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FURE DELIVERED BY THOMAS
DARCY M-GEE,

CSEFORE THE CATHOLIC INSTITUTE OF NEW YORK, AT

THE TABERNACLE, BROADWAY, ON THE POLITICAL
CONSEQUENCES OF THE PROTESTANT ¢ REFORMATION.”
ilaving discussed the causes which led to the great
Apostacy of the XVI century, and answered the ques-
tion— Why it should have begun in the XVI, rather
than in the XIV, or in the XVIT, or any other, cen-
tuey,” the Lecturer sought for the reasons, « why it
should bave begun in Germany, and of all Germany,

“why first, in Saxony” The gross sensual nature of
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1)ie Germans was admirably adapted for the reception
of the gross senstal doctrines of the Protestant Re-
formers; naturally then a systein so essentially car-
nal, which appeals to the mere animal man, to his
belly, and Lis lusts, wonlil he most readily welcomed
by the most ignorant, and the most sensual nations in
Lurope t—

« Without disparaging German scholarship, it was
then certainly inferior to that of France and Italy;
without overrating the institutions of old Spain, they
were, before the centralization, the freest in Europe.
Without denying that therc were pious people in
Liermany, it Is quite certain that the Iungarians,
“I'yrotese, and Poles, were proverbial throughout the
contitient for their devotion. Saxony—the State of
Germany which first became Protestant—rwas most
famons for good living. She had not as yet pro-
duced any emineat scholars, and had long ceased to
contribute saints to the calender.  If it was a work
of pure faith, or pure intellect, one would certainly

. not look first to Germany, and in Genrany aol first
10 Saxony. 11 it was a_question of cookery, ot war
it migit be diffierent, but it was not.

Protestantism as I maintain, was-a politician from-

the first.  Germany, with *its anavchical constitu-
tion,” was the most active field of European politics,
while its emperors were elective, and in Germany the
spiritaal and temporal powers met in marked con-
junction. - The emperors of Germany, elaiming the
vitle of % Roman and - Apostolic;? were“crowned: by
the hands of the Pojies. This title"tlie first 4
in Yiurope, was.supposed to dérive: fram” (he
Fathors,.and to be a defective title until confinned at
Nome.  (In =peaking of such coronation we should
siways remember that it was only a ceremony, a very
awrust ceremany, to be sure, but still far beneath the
dignity, the respousibility, and the sanctity of a sa-
crinnent.) _ '

Now, these emperors, elf;cted by one power, and
vonflirmed by the other, were sometimes at war with
thase who cliose, sometimes with those who coufirmed
thein,  Generaily speaking, as the Church and the
wiorld are opposed, and as the buman heart since the
heginning is prone to pride and to error, so the em-
purars came oftencst into collision with the Popes.
e controversy “ of the investitures”—vhether the
emperor had the right to invest bishops with ¢ ring
and erozier,” and hold their sees to be subject fiefs,
10 be presented by the sovereign, occasioned the
nost serious quarrel (Germany bad with Rome, aud
its tradition had constantly goaded German pride,
until the Reformation gave a revenge to the empire,
which Maximifinn was not slow to take.

This I consider the reason why the Tleformation
ripened first in that empire.  Why Saxony was tie
precise place, may be accounted for from the fact
that in the first years of the 16th century, the ba-
jance of (iermany lurned upon the will of Saxony,
which will, also, included protection te Dr. Luther
aud his cause.

Trederick of Saxony found Protestantism in the
streets, and raised it to the level of his own tlrone.
aving founded a university in his town of Wittem-
herg, he in 1508 called Martin Luther (then in his
23th year) from the Convent of Trfuth to a profes-
sor’s chair.  This Frederic was a great politician,
inthe weaner sense. Ilis professor made a party in
and beyond the bounds of Saxony, and le used the
party when it was made. TLuther understood and
despised him, but like an adroit manager, was willing
to be used, provided he might use othersin turn. The
relation between the professor and the prince is a
cirious example of clever’ diplomacy on both sides.
They carry on their correspondence through a third
party s the elector disclaims Luther’s violence in pub-
Fie, but furnishes him hints in private. Luther com-
plains of his patron's selfishness and worldiness in
private letters, but exalts him in public as the hope
of Germany and the saviour of religion. And this
double meanine and dishonest intercourse character-
izes all the acls and words of the two leading Re-
lormers, .

Now, Blector Frederick ias the candidate for the
empirve, preferred (in the event of old Maximilian’s
death) by the native German party, who opposed
Charles V. as a stranger and a Spanish prince.
Maximilian devoted bis last years to securing the suc-
cession to his grandson, and consequeatly- paid- all
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ince, who alone conld decide the elec-
tion. Tinally Charles V was elected by Frederick
resigning in his favor, and bringing his friends to vote

for him.  Thns, in the last years of Maximilian and i tory? Canton against eunton, league against league, | se

first of Charles, Luther’s patron and ally was the
most powerful and active politician of Germany. Tt
was precisely in these critical years that Protestant-
ism, hovering about the political balance, formed its
parly, and began fo cxercise its evil iniluence in the
political order. Tt is usual to consider Luther as a
headlong, rash man, fearless of consequences.—
Naothing can be less correct. Tt is very true that he
had a hot temper, and a vituperative style, but all his
essays and leiters prove him to have been a capital
party manager, one who used every sort of material
that came to band, and resorted to every stratagem
to effect his object. He began by attacking Telzel,
whose patron had an hercditary quarrel with his pa-
tron; he used in turn the knights, like Ilutten,
against the nobles ; the peasants of Swabia against
both, and the nobles against the peasants angd the
Anabaptists,  When he had established his short-
lived Primacy . at Wittemberg, and declared * that
church and school” the centre of Protestant unity—
le allowed every liberty 1o those who bowed ta his
chair, whether they were Boliemians, Moravians,
Zwinglians, Bigamists, likke Philip of Ilesse, or-public

ph\ndérers, like that Archiduke Albert, who built (he ! tre, the ledger, cash-book, day-book, and blotter, the |

Prussian throne on 1he spoils of thi T'eutonic order,
of whicli he was the {orsworn Grind Master.”?

The charncteristic difference betreizt the Eastern
and TWestern leresies ts next {nsisted upoin.

“Tn the East, anti-Clivistian schism hiad dooe its
work and hLad given its warning, DPhotian was a
right good Protestant, but he originated a far higher
heresy than Luther’s.  The German appealed to the
passions, railing agaiust celibacy. fasting, snd Clureh
taxation; the Greek appealed to the mteilect, pro-
jected subtle theories on lofty and obseure points of
doetrine, luring the will away through the imagina-
tion and the reason. The principle of both was the

same—the all-sulliciency of private judgment=—thes

éorofiation of piide—the revolf of the individual frou:

system, from prescription, from infallibility en Farth::

Thotian suceeeded widely and prepared the path of
Mahomet ; Luther succeeded localiy and prepared
the path of Spinoza, of Voltaire, of Robespierre, of
the Goddess of Reason, and the present German ra-
tienalism, which treats our Lord and Saviour as a

myth, and tolerates Luther’s own Bible chiefly on |

account of ¢ 1he poetical passages.”’”
And rehat has the Reformation done for man-
lind, for the cause of order, and civilisation ?

¢ Tlow great the change in lurope sincé those ages,
miscalled dark! 'They were meditative rather than
speaking ages s they were agesof social contentment
and simple pleasures ; men, lilke Dante and St. Tho-
mas, thought less of fame than of duty in their works,
and by that very means secured the noblest wreaths
of fame—Tfor thoselaurels only are perennial on which
religion breathes her beatifying breath. By appeal-
ing to that barbarian pride which the Churck lad
long held in check, social contenlment was rooted
out; every man thought himself the best man ; every
prize was held out [or every hand to pluck at. Great
cities sprung up like Jonah’s gourd; country Tife was
thrown into the shade ; the nesw doctrine of marriage
left the door of divorce always on the jar; poverty
became a criminal, and was locked up, lest its impor-
tunities should vex the prosperous people of the world,
or interrupt merchants iv the market-place. A trad-
ing theology amnd a Pagan philosophy went hand in
haad through the world, displacing the ancient nnity
of duties and rights; the pelitical consequénces have
been, as I said, disunion, partial anarchy, centraliza-
tion, and counter-centralization ; lastly. those lament-
able Buropean revolutions, of which, I trust in God,
we hiave heard the last in our time. ‘

Let me sum up the case as to Kurope. Germany,
the first offender against Christian unity, has been ap-
propriately punished by its own dis-unity. It las
lived in a perpetual vortex, devoured by its own
diseasett activity, A pathetic German voice has
asked— Where is the German’s fatherland ° And
the only answer the poet could find was this :—

“ Where’er resounds the German tongue,
Where German hymus to God are sung,
Where Gernman is the name for friend.
Aund Frenchman is the pame for fiend,
“There wallant brother 1ake vour stand,
That is the German’s fatherland.”?

But hymns and hatred will not define a political ex-
istence, sa this answer is no answer. I could have
told Dr. Arndt where his latherland is: it was mur-
dered at Wittemberg, buried at Augsburgh, and the
inseription on its tomb was the treaty of Westphalia.
I can tell him besides wio were the murderers. They
were Professor Luther and his brotherhood of assas-
sins.

The Reformation early entered Switzerland: in
1529, by the compact of Berpey it divided the Swiss
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} people with a gull never since closed.  T7rom the at-
i traction of apposing influences, Switxzerland has kept
!_n, {onthold on her Alps, but what is her interior his-

iand ‘eity against city.  Fvery true Switzer is born in

fear, lives,in doubt, and dies in anxiety, for his coun- |

t{ry.. When the desceadants of Zwinglius and Calvin
:go up in tears and sackeloth to the shrine of St.
i Gall, or to the chapel of William "Toll, and da pe-
{ nanee (here, Switzerland may recover her wity, but
| she never can otherwise.

Lo Tn 1535, the Reformation entered Tingland.
[ three hundred years, it ims liad everything its own
lay in that Sfate ! Where now is the old Saxon
constifution, the courts leet and baron, the assem-
blies of Durham, York, Tancaster, Chester, and
Cornwall? Al absorbed by Toadon—that “great
centval sponge, which lies in the heart of the empire.
drinking throngh its thiesty pores all the energies of
the provinces, and giving nothing out, except under
the strong pressure of democratical agitation.

Wiat are the estates of Tngland'to day? The
crown is a mere sign-board, the fouse of Lords an
old curiosity shop, the Commnns, a club of men well
rto doin the world. The Bank of Lngland is the
true government of Jingland—Manchester is the
! heart of the nation—the. yard-stick is the teue scep-

Tor

{ four gospels of this new chosen people—these sub-
{ Yime missionaries of a calico civilization.

Moreover, as Dr. Brownson has well said— Eng-
land, economically considered, includes Ireland and
India”~the establishment kept up by bayonets, and
| the car of Juggernaut, the 7yof starving amid his vice,

and the cottier perishing in the furrow of the field,
which English law has decreed shall bear no other
harvest but rents, tithes, and taxes. No impartia)
‘gbserver—no student of the sources of our informa-
tion—none but a second-hand repeaier of a man, will
‘venture'to hold up Iinaland as a sample of the salu-
tary_consequences of Protestant politics.
o Ehall I hivite you to” the. Baltic countries—the
coldest and most licentions in Furope. Tt is enough
rto refer vou to the authority of a gilted Seotchman
-—a sound and manly thinker, and a candid reporter
of what be has seen—T mean Maleoln Laing’s book
on Sweden and Norway.

Need I speak of Holland, that sand-banlk snatehed

from the sea by Catholic generations, now sinking
out of sight under the incubus of its own intolerance ?
Was it Spanish ov Orange oppression that sent the
tDe Witls and Barmaveldts to the seaffold 7 Was it
! Spanish oppression caused Belgium to separate her
| fate {rom her natural associate? Tn Ilolland, also,
j weare disappointed when we look for the Protestant
| regeneration of the human race.
{ The Reformation entered Yrance with Calvin,
| Coligny, and Henry IV. It made’a powerful party,
: and caused many years of war. Richelieu extingnished
it only by extinguishing the provincial liberties, which
it had excited even to anarchy. He centralised
France to save T'rance ; centralization of course led
to abuses, to luxury, to skepticism, to the cucyclope-
dia, 1o the guillotine revolntion. ¢ Sire,” saida wise
minister to Louis XV, «the philosophers are ruining
France.” Who were these philosophers?  The le-
gifimate offspring of Switzerland and Germany.—
They were at lome in Geneva ard Berlin, and in
ther own rapid way they carried out, in I'rance, the
principles which the slower Sasons and Swiss had
been centuries in developing. “The most perfect
Protestant,” as Burke observes, “is he who protests
against the whole Christian religion”—the French
Deist is, therefore, the most consistent Protestant.—
Voltaire and his school completed what Luther and
liis school commenced. Reason was deified in Paris,
and Rationalésme in Germany ; the only difference on
the opposite sides of the Rhine was belween an idea
and its form—the I'rench embedicd wnbelief like
artists, while the Germans left it in a dense meta-
pliysical {oz, hanging somewhere over the Black
Iorest of their own pathless and melanchely spe-
culations.

‘Fo sum up in one sentence—the worldlings of Eu-

His Churcli.  They would have liberty without au-
thority—they got it; they would have progress with-
out ecnscience—they oot it; they would undo the
bonds of unity, and as a providential punishment they
have supped full of the borrors of anarchy. Like
the Theban farmer, who prayed to Jupiter to. have
his own will of the weather, and when he got his ve-
quest knesw not what to do with what he'so much de-
sived, so also the Protestant part of Cliistendom, if
they ever will be wise, ought now to see that God’s
Anointed are the only safe depositories of the. power
to teach, to subdue, and to ‘govern the mob of  pas-
sions and propensities whicl grows.up. in every new
generation of wankind,
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vhether onr American libert
Pratestantism or not.

But before I do so, let me say here that there
| secms a disposition in eertain quarters, amone cortain
leditors and orators, whom T do ot name, beenusre
current names would but distract our attention fron;
 the great subject, there scems a disposition to charge
 us, who are loyal Catholics, as well as loyal eitizon-.
Lwitha coldness, o cven an enmily, to thie institutious

of the United States. Some gentlemen, who ouo bt

to be with us and of us, instead of fluttering over the-

fy ies owe their origin 1+

| balance of an uncertain liheralism—ahave given a st

of sanction to this—T will call it—ihis fabrication of
folly mixed with malice. Beeause owr religion in-
forws us that political duties are conscientions duties -
berause conseience and cominon sense forbid us to
believe in any patent form of goverament fit for every
peaple under the sun ; becanse we cannot bow down
liefore the idol of the hour, whose frant of brass day-
zles those who do not look at s feet of clay ; he-
canse we camot curse the man'who lassaved socinty
in France, and given her the first'p’ aciple of all go-
vernment—_Aulliority ; becdvse we cannot shiout ho-
’Smmns after democracy with'a feather in its hat and

a sentry at its door—tAerefore we are indifferent re-
[publicans. T ask yonr pardon for this allusion to

!
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clarge so very absurd andl so very false, that it really
deserves no other answer than to be silently spat upuu.

To considering the origin of American liberty, |
think sufficient attention Nias not been paid to the ix-
fluence of the circumstances of the first colonists:
coming from Englaud, they would naturally bring
with them the gencral idea of representative govern-
ment 5 but standing, in the presence of the northwr:
wilderness, they necessarily learnt the lessons of sell-
government.  The monarchy did not emigrate hure
as to Brazil ; the aristocracy did not emigrate as to
Cubaand Mexico ; the working men aloné emigrated.
There was from the first, a natwral equality amons
them : the hbe’st shot, tl{x‘&\. best eraftsman was the only
aristo possible in the fovest..of the Nortl, Iy the. .
conalest OB s Tow ot e il
existed (he “principles of. glie Republican system—
they clected their seleet, men; reeves amt patlimnzs-
ters, as you do your Mayor, President, or Legislatars.
American Dewocray began with the beginning of
the eountry, it is a native here, ils constitution i
formed to the climate, ity growth was regular and
orderly—it is never to be confounded witl the fero-
cious and chimerical Democracy of old monarchical .
States. In fhe ISuropean sense there wasno Ameri-
vean revelution, for the Luropean temn means &

{ double act, an undoing and a doing, a tearing dowi;
of the old, to make room for the new, as i a nation-
ality was an old Louse or an old boiler, that could b
taken asunder in sueh a fashion: the American reve-
lntion wmeans only that, the King who never was hore,
never was a practical part of the colonial systen.
having innovated on the native, necessary rights of the
people—1thal they aose up, completed the fabric of
their incomplete liberties, and told the King of Fuy-
land to manage his own counlry, as they meant ju
future to manage theirs. 'I'he word revaltdivn «
stinks iu the nostrils of every sane man, that it is e
cessary frequently to vepeat this distinetion between
its American and Lluropean sense, in order 1o take
the illustrious authorsof cur constitution, out of the
bloody and ignominious catalogue of Tluropean ridi-
calism,

But if northern democracy grew in the woods 2l
ran in the rivers, why did il not do so in Seuth Ame-
rica?  "Chis habit of comparing dissimilar things is.
one of the leading delusions of our times, Let us
look at the facts by themselves. Martin Alonza
Pinzon advised Columbus 1o sail south with the Gul!
Stream instead. of north, and so, for ends known only
to Providence, the Spaniards struck the tropical re-
gion of America.  "I'hey settled under a sky which
clothed all under it, on a soil bursting with the pre-
cious metals.  The aborigines they encountered weve
a semi-¢lvilized people with whom, at Jeast, the corn-
mon Spaniard might, without disgrace, interinarry ;
great many young Don’s of better family than fos-
tune, got royal grants in the colonies, and thus eu-
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rope. in the 1600th year after Christ, rose against | tailed a military aristocracy upon the new country.

Better for the Spanish settler ie Lad never landed
with sueh captains on a soil so rich in minexals, or un-
der a climate so luxurious and enervating +  But, as
if to complete their unhappy experience, the frenzy
of the 18th century seized them, and they too should
have their paper republic.  They rent their green
branch untimely from the parent tree—they planted;
their olives too much to the north—¢they were rot-
ten before they were ripe”—they rebelled without,
sullicient cause, and have lived: ever since.without law
or government. Sopth America wants a man—
wants a master, and fos her own sake T hope she may
get one soon, not front gbroad, but from among her
own gifted children. '

1 come now {0 a topic nearez. home—to inquire

A very few words as to Drotestantism in relation



