
LORD MACAULAY : A MENTAL STUDY.

little for science and art. His mind
was narrow but powerful, powerful per-
haps in consequence of its narrow
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haunt their blood they cannot enclose themselves
in a little pinfold of demonstrable knowledge,
and call it the universe."

ange, refusing to turn aside and busy This wider and richer nature Macau-

tself upon those fields of conjecture lay certainly had not. He might boast

nd uncertainty to which most people hirself clear of superstition and pre-

eel such strong attraction. It mav be judice, and we must ail agree he had an

hat Macaulay would have called one eminentlv rational mmd. and yet, says

ho cared about such things, a " miser- Carlyle, "If the man who bas no

ble ghost-seer, surrounded by phan- strength of affection, strengtb of belief,

oms in the noon-day, trembling under have no strengtb of prejudice, let him
breeze vhen the leaves were stili, thank Heaven for it,but to himself take

vithout appetite for the common ob- small tmanks."
ects of human desire, but pining after It is the absence of this lement in

noonbeams.j But in these matters a udacaulav's memd that makes it impos-

-ertain mean is to be observed;, it is sible for bim to rank above mere bal-

in unhealtby frame of med whose in- lad writers. No part of Trevelyan's

~erest lies solely in the shades and nooks work is weakcr than that part of the 3th

f life; but one who feels not an inter- chapter in which he struggles labori-

est in what interests most of his fellow- ously to prove that the potic nature

creatures, who stands above thei super- was there." There is much in the

stitions and weaknesses, their fears and diction and rough mechanism of the

hopes, is but haf-human, for a man is Lays that reminds us of the poetical

strong tbrough bis weakness as well as work of Scott, and yet who would think

bis strength. Though fanatics may be of setting the two writers as poets on a

morally worse for their fanaticism, it par? The richer nature was present

gives the transcendant energy that in Scott, carrying him at times to

makes the in action a Cromwell or heights that Macauay neyer attempts.

Napoleon, in thought an Isaia or Yet Macaulay was much more of an

Johnson. ru illustration of this let me artist than Scott; is work is perfectly

quote a suggestive passage fromn Do\v- finishied, and wvhat we may caîl bis lo'v

den's "Mmd and Art of Shakes- level much higher. Both again had a

peare:n strong love for historica associations,

lowever we may account for , the fact and a fine piece of scncry affected them

unquestionable that some of the richest creative more deeply if it brought with it an
natures of the world have ail their lives been be- historical reminiscence Bt lmacau-
lievers, if niot with their intellect, at least witha' oeo aur vsmrl kn
their instinctive feelings and their imagination, i at s i -

much of the old-wives' lore of the nursery. Scott deep. Here, as in so many other points,
loes not as a skweptic make use in his novels of he ias of the eighteenth century, but

ghostly and supernatural machinery for
the sake of proucing cern Scott was too much of a Scotchman not

cetdiatsicef ctinadtogsecaim.o h

lie retained at least a half-faith in the Gothic to feel the love of ild nature for its
mytholwgy of the north. ooethe for a time de- own sake.
voted hmself to the pursuit ot alchemy. We w is a peo

slighter ~ ~ ~~ pa ?n The rier natures a erv u- Mcua was alhslf presentou

selves altogether of the sense for such pheno- genius, and tbe sayings of bis ctildhood

Napolten and me thuht an Isaiah our-bs

mena; w can elevate ourselves into a rare at- recordedbyTrevelyanareaproof of
mosthere of intesg ectuaity an credoulity. The
wider an richer natures of creative artists
a"d olrwey aouneta front the race, the following t was bis practice ta

ha be thoasome of the influences of read from the time he vas three years
their envronment for this to be possil in theirl a u ore f
case. While dim recollections and forefeelings m thabing bot; ahs beor. i he re

lmhe r u himh utadoter. h n h i

naueofrte wlorld hav al thei lives been be-emutd wto
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