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TrE opening of the C. P. R. through to the Pacific coast has attracted
attention in England to the great value of this Canadian contribution to
the consolidation of the Empire.
to India, China, and Australia, und can girdle the whole earth without
touching foreign soil. It is a splendid contribution to [mperial Unity, of
which Canada has just reason to be proud ; and it raiscs her at once into
& most important constituent of the Empire. Commercially, also, there
can be no doubt it will give an immense impetus to this country. Not
only may the railway be of great‘servicc to the trade of the mother
country in case of a blockade of the Suez Canal in timo of war ; but also in
time of peace, owing to its comparative shortness, it should become the
main highway of trade between Asia and the ecastern coast of this con-
tinent ; and there arc incalculable possibilitics in the opening up of the
vast habitable North-west torritories. The railway is certainly the
greatest industrial work cver undertaken by a country of the size of
Canada, and might be dcemed a fit monument to the great statesman who
carried it to completion, were it not that a fitter will be hereafter found in
the nation covering half u continent his genius has founded,

ingland has now an alternative route

Tue Govoernment of the United States will do well to closely watch
the action of the French (Government in respect of the Panama Canal, An
effort is being made to secure the sanction of the French Government for
the issuo of bonds to the amount of six hundred millions francs ; and a
writer in L’ Economiste Frangaise, after declaring that it cannot seriously
be expected that the work can be finished with the amount named, hints
at the possibility of the work ceasing to be a privato enterprise, and becoming
a national one. This is the French method of colonisation and annexation.
When once a few French obtain a foothold in a place, twice as many
soldiers arc onc day landed to punish some imaginary insult ; the flag is
hoisted ; and, as it is usually a mattor of protracted negotiation to satisfy
or get rid of the unconscionable demands of the French Government, there
the flag flics, unless it is torn down by a stronger Power. This iy the
method by which France has acquired a number of islands or archipelagoes
in Polynesia, and her latest move in that direction way at the Now Heb-
rides. She is not likely, it is true, to attempt precisely the same thing on
the American Continent—the memory of Moxico must be too fresh with
her ; but watchfulness is advisable,

A 101 of relief might well spring from every British heart when the
result of the elections became certainly manifost last week, Gladstone
hag succeeded, during his lease of power, in lowering the British name and
prestige in evory quarter of the globe. In Egypt, in South Africa,
Australasia, India, Afghanistan, Turkey, the Continent, everywhere is seen
the ruinous result of entrusting the government of an empire to a mere
arguer, whose great piety and equal lack of statesmanship impels him
always to prefer the good of every other country to the good of his own,
There can be no doubt in the non-official mind that his mischievous infly.
ence has been at work also in the present fishery dispute between this
country and the States. In his and Lord Granville's feeble grasp, we
could expect no other than that the interests of Canada would have been
long ago ignominiously surrendered to the States, for the sake of peace, if
the Canadian Government had been less firm than it has, happily, shown
itself to be. The Americans have been counting on this surrender, and their
chagrinattheloss of Home Rule is therefore much aggravatedat the certainty
that the incoming Conservative Government will compel them to observe
the treaties between the two countries. The settlement of this question,
now to bo looked for on some fairly equitable teras, will be one good result
of this election, and another will probably be the clearing away, or the
precipitation, of the war cloud that has been banging over Eastern Europe
since Mr. Gladstone, by a parliamentary trick, ousted the Conservative
Government from power. The Czar has since been hovering over Turkey,
watching in common with the other enemies of England, in Europe and
America, the progress of the Gladstone plan of doing justice to Treland ;
and if that had succeeded—if Mr, Gladstone had succeeded in breaking up
the British State into two or three or four States, to none of which the

colonies and dependencies of the British Power could owe allegiance ;—
why, then, the British Power having disappeared, the greatest obstacle
would have been removed from Russia’s path to Constantinople ; and the
whole of Europe might have been plunged in war.

'.'['HEY deceive themselves who imagine that because Mr. Gladstone has
received nearly half the votes cast in the elections, therefore this granting
of Home Rule is only a question of time. If Mr. Gladstone should dis-
appear from the scene to-morrow and another election be held on the ques-
tion of granting such a measure of Home Rule ag he proposed, to the
dema‘nd of such a set as the National League, it would be found that this
Seeming surrender of nearly half the nation to Fenianism, is in reality the
surreflder only of the ciphers under the dominion of Mr. Schnadhorst's
machine, and numbers of a clags whom Mr, Carlyle had in his mind when
he described his country as being mostly inhabited by fools. With the
removal of the object of thejr adoration, the victims of Gladstonolatry
“'/ould probably cease thig degrading cult ; at all events they would not be
likely any longer to practise it at the polling booths. It is true, this cult
has already reached the point of flat blasphemy ; but we cann(;t believe
Fhat the worshippers will go quite so far as to regard the defeat of their
idol as a second Crucifixion, and continue their idolatry after he is physi-
cally 'as well as politically dead, We read in the Daily News, Mr. Glad-
stone’s organ, that at Edinburgh ““a touching incident wasg not’iced during
the walk along Princess-street. A blind m;.n stood on the edge of the
p‘a.vement, having a friend’at his side who was blessed with siﬂht.b As Mr.
(Jla.dst,on‘e cz.une up the secing friend thrust the blind man’s h‘;‘nd forward,
50 that it just slightly brushed the Prime Minister's coat. ‘¢ Was that
hn.u?i’ aff.erwards whispered the blind man in the ungrar;mmatical collo-
qumhsx.n n vogue before and since the days of the detection of the jackdaw
of Rheims.  On being assured that he had touched Mr. Gladstone’s gar-
ment the blind man’s face beamed with delight.” It is :c;urprisina that he
was not healed ! Here is g Plain comparison made between Mr, (;mdstone
f the world ; and on the next day that other great and
B , i\l{il(‘i .La‘l‘u:;cher?, bosom friend of Henrj Rochefort, is reported
1 P M. (xl'a.dstone appealed from the elected to the
electors, from Pilot and Caiphas, from Judas and doubting Thomas, to the
people.” Evi.dently the deification of the G.O.M. is procZedinn' at :1 rapid
m.te * the writer of « Pilot” anq « Caiphas ” must be alread m?)re familiar
th%x the gospel of Mr. Gladstone than with the New Testan};ent But here
again we have a comparison instituted between the tria) of oux: Lord and
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