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E TRUE WITNESS
~ CATHOLIC CHRONICLE.
MONTREAL, FRIDAY, DEC. 15, 1854,

NEWS OF THE WEEK.
In consequence of the exigencies of the war, Go-
“veramerit has taken up several of the Cunard steam-
" boats, for conveying-reinforeements to the Crimea.—
‘We.are likely therefore, for some time, to have a re-

_golar mail steamer only once a fortnight. . The Col~

Tins’ line will, it is said, change their days of sailing
to Saturdays, and bring out the alternate mails.
"The Pacific from Liverpool, the 30th ult., Qrmg{s
but gloomy tidings {rom the Crimea. The Allies, it
is true, have received large reinforcements,and more
are on their way.to join them, But, on the other
hand, their losses are great, and the enemy receives
his reinforcements still more rapidly. Since the 5th
ult., there has been nothing done apparently—the
Allies hold their ground, and " that is all. By de-
. spatches from Prince Menschikofl, it would appear
that the bombardment had almost ceased on the part

" “of the besiegers, and that no great amount of da-

mage had been inflicted on ihe defences ; though the
Toss to the Russians in men, is admitted by the writer
1o have been very heary. The Allied Generalshave
demanded an explanation from the Prince respecting
an order said to have been issued by him to his troops,
10 give no quarter; and a Russian General enforcing
these orders, has, it is said, been iaken prisoner and
hanged. We have news, toe, of disasters by sea.—
A violent storm on the night of the 14th ult. had
destroyed many of the Allies’- transports, and seri-

- ously damaged some ships of -the fleet; the loss of
life is not stated, but it must have becn very great.
From the general tenor of the despatches, it would
‘appéar that the prospects of the Allies, if not despe-
" rate; were very gloomy. Jtiis beginning to-be under-’
stood that the strength of Sebastopol, as-'a fortress,
-has been greatly undérrated,.and that the expedition

- -sent.against it, is utterly.inadequate for the purpose.

By sacrificing -a portion of ‘{héir" feet; the Russians
“have effectunlly closed up the éntrance to the harbor,
“thus rendering an attack from the fleet” impossible ;
" the whole work therefore has devolred upon the land

forces, who, in the original draft of the campaign,

were intended to act rather ag auxiliaries to'the navy,
than as prineipals—but who now find themselves called
npon to do, single handed, that which, under the
most’ favorable circumstdnees, would have been an
ardoous undertaking for army and navy combined.—
~ “I'hat the soldiers of the two armies will do all that
men can do, there is no doubt; that they are able to
thresh any number of Russians that may be brought
against them in the field, they have proved at Alma,

¢ at Balaklava, and on the Inkerman ; but it is almast

"1oo much to expect of them 'to carsy a strongly for-
tified post, defended by some of the most formidable
worksin the world, abundanily furnished with artillery,
and occupied by an enemy, not-only actually superior
in numbers to the assailants, but.-witli Lis comxmunica-
tions open in the rear,’and this able to receive any
amount of reinforcements that the - gizantic Russian
Ympire—prodigal- of_ the lives 'of jts “subjects—is
willing to send for thé defence of its great naval ar-

. .senal, on the posséssion. of ,which its very. existence

" as a maritime power in the. South of Larope de-

copends. o L -

Still the Diplomatists:are at work : with.their tape
and protocols. 'With the view perhaps of paralysing

~ Austria, the Czar has given out his willingness to.treat
on the following terms.~—~1. A common gdarant_ee by
the five Powers of the rights of all denominations of

Christians, subjects of the Porte. 2. A common
Protectorate of the Principalities. 3,and 4. Re-
vision of pre-existing treaties, and the free pavigation
of the Danube. These propesitions, which if made
in February last, would probably bhave been accepted,
-and have stavedoff hostilities, will mot now be deemed
sufficient. ‘- The ‘ANiés require some material gnaran-
tee that Russia shall not again put forward ber ex-
orbitant claims over Turkey, the moment -that their
fleets and armies are withdrawa - from the shores of
the Black Sea, and  thus occasion another Eastern

. Question as difficalf of solution as the present. Thus,
in spite of their-want of swceess in the Crimea, we
. leara that France and England are assuminga higher

_tone ; and have notified. the. Western Dowers that-

= they-will no longer accepl the - four points™ as the

“:basis of ‘negociations ;- but that they -intend to take,

- and retain-liold’ of ‘the Crimea, as'a pledge for the
“fulure good'behaviour of ‘the Czar. = The:war spirit
" ‘is’avoused, ‘and” the people ‘of .Great Britain seem
" ready fo” submit lo any sacrifices reguisite to bring
- the contest {nto. which they liave been.forced, to a

.satisfactory. conclusion. :DPacliament will meet in

“Décember, when. it is said the ‘income tax will be

rajsed (o ten per-cent, and'a loan of ten millions will

“*becontracted -for. ~ As'sign. of the times, we may |
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't have any religious cliaracter at all, they must be eitber
the one or the other, is the answer that common sense |

* THE TRUE WITNESS'AND CATHOLIC CHRONICLE,

eén‘publicly burned ' in”efigy inchester.—"
o"dengte that ive ire’ bt at'the.
"long: and'arduous “struggle, i’

vhich the vesoicees. of the, Allies will be.taxed to.
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or ‘Protestant 7 asks the Sun. Because, if they

dictates, _In the religious order, all that is not Catho-
lic is Non-Catholic, or Protestant, .. - - .

.. But why should we not have schools—where the
broad - principles of religion and :morality—upon
which all sects profess to agree—are inculcated along
with'the various branches of secular education?’—
again asks our cotemparary. . Because there are no.
such principles: because there is no one principle of
Christianity—meaning by Christianity .a system of
supernatural religion—on which all. seets, or deno-
mipations of Christians, do agree. Here again is a
sufficient answer to our cotemporary’s query. -

“ [t -seems to us”—he says—# that schools may
be sound and moral, ay, and Christian oo, without
being, in the strict sense of the word, either Catholic
or Protestant.” It seems to us that this remark of
our cotemporary betrays a gross ignorance of the
very essence of Christianity as a system of superna-
tural, as distinguished from .natural, religion. If
Christianity were but a republication of the natural
law, as some contend, our opponent might, ‘indeed,
with some show of reason, talk about his * broad
principles” on which all sects were agreed. DBut
Christianity, if a supernatural religion, is something
more than natural ; and that something more consists
in the dogmas which it propounds to man, as neces-
sary to be believed, and in the practice of certain
duties, and the performance of certain acts, as the
necessary consequence of a belief in these Jogmas,
or doctrines—undiscoverable' by man’s reason, and
therefore supernaturally revealed. Now, though in
the natural order, it’ is possible to find some such
“broad principles” as our cotemporarary speaks of—
the moment we ascend to the plane of the super-
natural order—that is, the moment we pass the thres-
hold of Christianity, considered as a system of super-
natural religion, it is impossible to discover any one
principle upon which all denominations of Christians
are agreed. The fundamental truths of the oue,are
the falsehoods and corruptions of the other.

Teach children at the Common Schools—says the.
Sun—Clvistianity without dogma-—+ There is no
necessity for instilling into them the dogmas of either
one sect or another ; they may be taught along with
their education, to fear God, to love justice; mercy,
and truth.” Brave words these—but have they any
meaning ? , e
- For frst, “ what is truth?’ what is.that truth
which children are to -be taught to love 1—and-what
is a Christianily, from™which the dogmasof: all sécts
bare been eliminated: and which contains ot the
“ dogmas of either one sect or another ¥

Secondly, wherein would such a Christianity differ
from the « absolute religion™ of the Rev. Theodore
Parlker? Easier would it be to form a conception of
a Lord Mayor—a universal Lord Mayor~—without
chain, or robes of office, without head, feet, or where-
withal to sit—than of such an abstract Christianity
as the Sun proposes to have taught in our Common
Scliools. An abstract of a plum pudding, without
raisins, suet, four, or spices, into which tlie accidents
of eggs and butler entered not, would be about as
profitable to the bedies of the students, as such a
Christianity—abstraction made of all the dogmas
of “either one sect or another®—would be to their
souls. :

The Sun is evidently of the « Liberal” school ;
a school which, professing to abhor dogmas, is of all
sects the most intensely dogmatic. It has indeed
but one fundameatal dogma, but on that it insists as
strongly as ever did the most rigid Calsinist upon
% absolute predestination.” Tobea ¢ Liberal Chris-
tian” it is necessary to accept the dogma—that .no
dogma is necessary for salvation. -

But will the Sun, will any one else, deign, to en-
lighten us as to this * absolute Christianity” which
contains not the dogmas of * either one sect or an-
other ’—or show us wherein it differs {rom pure
Deism? Let us have a Catechism of this abstract
Christianity ; and let us at least know wherein, and of
what, it consists. Before we can consent to be tax-
ed for teaching it, let us at least know what it is that
is to be taught, and whether, after all, it will be worth
the teaching. .

‘The proposition of the Suz is not new, and if it
has not been carried into execution, it is simply be-
cause it is impracticable. [t must, indeed, be a

nal Christians should be so great, and so many, as to
render any common veligious education for the chil-
dren of all denowminations impossible. Nevertheless,
it is so ; and, regret it as we may, it is a fact which
we cannot attempt {o overlook without infringing
upon the rights of conscience. As in religion, be-
twixt Catholic and Protestant there is nothing in
coinmon, so there can be no education partakung in
the slightest degree of a -religious character, which
shall be equally acceptable to both.” If then e have
Commaon Schools, they ust he scliools entirely des-
titute of alt religious, and’ therefore of all Christian,
chavacter,’ o ‘ SR
But do our Protestant fellow citizens .wish . for
such schools?  We do them no more justice when
we admit.that, for the most part, they do not: even
the Sun desires to see oirr Common Schools “Chris-
tian;” ‘and we respect him_for. it.. The cry for the
“Bible'{n our Schools”, is general amongst ‘our Pro-
testant fellow citizens. Do we blame them for. this?

E“. “{liy should Com'mbn Schools be ei.fberlCailyﬁlic‘ d

subject of regret that the differences amongst nomi- |

‘their

‘) -

dren? - {Far from

themselves<-but ‘desire, only that they will be qually

just‘towad

religious:education : they look upon it as the % Word

fof God ;” and :sb considering ‘it; and 'so *believing,
weshould despise ‘them if they did not insist uponits

we.

use in'schdols'to 'wliich 'they ‘were by law ‘compelied

to contribute. ' We as Cafholits,”do not accept the

% authorised version” ‘as' the Word of God at all;
neither do we consider that the Bible Js; or. can pro-
perly be made, the foundation of religious belief.—

Christian Scriptures; that the Jatter proceeded from
the Church, which cannot therefore be based upon
them ; and' therefore we do not consider it either
necessary, or advisable, to place the Bible in any
form, or. in any. version, in the Liands of our children,
because by so doing we should be lending our coun-

not the Church,” is the pillar and ground of the
truth.”  The difference betwixt Catholic and Pro-
testant consists—not in the different interpretations
which they put upon the utterances of an authority
recognised by both—as betwixt the different Pro-
testant sects—but in that they do-not recognise any
common and supreme authority in religion at all.—
Now the simple. fact of placing the Bible in the
hands: of children implies that that book is the source
of all religious knowledge, This we deay; and
therefore, as implying a [alse principle, do we object
to the reading of the Bible in schools to which we
are compelled to pay. We are perfectly willing to
respect the opinions’ of our Protestant fellow citi-
zens 5 but we demand of them that they shall equally
respect our religious opinions ; thus the only arrange-
ment possible under the existing eircumstances is one
wlich shall secure to Profestants the use of schools
in which their mode of giving religibus education is
employed—and to Catholics, schools in which the
children of Cathalics shall be instructed in accordance
with the religious opinions of their parents. In other
words, equal and impartial justice imperatively requires
separate schools, for Catholics and Protestants, if
public education is to retain any religious cbaracter
at all. Baoks, Rail-Road Companies, aad public
institutions which make no preteree to any religious
character, and which have no connection with any
religious objects, may indeed be common to both
Catholics and Protestants, without being either Ca-
tholic or Protestant.  But schools, in which the prin-
ciples of Christianity are to be instilled, and of which
religious, as well as secular instruction is to be one of
the-objects—must be either Catholic or Profestant,
and cannot therefore, be « Common® to both. And
this. is the answer to the Swun’s question, * Why
should Commen Schools be either Catholic or Pro-
testant?? /- . - : =

. On. Sunday last, the preacher -in  St. Patrick’s
Chuich recommended to the charitable consideration
of his congregation, the destitute condition of great
numbers of tle lately arrived Irish-girls ; who, owing
to the lateness of the season, and the pressure of
the times, have been unable to procure service in
any -respectable families—and who, in consequence,
have been exposed to much suffering and great temp-
tations.. We are ‘happy to learn that the good Sis-
ters of the ¢ Bon Pasteur” have promptly come for-
ward to meet the immediate necessities of the case
—Dby throwing open, for the reception of Irish girls
out of place, one of their rooms, calculated to ac-
commodate forty ladgers. A trifling expense may be
necessary at first, to put the room in order, and to
procure the requisite furniture ; but we feel assured,
that, for so desirable an object, the Irish of Mont-
teal will, as usual, cheerfully respond to any appeal
made upon them. God only knows to what hard-
ships, insults, and temptations many of these poor
innocent Irish girls are exposed in our great city,
upon their first arcival from their native land. Mis-
creants of every deseription lie in ‘wait for thesi;
speculators in vice make a traffic of their miseries,
and as a matter of * business” plot the ruin of their
souls. - By whom then can they expect the helping
hand to be stretched out to them, to snateh them
from the gulf of vice and infamy whick yawns for
their reception, if.not by their fellow-countrymen
and co-religionists—tlie -children of the same soil
—the inberitors of the sameé hith, and of the same
hopes of immortal life 1 See to it—would we then
say to our Irish friends—see to it, that none of your
poor innocent Catholic countrywomen, be left exposed
to the snares and temptations which await them on
their arrival. It s not their bodies only—it is their
innocence, their immortal souls, that will be exposed
to danger,-if we neglect our duty.

The subject was brought before the notice of the
City Council on Monday last; when a letter from
the Rev. M. Vilfencuve of the Seminary was read by
His Worship the Mayor—in which the writer drew
a sad, but true picture of the destitution and depra-
vily-which prevails amongst a considerable portion of
the lately arrived female immigrants. One bundred
‘and thirty females are’ now in prison ; some sent
thither as to a place of refuge—many sentenced to
"confinement for their bad conduct, on account of
which they had previously been turned. out .of the
'sheds, where they bad hitherto found shelter. - The
.Mayor took up the matter in a manner alike credita-
‘ble to his head and his heart; and we trust- that the
Corporation will kindly lend its aid toarrest the grow-
ing evit, .~ T
. It must however always be borne.in‘mind, that the.
‘mass.of ‘pauperism with whieh we are‘burtbened is of
British, not of Canadian origin ; and:{lat it is the.
vice, the misery, and squalor,. generated:in ‘the old;

—do we desire ‘to deprive them of the privilege:of

country that presses so heavily upon ‘our'means of:re-
lief. Tt maybe asked—why do not our convents

‘weiTedpect the: principle’ which'ihey advorate for

ds;:us - poor., Papists. | They  consider the.
~| % authiorised version”” of ‘the Bible as the:basis of all

History. tells -us that- Christianity is older than the.

tenance to the Protestant principle that a hook, and

L ITHETRUD
il mention:that:’ John Bright,’ ke wﬁl:ﬁigh,{;tﬂ_e_yffcor;f51der n;essential ingre-1-and othér 'Gutholic‘“a‘sylp'njs' "provide for- these -pooy

creatures? - Alns ! 'our “convents;” our asglums; fre
cramned full, and their funds, a3 it -is,” are taxaq 1
the utmost, ' Our. charitable. institutions were: foundeq
with the view, of. meeting;: the wants of . the’ POOF: in
-Canada, and for-:this end they are amply. /sufficient :
but they cannot: suffice for the ¥ast mass of pO\'erty’
and “distress whichi comes: 1o us- yearlyfrom' abroa,
Pauperism, whicli'is the product of Protestantism is
generated in Great Britain too’ rapidly and too cy.
tensively for our Catholic institutions‘in Canada s and
thus, inspite of the. liberality: of our - citizens of g
denominations, the exertions: of our-Clergy, and the
heroic self-devotion of our Sisters of: Charity, it 51j
bappens that hundreds of-poor peaniless: creafures
roam about our streets, looking ' in -vain-for whete 1o
fay their heads." - Weare birthened, in fact, not only
with the poverty of ‘Canada, but with the Pauperisp
of Great Britain and Ireland ; and our institutions gre
not numerous, or wealthy enough to bear the burde;
which Protestantism casts upon them. :
“This state of things”—said the Mayor with jus.
tice—¢ furnishes a just cause of complaint,” and gives
us a good claim on the Executive (or assistance, ||
Government will persist in casting these helpless creg.
tures upon our shores, it is bound to prevent then
from becoming hurdensome to the community. Thiy
was the view taken by the Mayor, the conclusion of
whose speech upon the occasion we give below:—

¢ This state of things furuished a just reason of com.
plaint. We, the citizens of Montreal had a just right
to complain that these pooc destitute females shonig
be thus pitilessly cast upon our shores, and imposey
as a heavy burden upon us, by those whose legitimatg
duty it was to sueeor and provide for them, A repry-
sentation of the facts ought to be made to the Exgey.
tive, accompanied by a demand that provisiou be
made for these poor friendless females. It is not rigin
that}they should be allowed toremain, at once a charge
upon ourravesues, and the cause of contamination to
the morals and of offence to the decency of our com-
munity. He must be ailowed ta make only one more
 remark. It was stated out of doors that oor Treasury
wasg overflowing, and that a reduction’ of assessmei
ought therefore 10 be made.—If, indeed, our Treasury
was overflowing, he would ask in the name of all that
was benevolent and charitable, in the name of commay
humanity and for the honor of our common natore,
that the surplas be applied to establish an asylum for
these poor vnfortunale, deslitute objects. ~Besides
aflording a protection to the morals of the communay,
many of these now friendless creatures might be con-
verted into good and useful members of society ; and
others, not yet wholly lost, might be timely saved
from the ruin and shame to which they were now be-
ing hurried—happily, in many cases perhaps, agaiust
their own will. Bt he feared it was not within the
means of the cily to provide such an asylum, and he
would, therefore, cail upon the governmeat of the
country totake notice of the appalling fact that 130
helpless females were cast upon our communily des-
titute and unprovided for, and exposed.to all- the al-
lurements and snares which viee holds out 10 her vic-

| tims, and wan! and misery but too often impel them

toembrace. He might be told that-the lamentable
fact was a proper subject of consideration for 1he Emi-
gration Office. - Perhaps so, but'they all felt whatre-
sults would follow an appeal.to the emigrant agent
-whose deputy here was besides well acguainted with
the facts.. He again urged wvpon the Council to make
application lo Lhe Executive to remedy so alarming o
state of things, and concluded by informing them that
besides the 130 females in questien, both the Catholic
and Protestant Asylums of (he cily were now filled ;
and, if the truth were known, the-city was at.present
burdened not with 130 ouly, bot with at feast 200 of
the female pauper population of the parent country.”
At a subsequent meeting of the Council, it was.
proposed by Councillor Day, seconded by Councilior
Ricard, and carried unanimously—that—in -compli-
znce with the prayer of the Rev, Mr. Villeneuve, a
sum of £100 be granted to make a temporary pro-
vision for destitute females: and that the Executive
be applied for reimbursement. -

An esteemed Catholic correspondent calls our at-
tention to a letler that hias appeared in the Protestant
journals, over the signature of # The Abbé Laborde,
of Lectoure®—in which the writer, who, it must be
admitted, adop(s rather a singular method of address-
ing the Sovereign Pontiff—through the columns of
the Trotestant press—warns His Holiness against
defining the. * Immaculate Conception” of the ever
blessed Mother of God, as an article of faith ; and
threatens him with his—the Abbé Laborde’s—seri- .
ous oppesition, should he prove deaf to this warping ;
the writer pretends also to have Scripture, the Fa-
thers, and the voice of Christian antiquity, on his
side. Our correspondent, who asks us to reply to
this letter, attaches—so it seems to us at least—a
great deal too much importance to a  document, in-
trinsically unworthy of notice, and which derires but
little claims to our respectful consideration, from the
position of its author. ‘

‘For instance, were it avowedly the production of
a heretic, we thiok our friend would at once.admit
that it was unworthy of a serious reply. - It is only
because it comes from one ‘who calls himself a Ca-
tholic, and who prefixes to lis name the mysterious
title of « Abbe,” asif he were some high ecclesias-
tical dignitary, that our correspondent attacles any
weight to it at all. Now, if upon examination, it
should turn out that in spite of his ¢ Abbe-ship”—
his prefessions of Catholicity—and his appeals-to the

“Fathers—the writer is but 2 heretic in disguise, and

misrepresents the authors 1o whom he appeals, we
think that our correspondént wouldagree with us, that
his fetter to the Pope is-as 'little ‘worthy the serious
notice of a Catholic. journalist; as'if, it caine.avow-
edly from the classic regions.of, Wapping, .ant bore
wpon its face the imposing autograph of the Reverend
LEbenezer Styles of Squash Lane. . © . -

EJ

- Be-it known: to our- friend then, that thetitle

“.Abbé,” as used.in Frarce; does not: necessarily imn-

ply the possession, ol any ‘important ecclesastical
office,; and “liolds ¢ut no’ guarantee for the orthodosy




