fouri in
ftie nation covering hiaif i continent his genius lias fouiideti.

Tauî Uovornmiienf of LUtitied States will do 'veli to closely watch
flic action of te Frenchi Uovertmlent ini respe(,ct of flic Panama Caniai. Anl
effort is being made to mecuru the sanction of tlhe French Goverument for
flie issue of bonds to the atunt of six hundred millions francs ; and a
wrifor iii L'Econonistc Frnasafter declarittg thaf if cantiot soriousiy
li eoxpccted fiat tlic work cati be tiiuislted with Uice amourit namied, Itints
at flie possibility cf thte work ceasing fa be a private tmterprise, maid becomîiîtg
a national one. Tîmîs is flic Frenchlinieflod of colonisation and atnexation.
When once a few Frencht olitain a foofliold ini a place, twice as nuany

soldiers are onue day laîided te puntisi soute ilitagitary inîsulf ; flie llag is
ltoisfcd ; aîtd, ast if is usualiy a mtf er of protracfed niegofiation to satiafy
or gef rid cf flic unconscîinable demands cf the Frenchi (overnnienf, thure
flic llag flics, uitless if i8 fonti lown by a sîtrotîger Power. This is flic
nnetliod b>' wltich Franîce lias acm1uired a nuîîiber of islands or archipelagoes
in ]9olynesia, and lier Iatesît miove iii tat direction was af tue New Ildb-
rides. Silo is niot likel>', if is truc, to ttcmipt precisel>' the saine thing on
fthc Anîcnicant Continîent-tbe nitdior> of Mexico îiiu8t bu too frcsli wifh
lier ; but watcltfulnîcss is advisable.

A sicît cf relief miglîf well sprng froin every British heart wlion the
resuit of fthc elections becamîo ccrtainly intanifcsf li4st week. Gladstone
lias succeeded, during bis îease cf power, in lowering flic Britishi namne and
prestige in ever>' quarter cf flic globe, lu Egypt, in Souths Afnîca,Australasia, India, Afghtanisfan, Turkey, tue Continent, cverywhere is accu
the ruinous resuit of cnfrusting the governuictît cf an emtpire to a more
arguer, wlîose greaf piefy anîd equal lack of statesinanship impels himn
always f0 prefer Une good cf ever>' otiser counfry te flie good cf lus ewn.
There cati lic no doubf il, flic nton-oticial mind thaf lus nîtiscîuievonis inîflu-
ence lias buen at work al8o iu flic prescrit fisfier>' dispute between tbm 5counfry and flic 8tates. In his aîîd Lord Gratîville's feeble grasp, we
could expecf ne other thit fliat flic itîterests cf Canada woulml have been
long ago ignominiously surrendored f0 tlic States, for flic sake cf peace, if
the Canadian Govorument liad been iess firm. tItan if lias, lîappiiy, sliown
itself te ho. The Anîcricans have been counting oii tItis surreîîder, and flîcir
cliagrinatflioloss cf Homo Rule is thorefore mucli aggravatedat flic cemfainlty
that tlie incoming Conservafive Governietit will compel flin te observe
tlie treaties between flic two counfnies. The iiettîctuent cf this question,
now to ho looked for on seme fairly equifable terats, will hcone good resuif
cf flua election, and anoflier will probabl' bheli clearing away, or flic
precipitafion, cf flic war cloud that lias heen lianging over Eastern Europe
since Mr. Gladstone, b>' a parliamenfar>' trick, ousted flic Conservafive
Governmenf fromn power. The Czar lias since heen liovering over Tumîey,
watching in common with flic oflier enemies cf England, in Europe and
America, flic progroas cf the Gladstone plan of doing jusfice to Ireland ;
and if that liad succeeded-if Mr. Gladstone ladl succecded in breaking up
the Britisli State info t wo or flirce or four States, te none cf whici flie

colonies and dependencies cf flic Britishi Power could owc allegiance ;
wlîy, thoen, flic Brifish Power baving disappeamed, flic greafe st obstacle
'vould liave been removed from Russia's pafli fo Constanfinopleo; and flic
wliole cf Europe miglit bave heen plunged in war.

TIIEY deceive linselves who imagine fliat because Mr. Gladstonte liasreceived near>' lalf flic votes casf iu the clections, flierefore this granting,cf Houie Rule is onl>' a question cf tinie. If Mr. Gladstone should dis-
appear frout flic scenle fo-morrow and anoflier election ho beld on flic ques-tion of grantiu g sucli a mneasure of Home Rule as lie proposed, to thcdeuiand of sncb a sot as flic National League, if would ho found thaf tbisscemîng surrender cf nearl>' hlf flic nation fo Fenianism, is in realif' tlicsurrender oni>' of flic ciphers under the dominion cf Mr. Sclinadborst'5mtachine, and numbers of a class wliom Mr. Carlyle liad in bis mind -lienlie (lescribed bis country as lieing nîosfly iuliabifed b>' fools. Wih heiremoval of flic oliject of their adoration, flic vîctims cf Gladstonolatr>'
would probabl>' cease this degra'ding cuit ; af ail events f liy would nof lielikel>' au>' longer to practise if at flic polliug booths. It is truc, tliis cuItlias already recdled flic point of fiat hlasplieuy ; but wc cannot lielieveliaf flic worsliippers will go quife se far as to regard flic defeat of theiridol as a second Crucifixion, and continue their idolafry affer lie is phYsi-cally as wclî as politically dead. We read in flic Daily News, Mr. Glad-
stone'8 organ, ftaf ait Ediniurgb " a fouchiug incideut was noticed dumiugflic walk along Princess.street. A bliud 'fan stood on flie edmie of flicpavemenf, liaving a fricud'at his side wlio was blessed witli sigbf. As Mr.Gladstone caille up flic souing fnicnd fhrusf flic huinti man's baud forward,s0 fbat if just slighfly brushed flic Prime Minisfer's coat. '9 Was fbafhit?" affcrwards whispcred flic hliud nman in flic ungrammafical colle-quialismn in vogue before and since flic days cf flic dotection cf flic jackdaWof Rheims. On lieing assured fliaf lie liad tosîcbed Mr. Gladsfone's gar-meut flic blind man's face bcaied with deliglit." lIt is surprising thaf liewas nof bcaled !acre is a plain comparison made bcfween Mr. Gladstoneandtheli Saviour cf flic world ; and on the nexf day fliat other greaf andgood man, Mr. Labouclicre, bosom. friend cf Henri Rochiefort, is reportedfo have said " 'Mn. Gladsfone appealcd front fthc elccted te flicclectors, front Pilot and Caiplias, frein Judas and doubting Thomas, to thepeople." Evident' flic deification cf flic G.O.M. is proceeding at arapid
rate flice wrifcr cf " Pilot" and " Caiphas " in'usf be already more fainiliarwith flic gospel of Mr. Gladstone flian with fthe New Tesfamenf. But boreagain we have a cemparison instifutcd bef ween flic tria] of our Lord andflic triais undergone by Mr. Gladstone in bis affcuipt te confer Home RuýOon Iruland ; and this is the nmcral condition cf flic mon wbese voice bas,if is fondly imagined, rendemod flic concession cf Home IRule, sconer or
laeur, intevîfable.

UTNDOUBTEDLY, flic question cf Home Rule lias licou prcjecfcd perman,cut>' into Englisb polifies. Tliere is now a Britishi as well as an IrishHomo Rule faction : many loading Englisîs stafosmen on flic Unionisfside are cenvinced cf flic absolute flecessit>' cf scttlinig this Irishi business,and wliafever Gevernuient succeeds te power must fake account cf tliisuew factor; but, if nia>' bu rockened as certain, ne self-government will hograufed while lreiand romains under flic goverunieff cf flic NationalLeague and is roprosented in parlianient b' flie Parnellites. The badcliaracter ef fliese mnîc, wlio for seven ycars have tried their besf te wrccktlie logisîature, and, worac still, whcse bauds, if is more than suapecfedyare nef froc frcnn flic stain cf blood,-tb0 suspicion fliaf attaches to thenias flic ropresontafives cf donestie lawiessucss aud foreign cufrage-monges,lias licou a prime cause cf the defeat cf Home Rule now, and will prevefitifs succeas, unfil Ireland lias nocovered froni lier frenzy and is rcstored f0moral soundncas. Thiis can lie brouglit about culy b>' irecing lier frn tlicmonstrous fymanny fliat now woighs on ail but flic moat degraded classesflic first dut>' cf an>' Geverumnent nnust lic te suppreas flic National League.Wliou thaf is donc, flic now rampant scoundre]isui will shriuk back te ifsplace, and flic nafural leaders cf flic people, flic Irishi Catholic gentmy andflic botfer cîass cf flic pricsfliood, will have courage fo assert themnsel Ves,and assume their riglifful position. And thon will lie flic finie when Eng-land will clieerfuîîy grant flic cul>' Home Rule fliat eau ever be granfed-flic riglit cf count>' councils, or even a national assembîy, to make by-laWS--but ncfhing moe-relating te flic local affaira cf Ireland. Tlie laws forIrelaiîd will ever, while England remains flic imperial country, be madeat Westminster.

UNDAUNTED b>' defeat, Mr. Gladstone inteuds, if is said, fo' Wage aceaseless baffle for Homne Rule in Parîjament. Tbis is a repetition cf atîreat lie made several montIs ago ; and miglit have been expected frolnflic stupendous vanit>' and egotismu cf flic man. H1e lias appealed fromn fli


