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THE PEARL : DEVOTED TO POLITE LITERATURE, SCIENCE -AND RELIGION.

wealth, possessions, and interests, to the exclusion of his own jm-
mediate relatives, who, by this arrangement, became dependent on
thelr good hehaviour and conduct towards his widow, for any be-
neﬁt they might hercafter hope 1o possess. ‘The power of gold,
]dre the power of destiny, has its secret and irresistible influence ;
it__ wrought a miraculons change in the situntion'of the lady ; her
name,which had been before whispered in the breathings of calam-
‘'ny and disrespect, was now uitered by the loud tongue of praise
and ndulation, DPrinces bowed at her shrine, and the most illus-
trious by birth and courtesy’deigned not 1o pay their meed of com-
) pliment to her virtues and ber wealth. Her gold won its way 1o
the heart of a simple duke, ‘young enough to be her oflspring, and
she rose in due time. to the elevation of the highest rank ia the
pecrage of England,  with.. certain prrvrleges bevond her compeers,
attendant on the heredrtury office of her lord. Gold again, and the
“great influénce it had: worked in certain oblwatrons conferred on
‘needy scions of royalty, sogn paved her way to the palace, and
she thus-by a chum of Fortunous evenls, reached the very climax
‘ OI'prosperlty, beyond whrch the most awmbitious of her sex could
 not hope Lo’ progress, und was pinnacled on a height that her most
3 ﬂnltermv visions had never pictured she could soar to. This lady
L eo fuvou'ed of fortune hns since puid the debt ofnnlure ‘and has
| _-fv]eft belrmd her a property dpproaelunnlbe amount of two millions
_-"'ofmonoy' Lo , R -
| Compare the forerromg instancas with lhe fute of’ the many
numes 'an record, whose talent and intellect have enlwhlcned the
world ‘and opened to the hunian understanding the . sources of
I\nowledge und power, whose lives have been passed in indigence
.and comparative obscurity, and whose prospects have been cloud-
cd by the world’s rngruulude, the same world -that,. to their
solicitations for bread when living, has given them a stone, when
death alone s discovered the just estimate of thelr worth.

-Is it, we repeat, from ordivary causes that such results emanate ?
1s it not rather to the secret and irresistible workings of destiny,
tha inscrutable ordinations of providence, that directs und shapes
:ﬂl lhmns lo ils own omuiscient ends ?

" To those kind stars and hidden powers of fate,
: 'lhnl_ made \'cnlldrus‘rrse and Tul]us,vgreat : .

From ‘chort orPoor an Cnmmlmoners,' Appendlr, Juno 8, 1838,

soua_cEs 0F FEVE‘R

:gonorutcd wlnch, when m o stute of concentmuon, is onp'rble of
o producmg mstantuneous deuth by a smgle inspiration bl the air
. in.which it is diffused. :
' Experlence also shows that this poison, even when it is largely
diluted by admixture with atmospheric air, and when consequent-
Jyy 1is vmable to prove thus suddenly futal, is still the fruitful
source of sickness and mortality, partly in proportion to its inten-
sity, and partly in- proportion to the length of time and the con-
stancy with which the body remains exposed to it. Facts without
number, long observed, such as the great amount of sickness and
mortality in marshy districts, the fevers and dysenteries incident
to armics on their encampment in certain localities, several hun-
drod men being sometinics seized with disease in 4 single night,
-and great numbers dying within twenty- four or thirty hours ; the
‘dreadful “destroction which- occasionally took pluce in ships'
‘crews, m slnps in” which clcnnhness had been neglected, andj}
especmliy in"which the Uilge - \v'uer lmd been ullowcd to collecl
. ‘nnd putrel'j, sulhcrently ntteqted the presonce, in- “gertain situa-
- itions), of a deadly’ pmson But this poison was loo subtle to be
rr'duced to n t'm"rble forrn. ‘Even its existence’ was aqcertamuhle
naly by its mortul influenco on the human bodv ; and ulthou«h the
induclion . oommonl} made as to its origin, n.unel), that it is the
- pibduet of putrel} ing vewelublc and animal matter,” nppe.rrod in-
-vnl.llr]e. snun-r Lhnt lls viralence is. always in prnporlron 1o the
qurntity of verretuble .lnd nulmul mitters present, and to the per-
Tect combination. ol the circhmstances favourable to their decom-
position, still the opmron could only be regarded as an inference.
Dot modern eclence has recently succceded in making A most
nnpomnt step in the. elucidation of this sub_;cct
" It bas now been demonstrated by direet experiment, that in
certain situntions in which the sir is loaded with poisonous ex-
halations, the puisenous matter consists of vegetable and arimal
substance in a high state of putrescency. If a quantity of nir in
which such exhalations are present be collected, the vapour may
be condensed by cold and other agents : a residuum is obtained,
which on examination is found to be composed of vegetable oy
znimal mntier, in n stale of high putrefaction. This matter can-
stitutes a deadly poison. A minute quantity of this poison, ap-
plied to an animal previously in sound health, destroys life, with
the miost intense symptoms of malignant fever. If, for example,
ten or twelve drops of a fluid containing this highly putrid matter
bg injected into the jugular vein of a dog, the animal is seized
with acate fever ; the action of the heart is inordinately excited,
the respiration becomes nccelerated, the heat increased, the pro-
stration of strength extreme, the muscular power so exhausted

{the slightest effort ;.and after a short time it is actually seizéd with
ithe black vomit, identical i in the nature of the matter evacuated
lwith that which is thrown up by a person labouring under yellow
fever. By varying the i intensity and the duse of the poison thus
oblumcd, it 1s possible’ 10 produce fever of ulmost any l)pe, en-
'dowed with almost uny degree of mortal power.

It is proved further, that when this poison is diffused in the
jatmosphere, and is transported to the lungs in the inspired air, it
;cntPrs drrectly mlo the blood, and produces various diseases, the
tnature of which is materrn]ly modified, according as the veégetable
'or the animal matter predominates in the poison. In the exhala-
tions which arrse from murtlres, bogs, and other uncultivated and
undrained pluces, »egetuble matter predominales’; such exhalations
contain a poison wluch produces, principally, rnterrnmeut fever or
ague, and remrtlent fev er. : ‘ ’
The oxhn]'ruons wlnch uccumu!ale in close,’ lll-veulrlated
crowded apnrtments in'the confined situations of densely popu!ated
cities, where ny uttenllon i3 paid to the removal of pulrcfymg and
ercremenullous uubstunces, constst chiefly "of unimal muuer 3
such exhalauone contain a poison which produces continued fever
of'the typhord characler . There are srlu.mons, us hds been stat-
ed, in which the poison genernted is so intense and deadly, that &
smvle msplratron of it is capablo ofproducmw instantaneous death;
there. are -others in, wlnch a few inspirations of it are cupable of de-
etroymfv lifa in ‘from tuo to twelve hours ; “and thore are olhers.
again, 03" “in dlrty and. nerrlected ships, in damp.. crowded, and
filthy gnols, in the crowded wards of ill-ventilated hospitals, - ﬁlled
with persons labourrng under malignant sargical diseases, and
some forms of t";phus‘ fever in the crowded, ﬁlthv,' close, un-
veuu!a'cd dawmp, undrained habunuons of the poor, in which the
poison generated, ullhounh not so immediately’ fatal, is still too
potent to be breathed long, even by the most healthy and robust,
without-producing fever of a highly dangerous and mortal charac-
ter. ' _
But it would be a most inadequate view of the pernicious agency
of this poison, if it were restricted to the diseuses commonly pro-
duced by its direct opemuon. It is a malter of - constant observa-
tion, tlnl even when not preseot in sofficient 1ntensrty lo produ(.e
fever, by drsturhrng the function of somwe organ, or set of- organs,
und thereby \veakr.mng the gener.rl system, ‘this porson acts us
powerful prodrspo:mg cause.of some of, .the most cornmon _ und
fatal mnladles to whrch lhe humuu body is subjact. B L

nnd

lungs, and by consumpuon, for ]

mcrtnhtv I\o one “ho hves lonw m, or
diséase disirict is ‘cvén for a smcr!e hour ﬁee from
of the drgt.stwe organs.. B) the drsordcr of the dnreslne orgnns
the bod) 1s often so. rnuch enfeebled that it is w holly incapable of’
rosisting the frequent and sudden changes of temperature to which
this climate is subject ; the consequence is that ilie person thus,
enfeebled perishes in inflammation set up in some vital organ, and
more especially in the air-passuges and lungs, or by consumption,
the consequence of that inflammation. If then, as is commonly
computed, of ihe total number of deaths that take place annually
over the whole surfuce of the globe nearly one-hall is caused bﬁ
fever in its different furms, 1o this sem must be udded the number,
who perish by the drae.rses caused- ln lhe indirect operation of
this porson

some

SINGULAH PBESEBVATH)N OF A LlFE
The foilowrng anecdote of't life preser\ ed under erlrnordm.rrv cit-
cumalnnceq, s relnted in T’unlla s sttorJ (French) of Chmlca-
IX. ' The mcrdcnt occurrcd at the siege of Rouen in 1562

¢« An '\ccrdent which' happened to. lhe rnost d.mnn und lmrdy -of
the besieged, dEaEH es {0 betold. l‘mncors de’ Crvrlle, a young'
Calvinistic noblcmnn in the newhbourhood of Rouen, had enter-
ed that city before it was besrcged und hud been uppomted by
Montgonumeri, 1o commund a company ol' foot soldiers, with or-
ders to guarda station between the gate of qt Hilaire and les
Fourches. - In this place he was’ shot i in . the rrcrht cheek by a
musket ball. The violence of the ball, which penetrated a Jong
way into his head, threw him (rom the top of the ramparts down
to the ground, where the pioneers were working at an intrench-
ment. These unfeeling men, too much fumiliarised with scenes
of bload to be moved by pity, considered Civille as dead, or at
least they imagined that Lie would very soon be s0 : despoiling
him of his clothes, they paid themselves beforehand for the se-
pulture they were zbont to give him ; and, although he was but
half dead, they cast him into u grave by the side of a soldier whum
they were then interring. He had been buried six hours when
the asssult terminated. 1lis groom, who waswaitiog with his
horse for him, observing that he did not return, and hearing u
confused rumour that ha was dead, went to Montgommeri to .as-
certain the fact, who told him in what manner he believed Civille
had been killed. 'The groom, much grieved, begged that at leas
they would show him the plase where his inaster was buried, in
order that he might ke away his body, and convey it to his re-
Jatives. Jean le Clere, « lientenant in the guards of Montgommeri
oflcred to show bim the place. The night was very dark, and

|

$hst the mimul lies en !he ground wholly unzble to stir, or to make

5(oe-nurl

they durst not take a light with them, as the enemy would have!

ed the grave so exactly, that the groom found the two bodres, :
but the wounds that !hey bad recerved in the face, and the mud
which they were besmeured had so disfigured them, that it’ \vas
not possrble 10 distinguish dete from the other ; thus the grooru
was compelled o replace them in the grave whence he had taken
them. The danger to which he exposed himself ia performing
this melancholy duty, and the distraction of his mind occasioned
by his singular. udvenlure, allowed hin to do it with so httle ex-
actness, that Lie left one of the arms uncavered. He returned
overwhelmed with. grref but as he was about to enter the street
and had loat sight of the spot whr’re he had buried lis master, he
tarned his head to look at it once more.
riging, onubled hlm to perceu' e the arm lym-r out of the. grouud
and the feur lest it mlvht allure the dogs to grub vp the bodies and
devour them, had s0 much rnﬁuence over him as1o, induce him
to go buck for the purpose ofcoverm" the-arm. " In taking hold-
o[‘rt he found a" rmv on one of the ﬁnuers, which, had escaped tho
ubsenatron ofthe proneers, “ho had been m too great haste W
malte 2 pnrtlculur examination.. He recogmsed the dr.unond tbal

and ﬁndmur on taking him’: up, “thiat he was slr!l warrn, p}n' .od
hrm on -his horse, und conveyed hrm 1o themonuatery ofSl Clun'e
—the place destrned for the wounded'., “The surgeons: huvmg ex-
amined lele, deemed it uscless to0 dress’:his-. wounds, ‘and‘re-
stored him to the groom, who, not knowmg whnt 10nds
him to the inn where he abnde. In this plnce he T

and le Gras, two celebrated plr)smruns, ha.vmrv]redrd that he: was
still alive, wentto visit him, more from curroarty ‘tha with | any -
hope of being able to afford him relief. They ‘forced his mouth
open, cleansed his wounds, and discovered, on applymg the first
dressing, that nature had vyet sufficient _strength 10 recover, pro--

{lvided she were seconded by art : and, indeed, he began to recover
When

to the great astonishment of the inhabitants of Rouen.
that city was taken, some Catholic officers vslro had liad a quarrel
with the brother of Civille, ran to.the inn .where he had heard he
resided. The persons who had informed them- were mrstn}ren
for the two brotbers bore the same’ ‘name. . The rntenlrnn of tha

u !
by lhose who 1hrew him through the wmdow, und

than their masters had done, who had gone out. after h'wmg given
their order.
ceiving any nourishment, until bis servant informed his relatives
of what had happened-to him. One of the most charitable of .
them, by means of a'bribe, prevailed on the Catholrc soldrers to -
Eemove liim from that place, and to convey him toa country-honsc
neur "Rouen, where he recovered
'ufterwards. o : ~
Tlns storj' uppeuls 50 stronuly 10 the f'eehnn of wonder, thut lhc
‘mind is almost disabled for formrn«n stendy Judgmem us to its *
perfect naturulnesw. Yet, quite’ ‘patural - it most” of conrse have
been._ “The e\plunatron ts, that- (,rvrlle experrenced mnch ot' whut

[ seems uquully to produce or utlend death; bat yet never recerved

xnct]y tlnt l\rnd or ‘amount o{‘ mjury ‘which is . sufficient’ f'or the
purpose.” -

“The umnformed mind, seeing somé resr:t what' ap-
pears.so ‘much, and others srnks under what appears go little, are
apt to- thmk it is all a matter of futality. If better mformed on the
sub_]ect they would in every case find that the nppnrently small ~
injury was in reality the greatest—the sitting in a dranght, for.
instance, producing a genernl stoppage of ome great function . of
the system, and the cut toe leading to such a derangement of the
nervous apparatus that no other derangement could be equal to it.-
The same explanation serves for another too common wonder---
the deaths of the young and strong, while tha o'd 2nd feeble
linger on to old uge. All depends on the acuteness of the injury.

The feeble body, properly nursed and protected, will long retain
life, if it escape severe attacks; while the healthiest and most
robust frames are unable to stand ngainst fevers, inflammations,
and other short and sudden maladies. e have sometimes flang

an hour after 1o find it not consumed ; whereas, on other occa-
sions,useful papers, flung in by mistake, have perished: instaneous~
ly. Bat, in the first case, the flame was just beginning to burst' .
through the superior cake of black coal, while, ia the second, the:
fire was glowing like u furnace. To. suppose here a fatahty
against useful papers, would be exactly the same absurdity as to

conceive that healthy lives ever give way before injuries less:
lsevors than those which feeble lives are cnabled to-endure. -

fived at them unmedmtely..rl:!owe\'er, the lieutenant had m.rrk~ ‘

"The moon, which was .

Civille had been accustomed 1o we.rr 3 then unburred ‘his. mnsterJ -

daya without tal\ruw any nourrahment, -and on the ﬁfth day,rGrent.e\ .

ofﬁccr:. was to krll therr euemy 5 and therr vexntron when tl)ey'{

were only fixed on.pillaging the room as speedrly as poserble, e
order that they. nu«rht hasten to do the same e)sewhere 1hey put G
themselves to no - more trouhle about what’ \ias become af hnn :

He remained three days on the dunghill without re- '

and- lived a]mont ﬁfty years

‘On the olher hand, death .is often produced from, aps
parenlly trivial causes--—srttmn ina draught, or, rthe cuttmg ofa

an useless piece of paper upon the coals, and been surprised half " -

[
PR

L




