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see Mr. Gladstone may live to two hundred. If he does, and
continues to advance in his revolutionary line at his present
rate he will come to a great pass at last.

The choice of a leader is a serious matter, for the masses to
whom the franchise has now been extended, ignorant of all
questions and careless of all principles, have nothing to fol-
low but a name. Gladstonian is the proper title of the
party ; a member of Parliament is elected to vote with Mr.
Gladstone, which he must do on all ocecasions, at the peril of
his political life. If he gives a conscientious vote he im-
mediately receives a notice of dismissal from the Caucus.
Thus government by the people has, for the time at least
resulted in autocracy.

—The Imperial Federation movement has ended in the pro-
posal by Lord Rosebery of an annual Conference. Not only is
a Conference not a Federation, but the proposal seems to imply
that the idea of federation is laid aside. However, if the Con-
ference is not to be a mere palaver, it must be invested with
some sort of authority, and to be invested with any sort of
authority it must be chosen in a regular way, with the con-
sent of the several Colonies, and with an accredited representa-
tive from the Mother Country. Of mere oratory and frater-
nization we have surely had enough.

'—Canada may well keep her cyes anxiously fixed on the
European war-cloud for two reasons: because & maritime
war would suspend her trade with Europe and because a war
between Great Britain and France would set the British and
French Provinces of the Dominion by the ears. But to at-
tempt to register the daily shiftings of the cloud and the
changes in its hue is vain. Lord Salisbury tells us there will
be peace; and this is sufficient assurance that there are no
immediate signs of war. Lord Salisbury’s skill in diplomacy



