NV $
] \“," \.“te X \

AN
AN

CATHOLIC CHRONICLE.

yvOL. 1.

EE;‘?CLUDTN(‘{- SERMON BY HIS EMI-
NENCE THE CARDINAL ARCHBISHOP
OF WESTMINSTER,

Delivered tn St. Mary’s Charch, Moorfields, on
the Evening of Sunduy, el 131k, 1853, -

SUBJECT :—DEVOTION TO THE IIOLY EUCHARIST.

(I'rom the Cutholic Standuard.)

¢ Phe Lamb that was slain is woerthy to receive power, and
divinity, and wisdomy nod strensth, and howor, and glory, and
penedictivn P —AprocaLyrsr v, 12,

T lave been engazed, my dear brethren, for (hree
Sundays in placing before you the nvincipal motives
and groun'.ls of devotion to the most adoralle Saera-
ment of 1he Eucharist,

Perliaps it may have been thought by some that T
have taken n circuitous route to reach conelusions
which Catliolic instinet wonld at one bound have gain-
ed—that T have been creeping on the ground when
there were wings at hand by which we could have
flown to our object—that T might at once have said,
poiuting to that altar, % There is your God; your
Blessed Redeemer is there present;™ and every body
would have been prostrate, every heart inllamed with
{rve, every soul enrapt in deep adoration.  Yet, my
hrethren, T feel that, for our devetion to be truly so-
Hd and lasting, it is right that it should be based upan
m'_-'_;umenl and reason; and at any rale, ihe cowrse
whick 1 have pursued“was necessary to bring me o
the conclusions which T wish 1o develope this even-
inr. For T have te unite deductions from all that I
have said, to place them before you in a practical
form, and to shiew you, as T prowmised, that the sug-
cestions of our former considerations find their reali-
sation in that devotion on which we haveentered here
\his day—in that continued adoration of our Blessed

Yedeemer in this most solemn and holy mystery—-a
devation now so well known to every Catholic, and so

fully appreciated by every child of the faith.
w1t the three discourses which have preceded my,
present address, I have endeavored 1o keep constant-
Iy Dbefore you the true and reat parallel which exists
between what our Blessed Lord is pleased to do for
us through this most admirable institution, and what
e did for us through Ilis incarnation and death.—
1 shewed yon how, step by step, there is an exact
conformity in His aflectionate dealings with man in
these two marvellous dispensations.  As 8. Bernard
when beautifully difating upon the mystevies of our
Saviour’s birth, invites us, saying, ¢ Come to Bethle-
hern. where we have so nmeh to admire ; so muel to
fove 5 an much to imitate " so may I draw likewise 2
threefold conclusion from the three motives which T
have lnid before you for love and devotion fowards
this blessed Sacrmnent, aud show you how the three
forms of devotion: which are drawn from these. three
divers wolives wiite tomether, and may be said to be
most perfeetly blended under that form in which the
Church dnvites you now to indulge it.

1For, my brethren, 1 first endeavored to shew you

that as in the birth of our Blessed Redecmer, the an-
vels of God were called to adore Tdim, beeause 1le
was present on earth, who was true God no less than
1lis Tather (TIeb. i. 6); so likewise, having faith
that i this blessed Saerament the same Lord and
God is truly and really present, it becomes necessa-
rily.a duty from winch we cannot shrink, to adore
Iin. 1t is in this devotion particularly that we are
invited to a loving adorwtivn of 1lin.
" “Then T shewed you that that presence of our Lord
apoi earth was not merely that he might be a spec-
wele for us 10 gaze on, but that 11e might give Llim-
solf to us—that in 1is presence there was the surren-
der of ITimself entirely tn man, and therefore, that
none could refuse to love 1lim with grateful atection ;
so likewise, as in this new form of merey 1le yields
[Timself over to us, makes 1imsclf our own posses-
siou, communicates 1limself entirely to us, so inust we
imeet Jlim here with love of another character.  In
this devotion we are called to draw near to Him ina
conlemplative love. )

TFinally, as in each of thesc dispensations, the giv-
ing of Mimsell to us involved Ilim necessarily in hu-
miliation, and in subjection to injuries, and as under
the one nane that knew Him could refuse to pay Iim
a lowage of aliectionate compassion, and strive to
make Tlim compensation if possible ; so likewise here,
especially in this peeuliar form of worship of the ado-
rable Eucharist, we have the opportunity of atoning
to Him, and making Him loving expiation. Such
are the three peculiar advantages of this special form

ef devolion to our blessed Lord. .
Wlen the inysteries of icaven were opened to Jolm,
it was not merely that hie himself might be consoled
and refreshed by the wonderful spectacle which was
presented to his view, but it was that the Clurch
should learn lessons from what he made'known, so
that whatever was done in that heaven of which the
Church on earth was to be the eounterpart, should
serve as a lesson and as a model for her imitation.—
John, then, saw the heavens opened. There was a

Jers of the faithful.an earth,., .
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maguilicent throne, dazzling to the sight, upon which
sat One, majestic, beantiful, and awful in Ilis gran-
deur.  That throne was the throne of God ; andHe
who sat upon it is He who Liath sat there from endless
eternify, and whose kingdom passes not away.—the
Lord of Glory,—the Lord of 1losts,—tlhe God of
Gals,-~the same who appeared to the prophets of old
in a similar form of divine majesty.  And who was
}lm Gaod, but 1le who, F'hree in One, forms the ob-
Ject of our constant adoration, that blessed Trinity,
indivisible, in whom we cannot admit any difference
ar inferiority of divinity or attributes! The Father,
the Son, the 1Toly Ghost,sat as One upon that throne.

HJesus was then at the right hand of His Father j for

He was taken up from earth, and He sitteth at the
right hand of God. At that vight hand of God did
Stephen see him (Acts vii. 55), looking down wupon
himn with a slance of aflectionate compassion, which
gave him strength to overcome all the raze of his en-
emies.  There He is still ; from that theene none shall
ever move im,

_ Then, what is this that Jolin goes on to exhibit be-
fore us?  \What is this new and unprecedented wor-
slip of which there has until now been no trace among
the prophets as existing in heaven?  Tu the midst of
that throne, in the widst of the elders that surround
it, there stands a Lamb as if slain ; and Ile becomes
an object of distinet adoration to the whole of the
cclestial Lierarchy.  The sound of their soigs is as
of thousands of thousands; those four and twenty
clders cast themselves at Ilis feet; and the song
which is uttered forms the words of my text, % The
Lamb that was slain, is worthy to receive power, and
divinity, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and
glory, and benediction.” And thus the shout of praise
gaes on, until at length it is hushed, and there is si-
lence in heaven. 'There is deep and silent adoration ;
and an altar is before that Lamb, and upon it angels:
cast abundance, of incense, which represents the pray-

Now, my lrethren, this 1s the worship which the-
Church présents 10 us in the blessed Fucharist, and
especially in that form in which she invites us now to
adore our Lord, in the same manner as in heaven, in
a distinct form as seen by Jobn.  And yet it was not
the forin in which he had seen our Blessed Lord at
the very beginning ol Liis vision, where he recognised
his wel} beloved Master, as He addressed to him
messages for the angels of the churches; but in a vi-
sible form, to John, distinct from that which e had
on carth, Jle appears as an object of aderation in
heaven. John recognises a direct act of worship to
that Lamb with an altar before Iim, seperate as
though there was in Him a peculiar elaiimn to adora-
tion from those cclestial beings, distinet {rom that
which they pay to Him as standing at the right hand
of His Father, as claiming not a share, for such wor-
ship is indivisible, but the [ull tide ol song and hymn
{rom those blessed spivits.

The Church acts in like manner towards Ilim.—
Here is God. lu Iis temple ITe is present, Over
that altar, we believe that 1is majesty is especially
coneentrated far more than it was in the Jewish tem-
ple of old. But while we adore God,—while we daily
offer up our prayers to the three blessed and undivid-
ed persons of the holy Trinity, we have that same
distinet worship of the Lamb slain for our salvation.
That Laml is placed upon the altar under anotier
disguise, but not more a disguise than was that in
which He appeared to John, and in whicl e was
worshipped in heaven. In the same manoer, we sur-
round the throne on which we place Mim. We
worship ITim; we lift up our voices in sacred hymus
to Ilim. "Then we fall down in silent aderation be-
fore Iim. "Then the aitar is spread st his feet, and
the prayer symbolised by the incense,and the incense
that symbolises the prayer rise together to 1lim.

This is the worstip to which T invite you, asking
yon affectionately to join init. And in truth, my
hrethren, the worship of the blessed Tucharist in the
Church corresponds, in the Catholic heart, and in
Catholic faith, most exactly to this homage winch we
see dirccted towards that same Son of (God, in the
very character in which we here adore Iim, as the
victim of our salvation.

It is true that the highest and the most sublime
worship that we can pay to Him is that which we
daily render, when we assist at those divine mysteries
in which more especially Iis deathis commemorated.
In the Mass it is that the solemn rite is performed,of
bringing that Lamb, who is as slain, from the altarin
heaven down to the altar on earth.  And who can see
any great distance between the two? Ts it further
in that which is infinite from the altar in heaven to
the altar on earth, than it is from the throne on which
Te sits with Iis Father, to that altar which repre-
sents Him in heaven as aviclim? No, my brethren ;
it is the same warship, the same victim.  We believe
therefore, that each day that same sacrifice comes
down 1o us, and is renewed upon our altars; and we.

pray and adore around it. But this is.it I may so
express it, the more active worship of that innst .sa-
cred victim.  \We are, then, necessarily guided, led

are not allowed (o unloose themselves {rom the direc-
tion whicl the Clurel gives thesm, and we are more
especially drawn, at that time, to commemorate the
actual passion of onr Redeemer, ‘Che mysteries which
are represented in this saerifice connect our thoughts
with Uis sorrows and torments, and for what e en-
dured lor us on His cross. It is a time, not of sim-
ple adoration (except for a moment), so much as of
active devotion in communion with the prayers of the
Chureh. 1t is the time, too. generally, when we have
to pour out supplications for the day and when our
special prayers prescribed to us, either by rule or by
owr own usual practice, oceupy us in conjunction with
the solemn rite,  I'his corresponds to the loud and
united homage paid by angelsaud elders to the Lamb.
]‘.: is natural, therefore, that the Chureh should also
give us the apportunity of indulging in that which isa
truly angelic and celestial worship—that of simple and
individual adoration.

_ Tor, my brethren, although we believe that heaven
isa joyous place, and that there is not A moment in
which a song in honor of God and the Lamb is not
bursting forth (rom the lips of anzels and of saints, yet
we know that this is only the expression of the real
and essential bliss there enjoyed, and forms not the
sole occupation of those heavenly spirits. We believe
vather that their felicity consists in being watchful
and ever intent on the face of God ; in kaving their
eyes never satiated with its glory, but drinking in
constantly that stream of light which is full of gladness
and which forms their intelligence, and in having their
‘ears ever intent on absorbing the flow of harmonious
,\yiStIonx which, far rvicher than any strain of even hea-
venly musie, from Him is ever Hlowing; while their
Jiearts (I speak humanly), are as vessels into which is

{rouresl an unceasing stream of wnspeakable delight,

and whicli, overflowing through -their entire being,
sfeeps it in universal fruition.  T'his passive, this calm,
this uustirving cantemplation of God in deep and silent
adoration forms—we cannot doubt it—the true oceu-
pation and enjoyment of the blessed.

And how can we come nearer to this, than when
the Church, in whom we believe, places before us
that same Lamb who was adored asif slain in heaven,
and gives time and us leisure, undistarbed by any out-
ward worship, to fill our souls with the contemplation

adore ITim? Tt produces an annihilation, if one may
so speak, of self. The world is foraotlen. Iach
one is in a solitwle alone with Giad.  He sees stand-
ing before and near to Lim, Tlim.who is God, in ma-
jesty and in glory.  But {hat glory and majesty
are so attempered by tne sweetness of the love-
{ul mystery, that he (eels lie can be in 11is presence,
and yet not sink orerwhelmed with fear.  1e sees
bis Saviour before him in all the sternness of Iis
purity and holiness, but, this is so softened by the
tenderness of HMis look, that, instead of saying like
Peter. “ Depart from me, for T am a sinful man,” we
require almost to be told like Magdalene, ¢ Touch
me not,” fo prevent our rtushing forward and em-
bracing Him, when He appears to us as Le did to
her, and was recognised by her, though siill in a dis-
guise (St. John xx 17), They who lad seenan an-
el of old, as Tobias and bis son, recognising in him
but the symbel of God, would remain for three hours
prostrate in adoration after his departure ; and dur-
ing these three hours ueither spoke 1o, nor thonght
of, the other, but each was entirely absorbed in the
abyss of his own thoughts, thinking to himself how
infinitely gracious and good that God must have been
who had deputed one of Ilis archangels from near
His throne to bear to them mercy and blessing ("L'ob.
xii. 22).  This thought of the immense greatness
and goodness of God was suflicient to keep them
thus entranced and unconscious of all earthly.things
through that - long space. And shall not any of us
in fike manner, in contemplating the greatness of
that God who is pleased thus to come near us, in
considering that we stand in Iis real presence, that
we have i close to us, wlom the heavens cannot
contain, whom the angels cannot comprehend, whom
eternity cannot measure, whom infinite space cannot
limit—shall we not spend one brief hour, or & portian
of it at least, in this only appropriate homage of ador-
ing love, not presenting to Ilim any distinct petition,
not entering into any details of specific meditation,
but merely throwing ourselves down in the divine pre-
sence, worshipping in spirit and in truth, making our
whole being a sacrifice immolated and consumed be-
fore Him, and losing sight even of our most spiritual
wants, because all our theught is lost in that of giv-
ing bonor and glory to Him alene.

This silent adoration will still not be unaccompa-

along, by the very rite which is performed ; our minds

of im, antl in the very depths of our Leing lewly fo
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sshalt give them utrerance, but there will be a quier
and still music within our hearts, which will be as the
Jreturn of some long lost strain, notin a connected
form, but going and’ coiing in snatches and gushing
toues, lile those of the swelling breeze; or it will
sound 1o us rather as if it were the echo within our
vhearts of distant angels’ songs.  For we shall fuul
-ourselves unconsciously, almost without thought, re-
ipeating, O truly this Tamb that was slain, this Goid
iwho is present, this Blessed Redeemer who thus
Feomes down to me, is worthy of praise, is worthy of
tbenediction, is worthy of divinity, of wisdom, anl o
‘power.”  Thus we shall flad ourselves united in ado-
sration of the Tloliest with sinless spirits above, whos-
ivery words hecome so maturally onrs. Deep and
tlong be our dive info this ocenn ol boundless Inve :
and let our spiritual sense hardly brook retwrn from
tits all-absorbing and entrancing @ulf, to the blealk
reonseionsuess of an carthly existence !

But, my brethren, the love that thus contemplates.
land feels that sueh  contemplation is necessary for
tadoration, will soon pass on o other lhoughl; and
;'mlu-.r feelings. It-is not merely to adore our Blessed
Redeemer that He is exposed to' us solemuly upou
Pour al'ars 5 it is likewise, that in thus adoring im
" we may speak to Him in all the affection of our heart,
- as we contempiate in IIim the various forms of 1lic
,merey and kinduess towards us.  You see i be-
tlore you 5 your hearts tell you that it is the same Sa-
j¥iour who was born and died for your sales, and
!ynur vimagination, under the conduct of your faitt.,
+will easily lead you into the varions scenes in which
J’ e appeals to your love.

. You will delight to remember Him as IIe was
i when e came inte the workl, as we have conte- -
plated Him before, as a child in the apms of His .-
ther, helpless, and baving but one thought, the love
of you and the determination to redeen you. You-
will dwell familiarly on all that enhanees His love in
that hour.  You will picture to yoursclves the desc-
lation of that place in which Ife first appeared vu
carth, its nukedness, and its colduess, and 1lis ne-
ulect by men.  You will think of the Jove of 1lis
Blessed Mother, and of the worship of those poor
shepherds who came to honor 1lim, and you will then
feel as il you were in the midst of them. You will
lencel with them, and ask Iim if TIe will not allow
you in return to love Ilim when He has thus in the
very first instant of life, given you such evidence of
affection.

You will then, in ancther moment of thenglit, find
yourselves transported to that mountain of sorrow wu
which Ile is surrounded by so few faithful and loving
souls,  You will believe and know that you fiave he-
fore vou, veiled and concealed fram yonr sight. bur
not less really there, that same victim who offered
Himsel{ on the eross for your sakes,  And will you
not fecl that you have a right to stand at This let
and weep with those that Jove him, shrinking not frow
being at His side?  Will you not pour forth loving
words here as fervently as you would have done had
it been your Lappiness there to address your Lord?

It is in this silence, when you are alone, when there
is nought to give direction to your thoughts but your
owwn aftectionate feelings, that yen will pass in the
contemplation of i {rom one mystery to another
and in cach you will find motives of love, whieh will
enable you to speak to Him as your heart dictates,
face to face, as a friend speaks to a fiicnd,

But thisis not all.  For, iny brethren, this is th:
advantage. of this devotion, that in the solitude i
which each one places himself, he directly expresses
{ his thourhts as he feels them, and as none otlher conld
tfeel for him.  1le enters at once into the depths of
i his own heart, and Uien searches for (he inany mo-
tives of gratitude which arc not granted to every one,
but which eachi of us can find in those abundant
proofs of love which our Divine Saviour has mani-
fested to us. Do you think that when Magdalene
sat at Ilis feet, and others were busy around her ax
she was listening to His word, that her thoughts were
engaged merely witi commou-place matives of love;
that while they were asking captious questions, and
receiving wise and subline answers to them, she was
following the mere didactic lessans that our Saviour
might be imparting? Noj she heard indeed all that
came from 1is heart of love; but her eyes were
fixed untiringly upon Him, and the thought within her
was, ¢ What a wonderful position for ane like me ta
be in, this day! What would lave become of me
had He not on that happy day crossed my path?
What would have become of me if those seven de-
mons which Ile cast forth had siill remained withiy
me? What would have become of me if I had not
gone tu the Pharisee’s house, and poured out my
ointment and my tears on His blessed feet? And
here I, the sinner, the outcast, am allowed to nestle

at those feet, and privileged to look into His meek

nied by songs of praise, which will break forth from { countenance, and scek consolation and forgiveness
time to time. It will not be with our lips that we | from those tender eyes.

1 am privileged thus to be



