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. POGRESSIVE CHURCH LIFE
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Birkenhead of the West; and what ap-
plies particularly, to our knowledge,
to the Presbyterian denomination may
be held as true in differing degrees of
the other branches of the christian
church in western C(anada generally
and on the DPacific coast particularly.

That such interests and activities
are essential to the healthful life of
the community few sane people deuy.
Even men who are disposed to stand
aloof from the christian church, and
who may tolerate unchecked the cheap
taunts and jeers of its antagomsts,
admit the wholesome and uplifting in-
fluence of the church.

The truth in the opening quotation
from Goldsmith as to wealth and men
has been demonstrated again and again
in the history of the nations of the
world, and we find that the same in-
exorable but beneficient
plicable in the individual life. In-
crease in material well-being carries
with it temptations that may easily
lead to atrophy of soul; and sometimes
it seems as if the ultimate question
might become, not whether a man's
soul shall be saved, but whether he has
a soul to save; whether he has, in the
suggestive phrase of a modern writer,
taken any real interest in the subject
of or given time to, ‘‘growing a soul.”’
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Poverty of soul-growth makes some
people choose any company other than
their own. of the
evolutionary theory as applied to tne
physical world may vary, all men come
to recognize that in the process of de-
velopment of the mind and soul in
this life, each being evolves ‘“a mind
not to be changed by place or time,’’
for

However, heliefs

““The mind is its own place, and in
itself

Can make a Heaven of Hell, a Hell of
Heaven.”’



