
DOMINION MiEDICAL MýONTIF-ILY

liosis of a dlangerous and highily contaglous naladly lias, as it
were, to steer his course betwcen Scylla and Clîarybdis.

On the one hand tie disease, commnencing as it does w'ith
symiptonis wlîich are more or less commion to -laif a (lozen other
diseaises, is iîot one wvhichi definitely suggests a correct diagnosis
at first. Then iii niany cases the syniptonis ail subside andl the
rashi %vliicli appears is so slightly miarked as to be unnoticed by the
piatienit or bis f riends. And this, it mi.ay be noteci, does; not a;- oie
occur ini thiose w~ho hiave been vaccin-ated. I recaUl two varv
mnarlced cases-botx with defluîite and fairly- sce'ere onset-occur-

ing a bouse whe.re the disease existeci in the seiti-
confluent formi; one a girl of ten, the otiier a boy of ti'elve;
neither hiad 1)een vaccinated, yet the girl exhs.Iibited but
twvo pustules situated on the side of lier nose, and the
boy not more than four scattered over bis face. Thiese cases
wCVC iii every wvay sinîilar to the ordinary cases of m1ild varioloici.
As bearing on tbe question of the possibility of tlie occurrence of
"(variola sine exanthiemata," anoth'ler case which cccurred with
these inay be nientioned. It was thiat of a young -%vonian about
twenty-five years of age, «%vho 'was, taken sick at flie sanie tim-e as
the otliers in the famnily, and %vith similar syniptonus: lîeadaclîe,
backaclie, loss of appetite, fever, etc. Tiiese synîptoms disap-
peared ini about four days as iii the others, but tbey were flot fol-
lowed by any rash wlhatever. This xvonîan liad, howvever, beeni
successfully vaccinated twvo years previouisly.

On the other hanci, the natural backwvardnless of tue physician
iii niaking a cliagnosis of variola, until absolutely forced to do so
by tue appearance of the patient, is not in any way lessened l>y
the fear of popular disapproval in the event of a nîistake being
mnade, nor also by the ignorant prejudices of the vast rnajority of
even the educated of our population, who practicaîly refuse to
behieve tlie statenients of the mnedical nman, wben sucli a diagnosis
is made, and vhîo apparently consider themselvés as quite equal
to the task of diagnosing tlie cases uncler consideration as any-
thing but smallpox-most comnmonly chicken-pox is the conclu-
sion arrived at, simply on liearsay eviclemîce, thiat, for instance,
the patient is not very sick, or, after tue termnination of the clisease,
thiat lie is not frightfully scarred. On suchi ideas flic doctor's
diagnosis is laughed at, and lie is promptly puit down as being
miistaken, if not somnething worse. And it seems uinfortuinate
tlîat cases occasionally occur about wbich thiere may be hîonest
difference of opinion even among medical men, for these differ-
ences are taken up by tlic public and are made the evidences by
wliichi thiose in authîority are convicted of being lamnentably
ignorant.


