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An impure condition of body ow'ing to nnineë and no-xi-da
tion of the fou'dwhlich lias been taken. The aîmiunt îuay have been
noderate, or cven smiall. Tlxe celis of the body in this condition
arc loaded wvithi effete miaterial. It obtains in old -age; in persons
w~ho leaci indolent. easy, andi indoor lives, and locally fin organs
the active functions of whichi have cea-.sed. (4.) A fourth factor
is some local irritant or stimulant, sucli us friction froni the Qtcnîi
rof a pipe or irritation iromn somne mnicro-org-anismn of w'hich. no
(,ic is acttuallv specific, or ovarian stimulation iii the case of the
brra-st. 0f thiese the flrst miust ahvrays be present, and probably
iii sonie formi the fourth, and also in ail cither the second or the
tlîird, but not hoth of them. These factors being ini existence,
the disease niay be startcd in perhaps one epitlhelial. celi or in a
mass of ceils which growv individually lartiger aind change the
nature off their protoplasmn, for a cancer celi wvill not stain with
congo recl, wvhilst an epithelial ccli takzes 1--îe stain deep]y. The
cli becomes a different being wvith often more thaxi one nucleus.
'It is îtself the parasite, living and growing at the expense of the
tissues around it, and contributiri otlingc f0 the coinimon good.

This idea wvas origrinated. ii tlic mind of the writer by his
noticilîg that cancer of the uteruis wvas seldom- or neyer met with
arnongst the inumerous Jewesses <attending the gynecological out-
patient departnment of the Leeds Gîeneral Infirmary (oiiy one case
in ten ycars)j. The experience of the Lendon I-IospitM, wvhcre
there is a special I-ebrew departnmenf, 15 the same (only one case
in five years, against 178 amiongst Gentile women). Dr. Abra--
ham Cohen, physician for jewvish out-patients at the Metropolitan
H-ospital, writes that his ex-ýperience is the same; and Dr. A. C.
Tunstali, medical officer until recently to the jewish H-ospital for
Incurables, writes that lie lias never scen a case of cancer amongst
the Jews. If this comparative immuniiiity is correct the onty. ex-
planations possible are: (i) clifference of race, and (:2) differ-
ence ini diet. 'fhe latter is far more probable than the former,
aithougli there miay be somietlhing- in race.

Another curiotis fact, whichi inay be compared with this is that
in flie vomi1:t of cancer of flic stomacli there is no hydrochloric
acid, whereas iii ail other formns of vom-it the acid is present. On
this point Mýlr. D'Arcy Power %vrites: " Your point about the
ýdiminiution of sait is a good one, but it must not be held to prove
too mucli, for it only shows that a rapid multiplication of celîs
is takinig place ini the body. Docs not the same diminution take
place in puneumionia ?"- There is a curious observation by Morac-
zewvski in Virchow's AlrcIivj* that the blood of persons suffering

"VircliOkt' A rchliv, ~1C"Xxix-, P. 385.
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