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A PHILADELPHIA firm, Clark, Reeve &Ce. no doubt the starting point to complete a revo
contracted on Nov. 25 th to have an iron bridge lution in Halifax trade with the West Indies.
of 150 tons weight and 250 span erected FROM Westmoreland, N.B. atone quarries, the
over the Grand River at the City of Brantford, news is that the Union Freestone Co., employ.
by January 21st. It was shipped last month ing zoo men, sbipped above 7,000 tons in 1878,
in advance of contracted time. of which 4,500 tons went to the United States,

IT will horrify people in Britain to learn tO 8oo tons to St. John, and about 2,500 tons to
what proportion the making of those unhealthy Moncton for gas-house foundations, railway
things, stoves, has grown in " America ". The bridges, &c. The Woodpoint quarries, whose
American Mannufacturer says that: In 1830 stone is in demand at Boston and New York,
the estimated number of stoves made in the has closed for the season.
United States was 25,ooo; inz64o, oo,ooo; in IN view of the possible effect of the Prince
1850, 375,000 ; in 186o, r,ooo,ooo ; in 1870, Edward Railway upon the trade of Belleville,
2,100,000, valued at $37,000,ooo. The value of it i proposed either ta bridge the bay with iron
heating furnaces annualy made in this country a. a cost of $iooooo, or to establish a first-class
will amount to $2o,ooo,ooo. There are in the in the winter that would break
United States abort 350 foundries engaged in througb the ice and keep a channel open.
the minnufacture of stoves and furnaces, using HAMILTON post office received and despatched
annualy 5oo,ooo tons of iron. registered letters during 1878: received for de-

THE Nova Scotia Central Board of Agri- liveîy, 90,469; mailed to Great Britain, 3,750
culture met on the 8th, and decided- that not
Truro or Kentville, but Halifax, should have the 416 each day, a very tidy business, exceeding
next Exhibition. It will be held in October the figures Of 1877 by 6,030 letters.
1879, and substantial buildings erected on South SHIP-BUILDING used to be a very healthy
common, fronting on Morris and St Lower Road business i the State of Maine, but during the

A MEETING of W. C. Brennan & Co.'s credit-A METIN OfW. C Brnna & C.'screit-last three years the tonnage built bas run downors was held on the 3oth uilt., at which were
present such a gathering of lawyers as had not building tes nl 41 per nt. of he
previously been witnessed in Halifax on such an
occasion. The meeting failed to elect either average of the three former years, wbile it is
assignee or inspectora, the majority of votes in e ed ,oo ts.
each case being opposed to the majority in A TABLE basb
amount, and the whole case nust be submitted A rAaL a aeen society metg in
to the Judge in Insolvency. and shwn t agrete poutino in

MUIR & SCOTT, of Halifax-who obtained
extension of time last spring, have been obliged ineach Of 27 past years. Since i850, the pro-
again to call their creditors together, this time t
asking a compromise of 6o per cent., payable 25 growing uses of the metal and by the vast
per cent. in three months, 25 per cent. in nine constructive works going on aIl over the globe.
and 1o per cent. in twelve months, without se- 1850 the production of pig iron in tht world
curity. Creditors seemed disposed to accept was belîeved to be about 4,500,000 tons; lAst
even a amaller amount provided security were year it bad risen to 13,620,000 tons. In the
given. period mentioned Great Britain bas trebled its

T HE Windsor and Annapolis Railway Com- production, but in that period the output of the
pany bas felt the loss of the Windsor branch, United States bas been quadrupled, and that of
but have made much improvement in the road Germany bas progressed in nearly as rapid a
and rolling stock during the past summer. The ratio. The make of France and Belgium has
aboiteau at Hantsport, has been rebuilt. Steel varied greatly, but in botb countries it is now
rails have been laid from Windsor to Cambridge threefold what n was in 1850. In Russia, Swe-
and from Annapolis to Roundhill. A large den and Austria-Hungary there is now a doubled
amount of money has been spent in filing ra- production; the output of Spain bas increased
vines and in constructing the iron bridge at 50 per cent.; that of Italy ie stationary ; and
Horton Landing, as well as in repairing and that of Norvay shows a considerable falling off.
painting the passenger cars. A VERY cool and business like forger bas

DURINO the past season of navigation 23,416 been arrested in Charlottetown, P.E.I. His
vessels of all kinds passed Fort Gratiot lighthouse nime iS Chas. Harroîl, but he called himself
on the river St. Clair in entering or leaving Lake James McLean, and bas drawn three bogus
Huron. Sixty four vessels passed ev ry day, cheques on the Union Bank of P.E.I. in the
nearly three per hour. What an immense com- name of Angus McDonald, of West River. The
merce is here implied, assuming an average cashier, on hearing from Mr. McDonAld of the
capacity of 500 tons, we have here a tonnage of first bogue cheque, directed that gentleman to
11,708,000 tons, yet the season was an extreme- draw no cheques in the meantime, as another
ly dull one for floating craft and many hundreds bogue one would probably come to light. Hie
of vessels and propellers being laid up. surmise was correct, for after waiting three

AN attempt is to be made at Halifax to have weeks, forged cheque NO. 2 came, for S120.64,
direct steam communication with Havana. When the bird wae caged, another cheque for

hrbe firet vessel, the steamer Valetta, of the 8go.8o was found on him.
Montreal and Acadien line, will leave Halifax THE resumption of specie payments was ac-fur ilavasia direct on January a5th. This is complished in the United States on the 2nd

inst. At tie Sub-Treasury, in New York, there
was a positive gain of gold during the day ; the
amount deposited being 8400,000, and the
amount withdrawn only 0130,000.

OUT of the arrest, which we have before men.
tioned, by Messrs. Mackenzie, Powis & Co.,
Montreal, of Mr. W. J. Shaw, wholesale grocer
of this city, when he was about leaving for
Europe, bas arisen an action for damages for
85o.ooo, broughtby Mr. Shaw against the firm
named. The case was tried before the Superior
Court in Montreal last week, when Mr. Justice
Johnson took the view that Mackenzie, Powis
& Co. were justified in the step they adopted to
collect an overdue debt, and consequently that
there were no grounds for this action by Mr.
Shaw, which was accordingly dismissed with
costs. The case will, it is stated, be appealed.

THE firm of Lymans Clare & Co., wholesale
druggists, Montreal, bas been dissolved, and
will hereafter be known as Lyman Sons & Co.,
the firm being composed of Delia A. Lyman,
Henry Lyman. Alex. Manson, Chas. Lyman
and R. C. Lyman. The firm of Meyer, Boas
& Co., commission dry goods merchants, has
also dissolved, Jacob Meyer and Seelig Maass
retiring. Mr. Boas continues in Montreal under
the nane of B. A. Boas & Co.

DURING the past week there have been 15 as-
signments made, 4 of them by general dealers,
3 by gracers, 2 by dry g>ods men ; ro attach-
ments issue-i, one against Colin Gearing of
Picton ; 3 traders offer compromises, 2 ask ex-
tensions, and 2 meet their creditors. Thirteen
traders go out of business, 4 of them millers, 3
hotel or saloon keepers. Wm. Currie, of St.
Mary's, his assigned; a demand to assign is
made on St. Marie Bros., dry goods, Montreal ;
H. C. Evans & Co., grocers, Halifax, have sus-
pended, owing $25,000. S. R. Foster & Son,
manufacturera, St. John, are in difficulty,
but show a surplus of 119,000 ; Carvell
Brothers, general merchants, Charlotte-
town, have stoppel, owing some Sgo,ooo ; J. E.
Clement, of St. John's, Que., has been placed
in insolvency.

MARITIME PROVINCES FAILURE
FIGURES.

The failures in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick,
and Prince Edward Island, were more numerous
last year than in 1877, and the aggregate of
their liabilities also greater ; although in the
two provinces last named the failures are nu.
merically less. The figures are:

NOVA SCOTIA.

1877-Failures, 116; liabilities, 81,186,403;
1878- " 168 ; " 2,077,663

showing an increase during 1878 of 52 in num-
ber, and 1891,260 in amount of liabilities, which,
while greater than either of the two previous
years, are yet 1750,000 less than those of 1875.

NEW BRUNSWICK.

1877-Failures, 139; liabilities, $1,384,634;
1878- " 138 ; .4 1,517,372.

With one failure less, the obligations are thus
132,738 greater. Although'double the amount

of the failures of 1876, still these figures are not
half the amount for 1875.
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