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of persons were excluded from a fre-
querit approach to the holy table; for

instance those engaged in trade, or even

those living in the state of matrimofly.

Others, however, went to the opposite

extreme. Uncier the persuasion that

daily Communion was a divine precept,

and in order that no day might pass

without the reception of the Sacramient,

besides other practices contrary to the

approved usage of the Church, they held

that the Holy Eucharist ought to be

received, and in fact administered it,

even on Good Friday.

Under these circumstances the Holy

See did not fait in ils duty of vigilance.
For by a decree of this Sacred Congre-

gation, which begins with the words
Oumn ad aures, issued on the l2th

February, A.D. 1679, with the approba-

tion of Innocent VI., it condemned these

errors. and put a stop to such abuses; aI

the same time declaring that all the

fajîliful, of whatsoever class, merchants

or tradesmen, or married persons not

excepted, mright be admitted to frequent

Communion, according to the devotiori

of each one and the judgment of his

confessor. And on the 7th December,

1690, by the dc~ree of Pope Alexander

VIII., Sanctissimus Dominus, the pro-
position of Baius, postulating a perfectlY

Pure love of God, without any admix-

ture of defect, as requisite on the part

Of those who wished to approach the
holy table was condemned.

Yet the poison of Janseflism, which,
under the pretext of showing due bonor
and reverence to the Holy Eucharist,
had inf ected the minds even of good men,

did flot entireiy disappear. The con-

troversy as to the dispositions requisite
for the iawful and laudable frequenla-
lion of the Sacrament survived the
deciarations of the Hoiy See; so mnucb

8o, indeed, that certain theologiafis Of

good, repute judged that daily Conm-
munion should be aiiowed to the faitb-

fui oniy in rare cases, and under manyý

conditions.
On the other hand, there were not

wanting men of iearning and piety who

more readiiy granted permission for

this practic'e, an saiutary and pleasiflg
to God. In accordance with the teach-
ing of the Fathers, they maintained
tbat there was no precept of the Church
whicb prescribed more perfect dispos-
itions in the case of daily than of weekly
or monthly Communion; wbile the good

effecta of daily Communion would, they

alleged, be far more abundant than
those of Communion received weekly
or monthly.

In our own day the controversy bas

been carried on with increased warmth,

r and not witboul bitterness, so that the

minds of confessors and the consciences

of the faithfui have been disturbed to

the no small detriment of Christianu pietY

and devotion. Accordingiy, certain

distiniquisbed men, themselves pastor

ýof souls, have urgeiitly besought Hia
Holinesa Pope Pius X. to deign to settle,

by bis supreme autbority, the questions

concerning the dispositions reqUiBite for
daily Communion; so tbat thi8 usage, 80
sauayan nlasnt od ih ot
oniy sufer no decrease amoflg the faith-

fui, but lnight ratber be promoted and

everywbere propagated; a thing Most

desirabie in these days, wben religion
and the Catholic faitb are attacked on

al ides, and the true love of God and

genuine piety are 80 lacking in mnanY
quartera. And HisaI{oiness, being

mosl earnestiy deirous, out of bis
abundant solicitude and zeal, that the

faithful should be invited ta partake

of tbe sacred banquet as oten as POS-
sible, and even daily, and sbould profit

to the utmosl by its fruits, comuiitted
the aforeaaid question to Ibis Sacred

Congregation, to be iooked inte and

decided once for ail (deflWlldm)-
Accordingiy. tbe Sacred Congregation,

of tbe Council, in a plenary Session,

heid 101h December, 1905, submnitted

the wbole malter to a very careful

scrutiny; and, afler seduiously examitu-

ing tbe reasons adduced on eitber ide,

4determined and declarcd as follows:

1. Frequent and daily Communion,
as a thing most earnestly desired by

1 Christ Our, Lord and by te Catoic
Church, should be open to al the
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thereto, nevertheess it is sufficient
that tbey b. free front mortai sin,

witb the purpose cf neyer *innin
mortaily in future; and? if tbey bave

this sincere purpMsO.il is impossible

but thal daily comuhfunicants sbould
graduaîly ematcipate tbemselves
from even venuS1 oisiu, and froni al

affection Ibereto.
4. But whereas the Sacramento of

the New Law, thouugb tbey take effeet

ex apure oporatO, nevertheless pro-
duce a greater effert in proportion as

the dispositions of the recipient are

better; theref ore, care s to be taken

that Holy Communion be preceded by
serous preparatiun, and followed by
a suitable thanksgiving according 10

each one's strength, circunistances
and duties.

5. That the practice of frequent

and daiiy Communion may be carried
out with greater prudence and more

abundant menit, tbe confessor's ad-

vice sbouid be aaked. Confessors,
however, are to be careful net lu dis-

suade anyone (ne qsemqulm aver:
tant) fromn frequent and daily Comi-

muion, provided that b. is in s state

of grace, and approaches witb a rigbt
*intention.

6. But since it is Plain thatt, bY
tbe frequent or daily reception of

the Hoiy Euchaflst, union with
Christ is fostercd, the spiritual life

more abundantiy sustained, the soul
more icbiy endowed witb virtues,
and an even urer pledge of everlast-
ing happinesa beatOwed on the recipi-

eut, therefore psrisb prieste, con-
fessersansd preachers-in accurdance
witb the appruvnd teacbitig of the
Roman Catechiom <Part ii, cap. 4,n.

60)-are frequiOntiY, snd with greât

seal, 10 exhort the faithful tu Ibis de-1

vont sud salutarY practicè.

7. Frequent and daily Communion
in tu be promnoted eapecialy in reli-

gulous Ordera and cungregatiOns Of al
kinds; witb regard to Which, however,
the deeree Queunndrncdu, issued on
the I7tb December, 1890, by the
Sacred Congregation cf Biabops and
Regulars is to remain in force. It is
alsu te be promoted especiallY in
eccesiastical seninaries, wbere stu-
dents are Preparing for the service Of
the atar; as aise in ail Christian es-
tablishments, Of wlatcver kind, for
the train ing of youth.

8- In the case cf religiouis institutets,
wbether Of snlemn or religucus VOw5,

in whose ruleg or constitutions, or
câlendari, Communion in assigned to
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Rev. A La Bonte, OM.I., of the St.
Boniface Industrial School, will be or-
dained prient, and Rev. Maurice 'Pier-
quin, aubdeacon, next Sunday.
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