
THE TRUE WITNESS Au CATHOLIO CHRONICLE. 1

ORESTES BROWNSON.
HALF A CENTURY AQO HE WAS LED

-TO THE FOUNTAIN OF
CATHOLIC TRUTH-

RU Change of Patth Was by a ProoesS
Different Prom Tihat Which Won
Newman and Mannina- The Prea-
nant Lesson of Hls Conversion.

IL was just fifty years since all New
England, and some other parts of the
Union as well, were fairly startled by the
new that the foremost American phil-
osopher of the time, Dr. Brownson, had
embraced the Catholic FAith. At fret
it was difficult for many to admit the
possibility of the fact, and no wonder,
from their point of view. And even
now, many years indeed since the illus-
trious thinker was called to his eternal
reward, the story of that conversion is
full of interest, and for those who are
qualified to perceive its complete bearing,
full of instruction or suggestion as to
what might be called the natural road
by which the greater number of educated
American non-Catholics might be ex-
pectei to travel if once they really set
out on theirjourney to "Rome."

When Dr. Brownson became a Catholie
the " Oxford movement" had already
begun, but he was not swayed by that
movement, or by any undulation from
it. For, in fact, says the Catholic Stand-
ard, Dr. Brownson became a Catholic
because impelled so to do by argumente
quite different from those that bave net
many thousands of sincere Anglicans,
from the béginning of the Oxford move-
ment until now, to a course of reflection
that ended by convincing thoir intellect
of the soundness of the Catholic claims.

THE OXFORD MOVEMENT
and the conversion of most Anglicans
have been largely influenced by the clans
of arguments that depend for their co-
gency upon certain historical facts. But
Dr. Brnwnson's conversion was scarcely,
if at all, effected by wbat are called the
historical arguments in favor of the
Catholic Church. The Catholie tradition
that still'elings to the private life and
the public institutions of England, and
which served as a starting point for the
Oxford mov0ment, had been pretty effec-
tually destroyed in New England, by
several generatione of Puritaniem, and
Dr. Brownson, like most of hie friends
and-.contemporaries in New England,
had not fett the influence in any appre-
ciable degree. The interesting feature
to us Americins of Dr. Brownson's con-
version il that, apart from the grace of
God moviug his will, it proceeded almost
altogether on intellectual, or subjective,
lines. He became a Catholic becausae it
la true, like al] other sincere couverts, be
loved the truth and accepted it when
found; but then he found thetruth by
an almost entirely different process of
reasoning from that by which Anglicans
like

NEWMAN, MANNING AND OTHERS
have found it. They studied the histor-
ical sources of the Catholie Church, and,
following by their learning the chain of
historical events, they ascertained the
unbroken and legitimate connection of
the Catholic Cburch of our day with that
of the Apostles. He took quite another
course, not from choice, but froim neces-
sity. - He bad not been concerned wiLh
snyhiatorical controversies as to re-
ligion. His New England Protestant
training had ehut hie mind off froam the
past and from aIl interest in inquiries as
to the spostolicesuccession or the posses-
ston of the deposit of Catholic faith in
any particular visible organization. But
he believed in God and in Hie aver pre-
sent action on the souls of His children,
and in studying out the means of that
action he reached the. conclusion that
God muet have
ESTABLISEFD SOME INFALLIBLE CRITERION

OF His TRUTS.
He set out, then, on the search for

this iiLfallible criterion, never for a
moment dreaming that the search
wold lead him to what le commonly
called the Roman Catholie Church, and
which he actually only knew at that
time, with a mind infected by inherited
Puritan prejudices, as a surviving me-
dimval institution represonted in New
England by a small number of immi-
grntsmostly iginorant and very poor.

truh, he -accapted iL, andi did no 'WiL.h
woehipinl huwility sand lu absolute sin-

cerity; and a truer Catholie in mind
and beart bas probably net lived in the
United States than Brownson from the
moment Nf his conversion till his death.

The conversion of the great mass of
tha Anerican people to the Catholic
faith la

A LABOR STILL TO BE ACCoMPLISHED,

snd the story of Brownson's conversion
is a leasson, perhaps, how the work is ta
be carried on. 0f course the general
run of American non Catholics are not
philosophical genluses like Brownson,
but with moat of them who are sincere
lovera of the truth the attitude of mind
is similar to. his, Leaving out the
Epiacopalians, most any of them are
like Brownson, unaffected by any Ca-
tholic tradition, and therefore must be
reached, if at ali, by a line of argument
that does not depend for its conclusions
upon a more array of historical facts.
The fiftieth anniversary of Bcownson's.
conversion is a good time to study how
to reach with as littie contro versial sub-
tlety as possible th trutb-loving instincts
of non-Catholic Americans.-- Catholie
Universe.

ANGELS OF THE BATTLEFIELD.
They Gave Gen. Gibson a Truer Con-

ception of the Catholte Churcli.

The death of General W. H. Gibson,
at Tiffin, last Friday, removes from
active life a noble and beroic figure, onc
that contributed in no small degree ta
the forming of the history of the nation.
He was distinguisbed alike on the forum
and in the field, and in the many public
positions of trust and emolument to
which he was called by a grateful com
monwealth, he acquitted himse'f with
credit and signal ability. Wnen the war
broke out he was among the first in
Ohio to organize a reginent-the gallant
49th-and becamè its Colonel. IL was
the firet organized body of troops t en-
ter Kentucky from the North and b-
came the nucleus of that magnificent
hast wbich afterward became the far-
famed fighting Army of the Cumber-
land, From the banks of the Ohio ta
those of the Cumberland and the Ten-
nessee; from Shiloh's bloody woods ta
the capture of Atlanta-in all 'the
marches, skirmishes and battles of that
army he was never found wanting in
the hour when duty calIed. His first
battle was at Pit taburg Landing, where
he had tbree horses shot under him and
was finally carried off the field sufferina
from a terrible bayonet wound. Sub-
saequently he served under McCook,
Johnson and Woop and was comnended
by every superior in the reporte of al
the campaigns and battles in which Le
took part.

Although in latei years a regularly
licensed preacher of the M. E. church,
bis religious environment did nt con-
tract bis vision ta the extent of render.
ing him fanatical in bis attitude toward
the Catholic Church; and the Apaists of
to-day and their ilk received but scant
coauntenance froi h'im.

in an addrésa delivered at a public
celebration in the Columbus City Park
some years ago'General Gibson thus
expressed his views of the Catholic
Church. He said:

" When I was a young man (of course
I am a young man yet), but when I was
a younger man, before tbe great struggle
between the North and South, I must
say that I was somewbat prejudiced
against the Catholic Church. -I uaed to
picture to myself heaven. I imagiued
it was a grand palace, grand beyond de-
wcription, becausé it was the dwsliing
place of the Kiug of kings, the Lrd of
lords, as well a5 of all good Protestants.
Of course, I couldn't see any reserved
seats for Catholice. They, in my opinion,
had no business there.

" WelI, the cry came, "'To Arme," and
I presume it is hardlly necessary fcr me
to tell an Ohio audience that I had the
honor of commanding a regirnt, the
49t Ohio Volunteers. After a day's en-
gagement with the enewy, in which my
regiment took au active part, and after
our forces were badly beaten, I lookedî
out fron headquarters which were lo-
cated on an eminence upon the scene of
the confiict, and tbrough the field-glass I
could see black-robed figures going
aroun' among the wounded and dying
soldiers. I- immediately ordered my
aid-de-camp ta go down and see wbo
those black-robed figures were, and re--
port an neon as pnsible to me. He soon
returned s. most 'breathlessuand ex-
clairned: 'Oh, General, it was a hesrt-
rending sigbt, The figuras ara those of

Why not try

WYEThS MALT EXTRACT ?
Doctors bighly recommend it to those

Who are run down;

:Who have lest appetite;
Who have difficulty after eating;
Who suffer from nervous exhaustion;
And to Nursing Mothers,

as It increases quantity and
improves quality of milk.

PRICE, 40 cENTS PER SOTLE.

Sisters of Cbarity, who are going aroand1
ministering to the wounded and dying
soldiers.'

" The self-sacrifice of these noble bands
of women would bring tears to the heart
of stone. I was amazed and conc'uded
to make a nersonal investigation. I went
down into'the scene of the great conflict,
accompanied by some of my staff officera.'
I didn't have to go far b4ore coming
acroes a black-robed figure that was cold
in deatb. This heroine of heroines died
at her post, She was not regularly mus-
tered into the service; she received no
pecuniary compensation ; but OL! what
a reward wl be hers. This noble
woman wasicaled to her eternal reward.
ler companions were stil engaged in
succoring the wounded and dying.

" When I saw this with ny own eyes
on that eventful day, I returned thanks
on mv bended knees to the Omnipotent
God for opening my eyes to the sublime
grardeur ai the Roman Otholic Church
[A pplause.) Those grand women did
not ask the euffering soldier to what
church he belonged, or whether he be-
longed to any ; neither did they stop to
inqire the side to wbich he belonged.
They were performing their God-given
mission. They aided those who wore
the blue and the gray alike. The black
and the white were all treated alike by
hem. I had the great pleasure of wit-

nese ng some members of this order,
subsequently, in our hospitals nursing
with their tender hands the suffering
soldiers. They braved al dangers, and
bad no fear of contagions diseasee. Oh,
how of ten have I prayed since that God
may forgive me for my first impressions
of the Catholic Church. I saw that
Church in its grue light that day on the
battlefield. I eaw heaven as I now be-
lieve it really is, and I saw in it one of
the largest apartients, one I never in
my imagination saw beLfore, the Catholic
apartment." [Applause.1

General Gibson took a very couspicu-
ous part in all campaigns since the or-
ganizdtion of the Republican party. He
was one of the grandcet and most elo-
quent orators of tbis country and could
move his audience from laughter to tears
at will. During the cam.paign of 1834
he received a special invitation from
James G. Blaine to stump the State of
Maino with hin, which he accepted.
Afier their toux Eli'e said he never
knew a man who bad apoken to the
people of his State who was so much ad
mired as was General Uibeon. Had he
lived he would have put William
MeKinley in nomination for the presi-
dency.-Ctholic Columbian.

M.RQUETIE STATUE CHOSEN.

DESIGN OF SIGNOR TRENIANOVE BELEcTED
l'y THE COMMISSIONERS.

After over a year of vexations delay
the model for the Marquette statue bas
finally been sel, cttd. The comamittee,
c< nsisg af J. W. Losey of LaCrosse,
Archbishop IKtz&r of Milwaukee, R. M.
La Polette of Madison, James BgrdoD.tof
Ashland, and Frtderick Layton of Mil
waukee,. met in Madison Wednesday,
and after examining thea modelasand de-
signe, fourteen of which were submitted,
decided in favor of Signor Trentanove of
Florence, Italy. The cost of the statue
is to be-$8.O0.

The saelect'ion of this design will no
doubt meet with general appruval. The
desigu bas received the commendation
of the best critics, and Carator Eldredge,
of the Layton Art Gallery, looked upon
it as the best model submnitted. Two
beautiful specimenus of Signor Trenta-
nove's work are in the Layton Art
Gallery, "The Laut of the Spartans "
and "Art," the former receiving special
mention at the Wnrld's Fair. The
md, I slected fur t.e M rqitte statue.
ai wi I he seen, repreeunts a reposeful
commanding figure in tbe regular garb

of the Jesuit, thé face mild and kindly,
yet strongly marked, one foot slightly
in advance of the other, in the one hand
a breviary, the other holding the cas-
sock. Ia the preparation ofb is design
Signor Treniuove was aided by the
Fathers of the head house of the Society
of Jesus in ILaly, who gave much
information regarding thedress and other
important details regarding the early
Jesuit misasionaries.

Among the immigrants trom the
steamship Dresden, from Bremen, was a
family of four persaons who had a fortune
of $120,000.

CMH PEWS F01 rSl

The Pews of St.Patrick's, Montreal, whIch
bave been removed from the Church, may
be bought very cheap. There are three
hundred of them, made of the boit clear
pine, with neatly paneled ends and doors.
The book rests and top bead are of black
walnut; each pew ls six feet long by thirty.
eight inches wide. Apply to

J. QUINLIVAN. Pastor.

SIMPSON, HALL,
MILLER & 00,

1794 Notre Dame Street,

STMEARK.INFOSILVER
AvD FINE . . ,

ELECTRG-PLATED WARE.

WM. ROCERS' nvs okM ROGERSand Spoons.

Everything in the le of

Holiday Presents
Call and see.

at prices to suit everybody.

1794 Notre Dame St.

MONTREAL
Business collage

Establishe d1864.
- CORNER••

Viclorla Square
and Craig St.

lIone of the Larg-* est, Boit Eqtalpped
& Patronize Com-
mercialEducational
Institutionsl In Am-
erca. Ail Commer-
elal Subjects taught

-by Speclalisi.byort andt .Type-
writing by Dracti-
cal and experienced
teachers. Separate
apartment for L.
dites. Dayasud Eveni-

Ing Classes. Write. call or Telephone (2890)
for Prospectus.

Address:DAVIS'& BUIE,
80-16 Business Collage, Montreal.

FOR SALE.
A-DOC CART SLEICH

MADE Br LAmVIEE,
i. Set of Silver Mounted Harnes, and 8
B iffalo Robes. Apply àt 275 Mountain
S.. or tn M. Burke, TRtUE WITNEsS o$ce,
761 Craig St.


