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EARTHSTONE.

and shown mysclf supremely conscious of my
abasement, yon might have forgiven me for not
being a scion, in the direct line, of the house
of Stanley or Russell.”

For once in her life Anguxtn Hareross gave
way to o little burst of womanly feeling  She
vuse suddenly, and went towards the door lewd-
ing to her dressing-room, and then pausing on
the threshold, turned to her husband,

«] belicve I could have forgiven you any.
thing, ITubert, but the confussion that you have
never eared for me,”’

Something in her tone and laok touched
vim, even in the midst of his indignation, e
went over to the doorway, and stuppued her as
she was leaviuy the room,

¢ Never cared for you, Augusta ! he repented,
#What foolish stufl all this ist Why do you
goad me into & furious passion, and  then take
what 1 suy for gospel ¢ Forgive me tor any-
thing savage I may have said just now, it had
no real meaning. 1 was stung to the quick by
your contemptuous allusions to my mother, I
give you my honour, Augusta, she was n good
woriu,  Whatever may be the mystery of that
fatal ulliance, I would pledge my life that she
was guiltless, I am never likely to know the
details of that story ; why shiould you wish to
e wiser than 1?2 Let it rest witl the dead. Bly
childhood and youth were protected by o friend
of iny father's, 1 man whose nature wus as noble
as his was base, Come, Augusta, be reason-
able,” he went on, regaining something of his
asnal easy manner, ¢ Forgive me for any non-
seuse that anger may have made me say just
now, and let us drop this subject at once and
for ever. This is the first time it has been
bronched between us.  Be wise, my dear, and
tet it be the last.?

¢ As you please,” Mrs. Harcross replicd cold-
Iy. “Since nothing you could tell me could
possibly lessen the pain this discovery has
given e, I am not likely to torment you with
any farther allusion to it. As for what you
suitd of myself just now, I may forgive, but 1
am not very likely to forget it.”

 Did I say anything very ferocious?” asked
Sr. Harcross with a little carcless laugh;
& pray take it all for what it was worth, Augus.
W A man'’s tongue runs at random when he
ixina mge. Upon my word, I dow't know
what T said I was very fond of my poor mu-

. ther —1 can sco the dear face now, not what it

is in that portrait, but faded and careworn as
it grew betore she died—and when 1 consider
wlmt her life might have been, and how that
villaiu ruined it, there is no limit to my hatred
of his memory.  But I will never speak of hitn
aguin, Shake hands, Augusta, and forget that
I have been a brute.”?

So there was reconciliation and peace ; rather
a hollow peace, perhaps, at the best, but sulli-
cient for the preseevation of the amenities of
domestic life, which were not outraged that
season by any obvious estrungement between
3ir. and Mra. Hurcross. To the polits world they
were #till %My dear Hubert” and ¢ My dear
Augusta,” nor did footmen breaking in upon
their privacy with a coal-scuttic or a salver of
letters ever discover them sulky or quurrel-
some.  Yet Mrs. Harcross had in nowise for-
gotten the impulsive utterances of that night,
and the bitter doubt of her husbund's affection
came very often between her and her joys of
williuery.

Nor could she teach herself to forget that
miscrable discovery which Mr. Weston Vallo-
tv's goud-nature had assisted her to make,
There arc some women in whose gentle souls
the knowledge of such & blemish in the life of
their best beloved would huve fuspired only o
supreme tenderness und pity, women who
would have loved Walgrave-Harcross only so
much the more—who would have been so
miutech the more proud of the reputation he had
won for himself, for the snd story of his birth
aud childhoud. But Mrs. Harcross was not
stch a woman.  She nover thought of her hus-
band's sceret without thinking how it would
fook in the eyes of her own particular world if
it were suddeuly made public—as it might be,
she told herself, at any woment. She had no
power of lovking beyond that narrow cirele in
which  she  revolved,  Westbourne-termes
boundud ber world on the north, and Ecele-
stun-square on the south ; Brighton and Scar-
gurongh, ms and Spa, were the outlying de-
pendencies of this cmpire,  Of the vast muss
of homauity outside her sphere, of the great
uuinn rce of the future, to which, should her
ausband win greatuess, he might safely confide
his fame, Mrs, Harcross thought not at all,
Had hier busbaud Leen an Emsinus o o Ra-
phael she would huve still been ashamed of
lrim, with tha¢ blot ou his escutcheon.

“1 have often felt ancomiortable when my
friends have usked about his people; whether
he betonged to the Walgraves of Chueshire or
the Hudicy Walgravers, and so on,” she said to
herself,  * What shall 1 feel now 9

Walgrave-lureross went on his way, and
made wo sigu. Everything prospered with him ;
his reputation ripenest like fruit on 8 southern
wall.  He had a wonderful kunck of mnking
the most of his succesdes, without any appear-
ance of self-wpprecintion.  Men of high repute
deferred io him, and acknowledged thst i his
own particular line he was unupprouchable,
The repuiation was not, perhnps, 4 very loity
one, he was hardly ou the high-road to become
a Bucon, or cven o Thurlow; but it wus a re-
putation that mnde him & marked maun at
dinner-partice, and mised Mrs, Hurcross day
Ly day just & step highor on the crowded slope
which leads to that Heavenly Jerusalem of
“the best socicty;” uud this state of things
would have entircly satisfied Mr. Vallorys
danghter, had it not iwun for that bitter seeret
which vexed the repose of her soul.

Wide: as the gulf had always been between
husband’ and wife, 1t wideued a little more
after this, or perhaps it was rather that the se-
verauce became more perceplible.  There was
a kiud of cmlarrassment in their intercourse,
Hubert’s manner wag ut once cold and apolo-
getic. Augusta gave way to melancholy by

_the domestic hearth, instituted a chronic head-

ache, and isolated herself in her morning-room
with the ferns and chints roscbuds, ‘That
splendid interior in Mastodon-crescent Jdid not
make a lively picture, when there were uo
gucats to cull forth the social instiucts of AMr.
and Mrs. Harcross. But they never quarretled ;
on’ that poiut Augusia congratuluted hersulf
with a lofty pride,

« 1 havy never quarelled with my husbaud,”
she sajd o herself, * not vven on that dreadtul
night when he deliberately insulted me.

Thees were not wmany oveniugs, howevoer, on
which the house in Mastodon-crescent was thus
gloomy. During the souson Mr. aud Mrs, Har-
cluss aucly stayed at bulue togeilier, exeept o

reeeive company. ‘There were ocensions when !
the pentleman exensed himself from woing
out, and &t alone in the chilly libery till the
small hours, cramming himself with fucts and
figiures for the next dny’s business; but An-
guata was not fetteved by his lahours, and went
forth alone, radiant and splendid, to awaken
envy in thebreasts of loss fortunate matrona,

Mrs, Hurcross and Genrgic Davenant le-
came fust fricnds in the interval that clapsed
bLefore the dumsel’s mnrriage.  Georgie was an
enthusinstic worshipper of the beantiful, and
that cold perfect face of Augusta’s had woun her
henrt ut once. She exalted the lawyer's daughter
into a heroine, and was as mneh thattered by
Augusta's notice as if she had been one of the
greatest ladics in the Jand,  Other givls had
complained of the impossibility of # gretting on”
with Mrs. Hurcross, but bright little Georgic
warmed the statue into somo kind of lite. I
Mrs. Harcross could be warmly interested In
any subject, that subject was dress, and at such
a period it was nuturally u theme of no smnll
importance in tho cyes of Miss Davenant. In
giving her new friend her sympathy, Mrs, Har-
crosg perhaps regardal ber less as o younys ldy
who was going to be married than as n young
lady who required a tronssean. She earried
Miss Davenunt about shopping with her in her
own barouche, or bronghum, as the weather sug-
gested, until Mrx, Chowder, the damsel's aunt,
fecling herself a erenture of limited idens in
compnrison with Mrs, Harcross, dropped into
the buckground quictly, and contented herself
with ordering recherché luncheons for her styl-
ish guest, and placidly coinciding with ull
Augusta’s opinions,

To be continued.)

“I HAVE DRANK MY LAST GLASS.”

B8Y LOUISE §. UrUAN.

No, comrrdes, I thank you, not any for me :

My last ehatin is riven, heneeforwnrd [t free !

L will gu to my omo and my children to-night

With uy fumos of liquor theéir spirits to blight :

Aund with tears in my eyes, I will beg mf' pour wife

To furcive me the wreck L have made of her life !

*= L huve nevor refused you bofore 1" Lot that pass,
For L've drank my last glass, boys,
1 buve drank my {ust glass !

Just look at mo now, boyy. in rags and disgrace,
With my blom;od, haggard eyes, and my red, bloated
e

QKkee
Mark my faltering stop and myfweak, prlsied hund,
Aud the u‘;urk onwy brow that 13 worse thau Cain's
rimnd ;
See my crownless old hat, and wmy olbows and

neos
Alike warmed by tho sun or chilled bir tha breeze ;
Why, even tho children will hoot s 1 pass—

But I've drank my last glass, boys,

1 bhave drunk wy last gloas !

You would hardly belisve, buys, to luok at me now,
Thut o mother's soft bund wits once pressed on my

brow,
When ghe kissod me, aud blessed me, ber durling,
er pride,
Ere she lny duwn to rest by my dead father’s side ;
But with love in her cyes, sho looked up to the sky,
Bidding me mt'!'ut. hor there, und whispered, - Goud-

30,
And I'll do it. God helping! Your smilo X lot pass
For I’vo drunk my lust glass, boys,
I have drank my lnst glnaa

Ah 1 I reoled home lust night—it was not verylate
For ['d spent my last sixpence, and lundlords won't

wai

On a follow whe's left every cont in their till,

And hias puwnoed his Inst bed, their coffors to fil!

Oh 1 the tormeots I felt, and the paugs [ ondared !

And [ begxe-ldfur vne glasy — just onc would havo

cured;

But they kicked me out doors!—I let that t00 puss,
For [’vo drunk wy last glass, boys,
1 have drank my lust gluas |

At homo, my Pet Susig, with her soft golden hair,
1 suw, through the window, just kneeling in prayer ;
From Ler pale, hony hands, bor turn slecves werv
strung down,
While her feet, cold and baro, shrank beneath her
seant gown ; A
Aud she prayed—prayed for bread, just & poor crust
of brend, .
Fur one crust—on hor knees, my pot darling plead :
And [heard, with no penny to buy one, alas!
But L’ve drank wy last glass, boys,
Lhavo drank my lust glass §

For Susie, my durling, my weo s1x-year-old,
Though fuinting with hungos and shivering with

(1)
Thure, vu the'bare flour, asked God to bless ne:!
Aud she said, ~ Don't cry, mawwmn! Lo will! for

you soe,
I beliere what { ugkod for 1" Thes, sabered, I erept
Away l‘:unlx the huusv ; and chat npight, when 1
slept, .
Next my hoart lay tho PLEDGE I—You smile !
CL it pras,
But I'vo drank my Jast glass, boys,
1 havo drunk wy last glaus |

My dnrling child snved me ¢  Hier fuith and her love
Are nhin to my dear saintod muthor’s above |
1 will ke hor wurds rrue, or I'lldic in tho raco,
And aober 1'l1 20 to my last resting-place ;
Aud vhe shall kuool thore, nnd wooping, thank God
No drunkard lios unclor that duisy-strown xod !
Not & drop more of f‘nuixon my lipsshall e’or pass,
For 1’ve drank wy lust glass, boys,
I've deank wmy last glass !

A TELECRAPEIST'S STORY.

“And yon must reully go away, and remaln
all night in thel noasty old box of yours, and
leave your little Rosebud, as you endl ber, all
alone hiery, to imagine all sorts of hurrid things
hasppening 10 her poor old boy, Couldn's you
stay il home Just for thisx one nighy 2

s Couldn’t possibly do i, my love,” sald I,
struggllng Into wmy great eonl, and possessing
mysell at the snme timo of my big driving-
sloves, which my Uitlo wife was ubscutly trying
to 1t ou lior own tittle hands.

¢ Not If I very much wished it, WHle? Do
you know I fell so strange and lonely last night
when you wero away that I could hardly make
up my mind (o go to bud uwt ull; nd to-night 1
can searcely bear the thoughl that you should
be #o long absent. You kuow whut o timld,
foollsh little thing I am.”

Mor arm quletly stole round e, and she
looked up to my faece with a wistful anxious
look, while a tear stood glistoniug inthe corners
of her sweet blue eyus.

*Why, you wee goose,” snid I, kiss'ng nway
the baght token of her enrnestnexs, « what has
pui such absurd thoughis imto thut wise noddie
of yours? Are yYou wirnid that thwe laniries wiil
wayluy me, and splell mo uway to ihoir citin-
lund?  But here cotnes the gig; s goud-bye,
und don's frou for the shory vimo I am uway. 1
shall bo buck hefure you hiuve dose drea.aing,”
o saying, I mvuntod the gig, and drove sapidly
along the frozon rond.

At the time of whieh 1 write, I was (elegraph
superinlendont on the Witun and Longbang
line of cullway. Ouc of Lhe olerks whio wus ot
night duty hed Leen tukeu suddeaty M), and i
belug unablo to find a sultuble substitute, I jud
tuken his placy mysolf anul suell Ume uy he
should recover. I bad only veon marrieu u fow
iouths, uud was by no means recunciled tothe
necoasity of leaving my wifo and home to pins

e wigliy i thuy o sumy uld bua,” us Mﬂ»:,:«u-

od H—and she was verfoct'y correat In her dee
seription. Dot § knew tha, It wis R necessity,
and [ knew likewlse that my grumbling of mine
conld wiend the matler.

Adrive of about clght niles Irought me 1o
my post, There was notilng very extraondi.
nary in the duty to whidh 1 had been culled
WY, NOr witn it any new experience 1o me s
but on that night my mind wag filled with
vaguwe, ladefinnble fears, or which I tried In
vain to necount, The nlghs was elear and wind-
less, and away in the nerthewestern sky the
aurorn bovealls was flitting to and froln « thou-
sand strange, fantastle shapes, On entering
the lelegruph station, the elerk whom I had
come to relieve was ready to depart,

“Yan won't have much work to-night, str,”
suld heo s« The instranients are quite anwork-
uble no slgnals have heea recefved for the Last
three hours.  Good-nlght.?

Wihen T was 168t nlong, 1 found that it was as
e hind satd,  The eleetric eurrents, whlelh are
developed In (the atmosphere doring the meten-
rologlent changes, had rewdered the wires quite
wsel nmud  atthough the necedles swayel
censelessly bnekwarnds and forwanly, they maude
na sign whieh the wisdom of man could inter-
pret. Scelng that iy oflee was likely to ben
sinecure, I drew my chalr to the stove, and,
taking down o book whish I xaw on o shelf, 1
triod to interest myself in o Jane Eyre” When
1 wax turnlng listlessly over the leaves, the still-
ness wits startled by the sharp, guick clanging
of the cleetrie bell, the vsnal slgnal to prepare
Lo write otV messivge, With o shiver of alnrm
I turnet quickly to the instrament, but soon
perecived that the bell had been rung by no
curthly power, far the vihrating ucedles made
no intelllgible sign, nnd 1 knew that the sounid
had been produced by o current of atmospherie
elactrieity ncting upon the wires.

Sting ni the nervoasness which eansed me
to start at 50 ordinary an occurrence, 1 turned
from my desk, and again sut down by the tire,
But smlle as I wonld, and reason as T osalght, 1
felt that I was fust sucznmblng to vagme, foun-
datlonless fears,  Thinking that the atinosphere
of the room, which I felt close and hot. mlght
have sometbing to do with my peenliar comll-
tion of mind, I flung apen the door, and stepped
ouislde, In the hope that the cool air might
scare nwny the phantomns of my bratn. As
crosked the threshold, the mblnlght express
cerashed past with a kpeed and foree that shouk
every timber of the building, and wttering o
loud shrick, disnppenred into the tunne] at the
end of the steep geadlent, on the sutumll of
which my statlon was placed. When it hael
gono there was stliiness, stillness broken—Iif 1
can call {t Lroken—only by the peenlinr sigh-
1mg of the air passing alonyg the wires, whieh ix
heard even in the elmest of wights, 1 stol
and listened to the strange, melancholy,
Alolign-harp-like sound, naw so fialut us to be
almost inaudible, and anon swelling Into a wikl
low walling. 1 lJooked up, sl snw Orion sl
the Pleladdes, and theught how often on nights,
not long ago, when [ had watched for Maggic
In the wootl, I bald gazed up through the ll
sombre pines and watched thelr trembling
fires,  From that my mind reverted to the enr-
nesthess with whivh my wife it asked mie to
remain at home that night, and the usunrl pen-
siveness of her mwnnner when she hbade me
good-bye.  Whay could be the menniug or It
nll?  As a general rule, I had & mnst profouwd
disbellef In omens, presentiments, anil o!l sorts
of superstition; but {n spie of 14, 1 fen that |
would have given u good deat, at that time, Lo
be transported just for ane minuts to tay home,
to see If al wus well, 1 might have enlled wps
my assistant, wha lodiged in a0 farnin-lwase not
far distant, and gone home; bLut, as T conld «ive
no goad reasun for golng aw:y, I resolved ta re-
main wiore I was, and get throwss the night
as best 1 could. I pherefore furned inshde agnln,
filled 1y pipe, and U i, but the weel hid lost
its tranquilizing power.  As tie wreaths eurled
slowly upwurdy, 1 suw my wife Iooking at me
tearfully ns when 1 had left her, Agaln the
bell rang sharply ; but, as before, uo intelfigible
sign was made by the needles. [ lexned ay
elhows on the desk, and with my hen:d hets
my hamils, watched thelr unending nn
An hour might hnve pnssed thus, when once
more I wiaz slurtlal by the elang of the hell,
This time 1t was louder and more urgent, and,
it seemed to me, thougiv porhaps I may err
here, with o pecuilar uncarthly scanned, suely ns
I hudd never heard before. I am ntteriy unhic
to tell In what manner the mpression was pro-
dueed, but it seemed as if there mingled with
the metnlile ring the tone of i hamun voice—
aml it wus the volee of one T knew. The neetles,
1 uow observed, beptn to muke signs which [
widerstood ; wnd glowly, as if some noviee was
working the instrument, the letters s C-o-m-¢ ™
were signuled. No sooner had I read oft the final
“e” thati, to my awmnzement and terror, I dis-
tinclly saw the handle of my instrument, al.
though I was not touching it at the time, move
rapldly, us if grasped by some invisible hand,
move rapldly, and make the signal ¢ Under.
stood,” which the receiver of a messige truns.
mits at the cnd of overy word,

A vold thrtll ran through me, and I folt as if
evry drop of blood was leaving my heart. Could
I have been the subject of an optieal delusjon ?
I knew thai such was not tho case, for L plainly
heard the guiek click of the hundle ax it thrned;
and I now could perceive that another word
was being slowly spelt out.  But so bewildered

“and territied was [, Lhat I failed to eateh the

slgns; agnin my handle moved, nnd th!s timo
made the signnl ¢ Not understood.”  With un
overwheliniug feeling of awe, [ watchied the

nls Intently while the letters wero agnin sig-
naled, and this time 1 read « ¥H-o-m-c.” Then
there was @ cessution of all motlon for t second
or two, jud once more the nesdies resumed
their fncohtrent vibrations. I stond pelritied
wilh fear nidd amazement, half-beltoviug that. I
was 10 u drons, for reason refused to aeeept the
evidenee of seuse,  Could Lhat be n message for
me?  Irso, whenee eiune it?  What haid had
seut (t? - Could IL be that smne power blgher
than that of sature thus warne:d e of Jinpoid-
Ing danger? Should I obey the mysterious
sunuons ?.

White I thus delibarated, the bell nguin
sounded with a clangor still more loud, Impe-
rloty, and uuenrthly, and after a fuw uncerinin
movenionts, the maguets repeated the winis
“Come  home--come home!—ihe  handies
moving as before. 1 could remaiu at my post
oo longer. Come what mighy, I folt that 1 had
nu lternative but o obey. 1 run to the house
where Lhe clerk lived, and on rousing the in-
mates, aml guinlhg udmisslon, told him thut hie
must tinke my pince immediiely, us T had been
swddenly cailed awuy. The man gseemed some-
whitt surprised at uy excited and staelted man-
nov, but whint he suid or did [ ennnor recolleet,
Un entering the stuvle where my horse wis
aulled, I purcelved o suddle haaging un o wall;
and knowing that I could goi over Lhe ground
mure swiltly riding thea driving I put iv on his
ovuck, winl 1a & few wmoments was dashing ttlong
the road in the direction of home, I shall uever
furget thint ride. Although 1 urged my horse
wiih whip and volee until he-flew rather than
gatloped, ho pucy was far o slow for my ox-
cited utnd, Woos, bridges with thoir wooalit
streams whimphog boneatls themn, furu-houses,
wiih ohy deop-lutied waich-dogs, were uwake-
ed by Jtie loud veri of hoots, shioe puke e ke
U0YE 400 1 dreuid ; sd wi lual, broutiaces aud

I
nanting, we elntterad up the long enuse wayvaed
street of the villagn near whieh 1 Heed Al was
dark and stlent In the houses, and the windows
soomed to sture Llank and vacantly n tho
white moonlight.  Swldenty o horse mal rider
uppeared nt the other end of the street, and in a!
hone voiee uttered a loud ery : 4 Fire!” At the
same {ustant, the ehurch boll was rume violent -
1y, and nt oneo as if by o common impuise, the
whole village started {nto life.  Lbzhts appeared
tn the houses, and a hundrod windows were
nshed quiekty up. 1 saw white Bgures stuul-
Ing at them, and heard voices ery, ¢ Where 2"
Checking my horse with a Jork, whiech throw
Bm on hix haunehes, 1 distoned for the roply,
sed ‘ralgside Iouse !t

Great Heaven ! my worst. foars wore realized,
It was iy own home, 1 ehoked down the azo-
ny, which almost foreed nery, and pressimg on-
wird with redoublmd speed, soon arrived at the
seene of the fire, ‘The house was a large old one,
anl when 1 reachel 3t, smoke was Ixsuing In
thiek murky volumes from tho windows of the
seeond at, while Hereo tongues of e were
anlready teaping adong the roof. A crowsl of en
were burrving confusedly about with buekets
sl padls of water,  In the conter of @ group o
wormen I (ound our maud, Mary, steetetiedd on
Lho enss in o swoon, - My wife ! [ exelaimod,
a8 I orushed forwand, swhere 18 she?” o God
kuowy, sin” sald ane of the men; ¢ we have
twleo tried to reiceh the second tiat, bt were
cach timo driven baclke by the smoke and fire,”
Without nttering @ word [ entered the house
and ran alone the tobby. ‘The stalr, fortmtely,
was bulle of stone, but the wood-work on exnch
side was one mass of blazlng, ernckling Qame.
Bofore 1 had taken threg steps, U fell lnek,
blinded, finting, and half-sutloented with the
smolke,  Pwo men who had followed enusht me
in their arms and tried to restrnin e hy foree
from endeavoring to aseend g, o Don't nt-
tempt 4G they sadd : o you will only lose your
own Jife, and ean’t save hers,” ¢ het ot
cowanls " 1 erled, as <o ns §eotdd gpa wid,
with the strengith of muvlness, dnshed them
aslde. I rushed up the staies, and this time
sueceeeded it reaching the fivst landing n safety,
The room which we used as our hullchumber leid
of! & small parlor which was sgltwated on this
tlat.  Groping way way through the smoke,
found the door, but, Lo my horror, It was lorked !
L dashied myself against It ngnin and againg bt
it resistedd adl my eftorts. To return as [ had
Cone wins e bnspossible, it I knew thiat the
only hope of saving even my own lifee now was
Lo go fuorward.,  Despaiv gave nre stremsthy amd
Hiting my o, I strack it violently meadnst onge
of the lwer panels of the door. 1L yieklel o
litthe, Another blow, and it was driven in § erept
through the opening, but so thiek was the sinoke
i the parlor thint 1 coukl distingnlsh nothing,
6 Muenrle, Mawwie ! [ shrlekod, @ where nre
you?' hut no answoer wuas returned.  Crossing
i the partar, T gained our bed-room door.  “I'a iy
Pduy, L was open, and stretehedd on the door 1
Cfotid the apparently Ifeless forne of my wife.
I bent aver hier, and on placing my hand on her
heart ) fowsad that §L wis still beating, 1 it
her very temlerly and gently, and enrried hor
i my arms to the windosw, whieh | brokeopen,
Of whnat followed T ung only dimiy conseions: |
have a eonfused remembranee of men bringing
a Bulder, and strong arms helplng as down, wd
the people ehicerimg; but (L waxk all very viggue
and indistinet. My next recollection is that of
thaling myself in my father's house, nll brulsed
aad wenik, Dt with my own wifoe beading ever

me, amt tebding mo with loving hads. We
hal been burned ot of house and hold.  For-

tmately, everything was Insurod ; hut aven huud
It unt been o, | bad been conteut so loag as she
Il been spnred Lo me.

On the evening of the next day, when the
short winter twilight was fast closing round, aid
e ilest snow-llnkes were flllng, Maggie drew
a litlle stool Wose Lo the coueh on which T Iay,
tulnking over the stmngze events which [ have
sow refate:l I had sndd nothir i tonnyhmdy re.
gunling the warning which 1 had so mysterious-
ly vecefvmt; amd when questioned as to what
tundo mie reiorn so opportuncly, had always
nuule some evasive answer, for 1 feared thnt
the rendity woull never tewve obtained ellef,

4 Willle,” sald the xofi. voleo of my wife, «If
you hat nol eome hotne' ——

s Huxh, my dartives,  Don'e talk like that, for
I ean't henr eveu Lo think of 14"

so Bl it might huve beeuns Awd do you kaow,
Willle, 1 baul saeh astrange dreatm on thut awiul
nlght

s A decam Magale?  Tell me what it was.™

Y Ou remem W oshe sabil drnwing eluser to
me, “the eventng you ook Mary and e into
the telegrapl oflice, and toll ws all jhout the
batteriex, and mngnets and eleetricity, amdn
great many things which we couldu’t understnnd
at all, thouxzh we pretended Lo do 50 lest you
should Lthink us stupld

s Perfectly.”

“ And you remember, tog, how, when 1 sald
should like tosetsd i miessiage with my own huneds,
you mude me take hold of the handle amd then
you guided {t, while I senl o message to your
brothies Roberl, who was in the otllee wt Lowes-
toft then?  And bt the end of it wak, *Come
home—como hame ! which I reproitted over and
over agrin, until I could do it quite well without
your help.”

I turned quickly vound, but she was gazing
fntently at the fire, and did not percelve the
startled louk 1 gave her,

“Well,” sho continued, ¢ the nhkrht before
last, when you were nway, I coukd not steep for
a lony thme after I went to bed; nnd when Idid
sleepy, I drenmed—such a4 horrible dream ? o
thought that I was in your onfice agndn; and 1
had fled there beeanse I was chased by *soma
Terrible Talug. 1 did not kuow whnt 1t was,
but it was elose behlml me, and 1 thowgbt no-
body conlil suve me but you,  But you were not
thera; so [ selzed the handle, and sigmided the
wonlds, “Cuime home—comae honte ! us you hnd
taghit me, thinking that would be sure w Lring
-y, Thon when you did not come, I felt Its
hot breath on my neek, asif It wos Just golug w
cluteh me in il dreidiul arms, and [ sereamed
so loud that I awoke.  The room was ull dark,
and filled with smake so thick that when |
Junped up I falnted for want of air, And, U
Willie, If you had not come Just when you did,
I might” ——

“There, Mmnzic, don't lot. ns think of what
ntight ve been, but rather let s be thankrul
that we are spared Lo ench olher sl —Clutmn-
ber's Journal.

JALAN,

Among the many importunt changes which
fiave Leen wroaght i the soclal and political
stitus o the nations of the world within Lho
pitnd len years, bot Lhe st rotusrkable have
been itiuse utlecting the grent countties of the
Urient, Ching und Jupun, Fur move thun three
hundred years every attempl on (hu jart of
foreigy powers atl connmercinl Intercourae was
studsousiy wud purstitontly resisted by ohiuse
Ltwin uations, who declused, o lunguage vutn
polite snd surcible, thue thoy wore suply com -
poletin L0 tIANUEE Lauir owit ullaies wid (0 pro-
dusy wl Jhui wus requured tor Lhie good of then-
deives ur o e devuiopmont of thoir respoc-
uUVY codulros.  Neithier argunionts nor threas

wore of avall, howuever,

farelzt pawers tosnin a fontliohl in the geeat
eommeren! fitios kKnew no relaxation, and they
wore tinnally erowned with a partinl  success,
OF the woaderfal progress mmle in elvillzation
by the Chinese sinee thelr Intercourse with fore-
fgners, amd the consequent. enornions inerense
tn the commerctil facilittos and teade itself of
the eountry, we have alreidy spoken,  §t Is onye
deshen In the present article foloueh more pr-
tienlarly apon tie changes which are taking
plitee 1 Japann-—by G the ware bngoctisnt nnd
interesting comry of tha 1wo—aml 1o glinen
al the probable resultx of the newly-instituted
polley uf its rulent. A full e of Japnnese pa-
pers eovering datex from Aprlt ist o May 2ath,
which have just coma to luand, will ennble us Lo
speale feom reliable dati,

When, clghteon yours g, thoe trenly hetweeny
the respeetive sovernments of the United Sianes
and Japan was  coneludial, the most sanzsinme
heliover tn progeess would non sve dresaned o
the mbghty steps which ha v heen takien
in the way of socinl, commercinl std palitien
refurma, The Mikado, wino, sy the oaecient
histortang, sis mothontess all day opon his
throne, moving neither luouds nor feot, vedled
rom the sight of even his chiof officers, wd
spooking only to the great nibustoer—the Miloulo
has pul ashie the customs of o thousand yoars,
hins mbggled with the people of his eapitel : has
held receptions and shaken hands  with for-
etxne has Jntevested himsell in the various
retforms ol the empire, amd now the st Japn.
nese mat! brings as the neconut of s visit tonnd
examination of one of the public sehonls of the
eity. These faets mny seem of slight inferest to
those nmequuinted with the laws of Japaness
vayal  otiquette, but to those wlio have any
knowledge of the fron rules which for the een.
ruries have enelreled the emperor's court, they
appenr the records of u miracle,

Within the gast ten months the practienlly
tndependent loeal governments which formerly
existed under the cale of tho Dalmlos have been
whottslisd, wml without resistanee, I thelr
plnees provineinl governors Juive been appotat-
wdy whe et under the orders of the eenteal gove
eruttent al Yaddo, thee Dalwdos taving mostly
removes] o Lhe enplial, some of them enjoying
speeial sninries for folnmer services  rendegod.
Tha givst practical consegquence of e new sys-
Tem witl be o beller mbministetion of Bnanee.
The ol provineld Hinits witl he retalaed, amt
the revenues of eich provinee will e applied
Salely 1o laeal ohje 3 but the contrnd adminis-
Lration wiil now se g eontvol over the e
perlitgre and see that the smoney 18 propeeriy
appropristed, tHuder the old regime e
imio eonbl contraet louns on his own ae
coln batd money, and issue notes whlel weer
negotinble heyond Lthe Hmits of his uertioalay
provinee.  These abises, by the new onder oF
things, ur.  The result of his
polley v b et i thie et that the govern-
neent aotes are naw worl b Crons aigghit o ten per
cent more than the old eoins,
vernment has plso shown that it fully
appreciates the poliey  of encournging the difr-
Jevent intustries, bolh the old el Lhose ingro-
dieed by Lhe foreigiers. 1t has Issnsl no ordor
sunironing te the capital the most KR feod -
ers of stHoworms for L purpose of makiog nn
sinquiry into the reason ol the grent detern :
B ogquadity of Jupanese sitk and stliworms’ «
Which wis manitested st yonrs  Tive tetlie oo
covouns hlds fir to becomue Bnmense, wud
swarms of gnorant people who have been gee.
parig to cwbark In it bave heon notithed st
they will not he ullowed to do 8o without pro.
porly Instructing themselves.  This policy s to
bo gencrudly onerled ont io relntion to other
trades, wud 18 one which might be protitably ful-
lowed by other governments, A patontlaw ims
ko been pussenl, which Liolds out apeeial in-
dudcements to untive lnventors.

In roganl Lo socind makters, the governmenl,
has recently bssumd asleeree forblding the exhil-
bitlon or sule of vhscene bouks nud  pictures,
which e always been as comnon in Japnn
s spelttng-books in Nnerien, Al exhibitions
of Indecent tendeney huve been prollbited i
Lho theatred uader s sendtios, sid Ludsoregs
Who hiuve heretofiore be weeustomend to win o
withoul the Inemuabru ot clothing s vow
obliged to conforns e the denuasls of public
deeeney,  The oeeupnbion of balth houses by
men al wotnen together hias been pronibited
and i rale requiring the doors ad windowa of
1l sueh estuddshinnents to be gereetisd Chad, thedr
wlerior eannol be seen from the stivels has
been publisiied. Al women i Japan an fonaer
Lies were eotrldered inferior to men, ad, con-
senuently were prohibited from visiting nny
th red places nnd Leanples in Japai. ithis
restriction s now been remaved ny the goy-
ernment, nInl Woinen now eujoy vpid rhk
in this respect as wen, O religlons prej
are wlso beingg rapolly broken dowa, ol even
e teadu of Chie preevidltng fath is eften cullied
In guestion, and wise people iow openly  diseiss
which religion Is the best, the gl Chareh
dignitaries nob besitiating to talke paet in sen
discissions, It has been duly  nnnominend that
wll Budidinsts and Sintou  priests may wear wor
vign clothes, If tl are so disposed, excopt duy-
g the aciund pertoriabes of thele rellgions
dutles,  The priesthoad, who have exerted @
species of spirituad Ly rany, havo been deprived
ol all personul cwuk, whid thie high authorities ot
e Buddhist religlon hive been forbidden wo
couler any Utles hereafter, ag they have hitherto
haud the priviicge of duing,

In edueationnd matters Lhe Jnpanese Govern-
ment is showing commendiblo vhzor, Iy In.
teaded Lo upen neidemies for the study of sci-
ence wd literature o Yeddo, Sendnd, Nilgata,
Nugoy, Osak, Kunazuwa, Hiroshamtand Na-
giasit ul a second schivol for glels 18 Lo be ul
onee estiblished In Yeddo,  Beshdes theso iU 1y
proposed W establish new forelgn schools e
variols parts of Lthe lsmplre, where the diflerent
latigisiges of Euarope will be taught, with the
contgivial and mnthenntical branchoes.  An
wldatlonnl grank of 2,000,000 has been askoed
by the Departmont of Iktucation fur that pur-
pose, wnd will probably bu granted.  Somo
tronble has lately takon plice In the Youdo
schools, owing W u defect of the school systons,
utul {n consequience, sone are w close, the gov.
urnment refusing Lo grant ald in money to uny
puplls suve those In government insgiations.

Bsuch, in eflect, are somo of the changes which
linve taken and uro stiil taking pluce In Jnypmn,
exhibiting & degres of progress In little more
thin a decade which certiun other nutlons have
Guited towtudn In a contury,  ‘Chis mnmbltlon Lo
mak with ¢civlilzed nations ol ouly I the ald-
vuhilnges which sprisg from @ Knowledge of the
arls and sclences, but ln the worklogs of the
soeinl and educilonnl systems, will s grow by
what It feeds un,” und there s every probability
thit i hundred yours hence Japun will runk as
Iugh aony the endighitene! nattons of Lhe curth
us Ingland dues wo-duy,—2Qoston Gobe.

118xaz$8 such oy Consumption, Lronchitis, Dobil.
ity Grom Typhond mud other Luw Fevers, irom exoog-
1vo L el ataudyy of clusd conauoment, and prosira-
tiun of Llse vatul powurd, yicld o Fellows® Coutnpound
Nyrap of llympiwsmnws_ soultet than uny roimouy
over bulvre discuvered. “Tne imuaeivs of tis xtuanea
aro strensthencd, digostion becuiws comploto, the
Licteals take up nutrition, the Llupd he s vitl-
1z6u ated pure. tho norvaus systom vigurous, ad the
thin, pule vr 2allow somploxivnml besumy pluwp and
buarty, and regaia ths raady ting of hoalia.

Judat troabies, which ead in adeath, penaunsatly

Tue wvlewmpls of the | Susud LY Vusun's sanudyne Leniven,




