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Jubilee uf”"’the Immaculate Gunceptmn

Encyclical Letter of the Holy Father

TO THE PATRIARCHS, PRIMATES,:
ARCHBISHOPS, BISHOPS AND
OTHER ORDINARIES IN PEACE
AND COMMUNION WITH THE
APOSTOLIC SEE.

PIUS X., POP .

Venerable Brothers: Health and the
Apostolic Blessing.

An interval of a few months will
agr'ain bring around that most
h-appy day on which, fifty years
ago, Qur Predecessor, Pius IX,
ontifi of holy memory, surrouad-
¢d by a noble crown of Cardinals
and Bishops, pronounced and pro-
Mmulgated with the authority of the
Infallible magisterium that it was
Tevealed by God that the Most
lessed Vir.gin Mary, in the first in-
Stant of her conception, was free
Tom all stain of original sin. All
" the world knows the feelings with
Which the faithful of all the nations

Of the earth received this pro-
Clamation and the manifestations

of publie satisfaction and joy which
Ereeted it, for truly there has .ot

€n in the mémory of man any
More wniversal or more harmoni-
OUs expression of sentiment shown
toward the august Mother of God
o the Vicar of Jesus Christ.

And, Venerable Brothers, why
Shoulg we not hope today, alter
the Japse of half a century, when

€ renew the remembrance of the

Mmaculate. Virgin that an echo of

at holy jov will be awakened in
%Ur minds and that those magnifi-
et geenes of former times, of
faity and of love toward the‘l
2gust Mother of God will be re-

ated? Of all this We are indeed
"endereq ardently desirous by the
®Votion united  with supreme
gb‘ftitude for  benefits receivvd,

Ch We have always cherished
°Ward the Blessed Virgin; and We
O?Ve a sure pledge of the fulfilment

Our desires in the fervor of all
Atholics readv and willing as they'
ore to multiply their testimonies
) love and reverence for the great)
'Io,thel' of God. But We must noti
omit to sav that this desire of|

LS s especially stimulated by a'
ie' €es  of secret instinct whi.chi

ads Us to believe that not far d]s—‘1
ANt is the fulfilment of those great
‘?Pes to which, certainly not rash- |
7> the solemn promulgation of the‘
cep: - ©of the Immaculate Con-~

Ption opened the minds of Pius,|
Predecessor, and of all' the

Ps of the universe.

GIFTS GIVEN THROUGH
v MARY
t I:Iany, it is true lament the fact
beet until now these hopes have
re U unfulfilled and are wont to
lookat the words of Jeremias: “We
Qame.d for peace and no guod
behe}’ for a time ol healing, and,
a o4 fear.”  (Jer. viii., 15). But,
“S“Ch Will he certainly rebuked
men of little faith” who make |

isho

ay

no eflort to penetrate the works of
God or to estimate them with the
light of truth. For who can num-
ber the secret giits of grace which
God has ‘hestowed upon His
Church through the intercession of
the Blessed Virgin throughout this
period?  And even  overlooking
these gilts, what is to be said of
the Vatican Council so opportunely
convoked, or of Papal infallibility
so suitably proclaimed to meet the
errors that were about to arise? or
finally  of that new and unprece-
dented fervor with which the faith-
ful of all classes and of every ia-
tion have long been flocking to
venerate in person the Vicar of
Christ? Surely the Providence of
God has shown itself admirable in
Our two predecessors, Pius and
I.eo, who ruled the Church in most
turbulent times with such great
holiness through a length of Ponti-

ficate conceded to no other before’

them? Then again, no sooner had
Pius IX. proclaimed as a dogma of
Catholic faith the exemption of
Mary from the original stain, than
the Virgin herself began in Lourdes
those wonderful manifestations,
followed by vast and magnificent
movements which have produced
these two temples dedicated to the
Immaculate Mother, where the
prodigtes  wiich  still continue to
take place through her intercession
furnish splendid arguments against
the incredulity of our days.
Witnesses then as we are of all
those great henefits which God has
granted through the benign in-
fluence of the Virgin in those fiftv
vears now about to be completed,
Awh»v should we not believe our sal-
vation is nearer than we thought—
all the more since we know [rom
experience that in the dispensation
of Divine Providence "when evils
reach their limit deliverance is not
far ofi: “Her time is near at hand
and her days shall not be pro-

tonged. For the T.ord will have
mercy on Jacob, and choose une
out of Israel.” (Isatas xiv. 1).

‘Wherefore the hope we cherish is

not a vain one that we, too, may
before long repeat: “The I,ord
hath broken the staff of the wicked
the rod of the rulers. The whole
carth is quiet and still, it is glad
and hath rejoiced.” (Ihid. 5 and 7).
CHIEF CAUSE OF JOY.

But the first and chiel reason,
Venerable Brothers, why the fiftieth
anniversary of the proclamation of
the dog"ma- of the Immaculate Con-
ception should excite a singular fer-
vor in the souls of Christians Hes
for us in that restoration of all
things in Christ which we have al-
ready proposed in Our first En.y-
clical letter. For can any ome fail
to see that there is no surer or
more direct road than Mary for
uniting all in Christ and obtaining
through Him the perfect adoption
of sons, that we may be_ holy and
immaculate in the sight of God?
For if to Mary it was truly said:
“Blessed art thou who hast be-
lieved because in thee shall be ful-
filled the things that have been
said to thee by the Lord.” (I,uke
i., 45)—that she would conceive
and bring forth the Son of God;
and if she did receive in her breast
Him who is by nature truth it

self in order that ‘‘He, generated in

a new order and with a new nativi-
tv, though invisible in Himself,
ﬁight become visible in our ﬂesh..”
(St. Leo the Great ser. 2, De nativ.
Dom.), the Son of God made man
heing the ‘“‘author and co'nsumm?~
tor of our faith,” it surely follows
that His Mother Most ley ‘shun!d
be recognized as participating 1in

in a manner the guardian of them.
and that upon her as upon a
foundation, the  noblest after
Christ, rises the edifice of the faith
of all centuries.

How think otherwise? Could not
‘God have given us in another way
than through the Virgin the Re-
deemer of the human race and the
Founder of the Faith? But since
Divine Providence has heen pleased
that we should have the Man-God
through Marv, who conceived Him
by the Holy Ghost and bore Him
in her breast, it only remains for
us to receive Christ from the hands
of Mary. Hence, whenever the
Scriptures speak prophetically  of
the grace which was to have ap-
peared among us, the Redeemer of
mankind is almost invariably pre-
sented to us as united with His
Mother. The Lamb that is to rule
the world will be sent—but He will
be sent from the rock of the de-
sert; the flower will blossom but
it will blossom from the root of
Jesse. Adam the father of man-
kind, looked to Mary crushing the
serpent’s head, and he dried the
tears that the malediction nad
brought into his eves. Noah
thought of her when shut up in the
ark of safety, and Abraham when
prevented from the slaving of his

son; Jacob at the sight of the lad-:

der on which angels ascended and
descended; Moses amazed at the
sight of the bush which burned but
was not consumed: David escorting
the Ark of God with dancing and
psalmody: Elias as he looked at
the little cloud that rose out
the sea. In fine, after Christ. we
find in Marv the end of the law
and the folfiiment of the figures and
oracles,

And that through the Virgin,
and through her more than anv
other means, we have offered us u
‘way of reaching the knowledge of
Jesus Christ, cannot be doubted
when it is remembered that with
her alone of all others Jesus was
for thirty vears united, as a son is
usually united with a mother,
the closest

of

in
ties of intimacy gnd
domestic life. Who could Thetter
than His mother have an open
knowledge of the admirable mvs
teries of the birth and childhood of
Christ, and above all of the mvstery
of the Incarnation, which is the be-
ginning  and  the foundation of
fuith?  Mary not onlv  preserved
and meditated

the Lord, but sharing as she did
the thoughts und the secret wishes
of Christ, she may be said to have
lived the very life of her Scn
Hence nobody ever knew Christ so
profoundly as she did, and nobody
can ever be more competent as a
guide and teacher of the knowledge
of Christ.
MARY'S POWER,

Hence it follows, as We have 4l1-
readyv pointed out that the \'irgvjn
is more powerful than all others as
4 means for uniting mankind with
Christ. Hence, too, since according
to Christ Himself: “Now this is
eternal life: That they may know
Thee the onlv true God, and Jesus
Christ whom Thou hast sent.”
(John xvi.. 1%), and since we ob-

tain through JMary the knowledge:

of Christ, through Mary also we
gain more easily that life of which
Christ is the fount and principle.

and if we consider how many and;

how potent are the causes which
render this Most Holy Mother all
eagerness to bestow upon us these
Iprecious gifts, oh! how our hope
'will increase.

For is not Mary the Mother of
Christ? Wherefore she is our
‘Mother also. We are all bound to
(believe that Jesus, the Word made
{Flesh, is also the Saviour of the
-human race. Now, as the Man-God
‘he had a physical body like every
‘other man:; and as Saviour of the
human family he had a spiritual
‘and mystical body; that is the so-

“We are
Christ.”

many in one body in

not only that He might be. made
man, taking His human nature from
her; but also that by means of
the nature assumed from her, He
'might be the Redeemer of mankind.
Hence the angel's words to the
‘shepherds: “Today is born to you
a Saviour, . who is Christ
sLord.” (Luke 1., 11). In the
‘bosom, then of his most chaste
Mother, Christ took to Himself
human flesh and united to Himsel{
the spiritual body formed of those
i“who were to believe in Him.” Sgo
that Mary, bearing in. her breast

‘the Saviour, may be said to have'

borne also all those whose life was
-contained in the life of the Savi-

our. Hence all of us who are

;mnited in Christ and are, as the

| Apostle savs, ‘“members of His
.body and His flesh and of His
‘bones” (Eph. v., 30), have come
forth from the bosom of Mary, as
ithe body united to its head. It
Jollows that spiritually and mys-
tically
Mary, and that she is the Mother
‘of us all. ‘“The Mother spiritually
but truly, of the members of
!Christ which we are.” (St. Aug.
L. de St. Virginitate, ch. 6).
Since the Blessed Virgin is the
‘Mother at once of God and of
men, who can doubt that she uses
all means to obtain from Christ,
“the head of the body of the
'Church”” (Coloss, i., 18), that He
transfuse His gifts through His
members and above all the gift of
knowing Him and of ‘“living by
Him.” (1. John iv., 9).
Futhermore, the -Most Holy
Mother had not only the honor of
“having given the substance of
His flesh to the Only Begotten Son
of God Who was to he born with
human members”’ (Ven. Bede. L.
iv., In Luc. xi.,); from whose sub-
stance the victim was to be pre-
pared for the salvation of men; but
she was also entrusted with the
charge of guarding and nourishing
ithe victim and of presenting Him
for the sacrifice at the appointed
‘itime. Hence that never broken
rcommunion of life ard labor be-
itween the Son and the Mother, so
‘that of both the Prophet’s words
tare true: My life is being con-

;sumed in sorrow, and my years in,

‘mournings.” (Ps. xxx. 11). And

on the events of:when the last hour of the Son ar—!
Bethlehem and the facts which took |rived, ‘‘there stood by the cross ofj
place in Jerusalem in the temple of Jesus His Mother,” not occupied | o

imetely in comtemplation of the
‘cruel spectacle, but rejoicing that
I*‘her Only-Begotten was offered for
(the salvation of the human race,”
cand also so  participating in  His
Ipassion that had it been possible,

,'she would much more  willingly
i have suflered all the torments
iwhich her Son  suffered.” (St.

|Bonav, Sent. d. 48, ad Litt. dub.
'4). And by this communion of
'pain and of will between Christ and
!Mary ‘‘she imerited to hecome
'most worthily the restorer of the
lost world” (Eadmeri Mon. de ex-
cellentia  Virginis Mariae, ¢h. q),
"and hence, too, the dispenser of all
rthe gifts which Jesus won for us
by His death and His blood.

MARY AS MEDIATOR.

We ‘do not deny that the distri-
‘bution of these gifts belongs by
'strict and peculiar right to Christ,
Isince they are the fruit of ilis
ideath, and He is of Himself the
mediator between God and man.
Yet by that participation we have
described of pain and sorrow of
the Mother and her Son, it was
granted to the august Virgin ‘‘to
be with her Only-Begotten Son, the
most potent mediatrix and advo-
cate in all the earth.” (Pius X,
|Bull Inefiabilis). Christ is there-
'fore the fount “‘and of His fulness
we have all received” (John i., 16);
“from whom the whole body heing
compactly and fitly joined together
by what every joint supplieth, ac-
cording to the operation in the

the divine mysteries and as being:ci-ety of those who believe in Christ. |measure of every part, maketh in—‘

(Rom. xii., 5). But the
i Virgin conceived the Eternal Son:

the .

we are called children of! grace.

crease of the body unto the edify-
ing of itself in charity” (Eph. iv.,
16); Mary, as St. Bernard justly
remarks, is ‘‘the channel” (Sermo
de temp. in Nativ. B. Mariae Virg.
de Agmaeductu, ne 4,) or to use
ianother phrase, she is the neck by
‘which the body is united to the
. head, and the head sends life and
strength through the body. “For
she is the neck of our head through
which every spiritual gift is ‘com-
municated to His mystical body.”
(St. Bernardine of Sienna, Quadreg
de evangel. actern. Serm. x. a 3 ch.
3). From all this it is clear we
are very far [rom attributing to
the Virgin the power of producing

supernatural grace, for this be-
longs  to God alone. But as she

surpasses all human. creatures in
‘sanctity and in union with Christ,
and as she was chosen by Christ
to be His companion in the work
-of human salvation, she has merit-
ed for us, “de congruo,”’ what

' Christ has merited for us, “‘de con-

she is the first of
in the distribution of
! Christ “‘sitteth on the right
‘hand of the Majesty on high”
| (Heb. i., 3); and Mary stands at
'His right hand as Queen, ‘‘the
isurest refuge and wmost faithful
I’helper of all in peril, so that there
'is no place for fear or despair,
where she is the guide and pro-
jtector and intercessor and defend-
ter,” (Pius IX., Bull Ineffabilis).

]

i Returning now to Our purpose
‘after laying down these principles,
‘who can fail to see that We had
'reason to affirm that Mary, who
from Nazareth to Calvary was the
inscp~rable compenion of Jesus,
who knew better than all others
the secrets of His heart, and who
by right of motherhood adminis
ters the treasures of His merits,
iis the chief and most efficacious
lassistance to us for arriving at the
knowledge and love of Christ?
Only too strongly is this confirmed
by the -deplorable condition ot
‘those who, cither through diaboli-
jcal deceit or through prejudice,
;think that thev can do without the
ihelp of the Virgin. Hapless are
,they who neglect Mary under pre-
‘text of the honor to he paid to
;Jesus Christ! As if the Child
tcould be found elsewhere than with

1[ the Mother.

,digno,” and
| Ministers

| KNOWLEDGFE AND LOVE OF

CHRIST.
Al this being so, Venerable
rothers, We will that in -this

isense above all, be directed those
celebrations which are now every-
where heing prepared in honor of
the Immaculate Virgin. For no
homage is more acceptable or more
‘pleasing to Mary than that we
ishould rightly  know and love
Jesus. Let the faithful, then, flock
‘in th.ongs to the temples, let there
be splendid solcmnities and public
joy in the cities—ior all this is of

no small ard m the Loetorine of G-
votion. But unless 11 this he ac
companied by the assent of tle

will, we shall have merely cxter-
nal ceremonyv, which gives only
the semblance of religious feeling.
And the Virgin on beholding it,
‘will have reason to rebuke us in
the words of Christ, *This people
honor me with their lips, but their
‘heart is far from me.” (Matthew
ng., 8).

' True devotion to the Virgin is
:Only that which springs from the
|soul, and the external acts of the
jbody are of abhsolutely no avail
{when they are divided from acts of
ithe soul. Now it is necessary that
jthe action of the soul should aim
|solely in making us bedient in all
{things to Mary's Divine Son. For
ithe only true love is that which
‘possesses efficacy for uniting wills;
jour will and Mary’s will must be.

“one—that of serving the TLord
|Christ. Hence the Virgin most
i prudent repeats to us what she

isuggested to the servants at the
imarriage of Cana, ‘Do whatever
he shall say to youw.” (John ii.,



