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THE AVERAGE 0F LIFE AND STATISTIOS.

We are wvont to pricle ourselv\,es that one of the gyreatest ad-
tyances of this remiarkable century is the increaseci securitv off ered
ta every infant born of growing- up to aclt life and to aclts
of reaching mature or oid age. The resuits have been accomp-
lishied Jargely by the widespread knowledge of preventative
medicine and a geinerai appreciation of the value .of hygienic lawvs,
together with the general increase of w\.ealthi. Tihs latter hias
made possible an extraordinary imiprovenlent in the feeding,
housing andi clothing of the great miass of the people.

MWhen one considlers the immense sa\'ingý of human life whic1
must hiave been broughit about by the 1)ractical abolition of the
contagious fevers alone, and the vastly better hygienic conditions
under wvhich -we live, one xouldl naturally expeet that thie re-suits
would be eviclent in statisties shiowing,, the average life of the
population. Even when the couinteracting influences of wvhat
is spoken of as the high-tension of modern life is considered tlv
mecrease is muchi less than one would expect. Statistics, in spite
of the cornmnonly e-xpressed opinion relative to their value, must
alwýays be correct, provided they a.7e baseci upon the propeir facts.
-In this connection we cannot but believe that the v7alue of pub-


