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NOTES ON TUE BREEDING OF 'J.‘l'[l'l,J
RED-HEADED DUUK AT LAKE
S, CLAIR. ’

Some of yvour rveaders are perhaps aware
that dnring the spring of 1882, Mr, Herbert
Keays aud the writer were collecting specimens |
of natural history at Mitchell’s Bay, Onmrin.}
Perhaps some ol the readers of this article !
may have enjoyed themselves at the lle:
villgze of this nume.ns it is the resort o
numerons sportsmen during the =hooting sca--
son. For the benetit of those wha may not
have visited the =pot, T will give a beietf de-
seriptiun of the loeanlities in which we collected
the specimens I intend to deseribe.  The .
village is situated about halt a mile from the
shore, and at about the same distance inlunl, |
i n dense forest compused chictly of elm and
other soft wowld trees, Here the =urface of the
gronnd i not more than three or fonr feet above !
the level of the bay Jmt =loping gradually w the
water’s edze.  On the north and =onth of the!
village the marsh extends much further from |
the torests verge and partly encloses the body
of water known az * Mitchell’s Bay,”™ whicl) 1=
about four miles in extent each way and very |
shallow, being not more than ten feet deep
anywhere. The =onthern projection of marsh
is enlled ¢ Big Point Preserve,” the northern !
boundary of the bay, * Muwl Creek Preserve,” |
and extends to the “ 8uy ™ as the outlet of
Sydenham River i= called. The marsh be-
voud the river called # St Anw’s Lslaned,™ is an
Indian Reserve, but is now leased and hield :\#i
a game preserve by aelub of spurtsnen. |
Searcely any part of this island or the adjuin-!
inr marsh are much above the level of the!
water, and wherever the water does not form |
pouds, bays or chanuels, wikl nee, coarse!
srasses and rushies cover the tlats in i
green,  Amid the wiry grass, will pen vines
twine and bloom amd the surfaees of the:
shallower pool= are covered with the leaves of !
liliez and other aquatic plants.  During unr !
stay in this place we lived in o scow helonging '
to Dr. Garnier of Lucknow, to whom [ am;
greatly indebted lor many favonrs, My stay !
s this delightful spot will ever be dear to
memory ; sitting at my work—at early lamp-
light—listening  to the water-fowl and e,
splashing of the waves aginst our scow. No~
lover of nature could visit this spot during the
month of May or June without being impressed
by its {benuties, and to us it was s collectors |
paradise, There was not a moment of the day |
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when the lively notes of some bird conld not
lie heard, and sometimes the noise wits aston-
ishing: in the evening, when the san was sink-
g omt of sight, perhaps a oo wouhld start its
wailing ery and apparently, al onee, every
feathered inhabitant of the marsh would join
with theirown peenliar notes, but the Florida
Gallinule, Gallinule yalutea, was by far the
west voetterons,  Thase who have never
henrd sueh an uproar can searcely nnderstamd
a written deseription,  hungine the music -hat
wouldl b e by hundreds of - gallinules
velling an every =idey the quacking of (dueks,
piping of mils, erying of losns amd the imde-

Sseribitble notes of haedreds of marsh wrens,

eouts aml grebes; the eronking of thousals
of bull-frogs to =ay nothing ot the lum ot
nyrinds of mosquitoes, aml we il a0 din
wnparallelél.  The  first nesiz aml cpes
[ stidl deseribe are thoze of the Red-hended
Dack (Aethyie Linericeaay.  Farly on the
morning of May 27th. we started in o canoe to
the southern extremity of Ste Aun's I=lawl in
search of nestz, Mpeo Keavs was wading in
witter tou shallow to pole the canoe in g 1 paddied
about until we took nest after nest ot co s,
aallinules, grebes, black terns, red-wingg,
rail= &eo A female red-hew!l was then ob-
served by my triend, swiming guietly away
amone the reads; he immuoediately started
to search for the nest, which he knew mnst
be near; a few minntes later, my ears were
sunhited by a shont that elearly indicateld
sticeess, | lost no time in reaching the place
and  fosnd him stouping over the nest. and
handling the eges in aperfeat cestasy of de-
light. Thenest was placed in ¢ix oreight inches
uf water, minohze conrse grass and lags, aod
wis compesad of those wends of the previous
rear, very hulky, being abont sisteen inches in
depth and disuncter; it was built abeaptly ont
of the water, exeept on one <ile which hal
regnlar <lantol about a vard in lensth and
which led o a passage ameny the weeds going
to the open water, "The internal dimmeter of nest
al top wits nine inches and the depth tive inehies,
The ez, ten in munber, were o a bluish drab
colour ; they were uncovered when found, anl
in an advaneed state of incubation ; they varied
in gize, wensuring thus, 13 x 2 3-8, 1§ x 28,
L 11-16 x 24, 15 x 2 7-16.  Wlhile we were
taking the eges, the female duck came twice
and tlew around us, aml when we were a little
distance from the place she alighted in the
poud and swum rajudly to the nest; we again
upprouched, when she took wing aud 1 afew




