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opinion and ruling in regard to them. Wh ere
the rubrics are clear and explicit the Bishop
takes it for granted that loyal clergy and ppo-
ple need only to have the rule pointed out te
them. Where the mëaning of the rubrices is
obscure; the Bishop is willing to give such in-
formation as ho possesses as to their intent and
if needful authoritative directions. But after
ail thore is considerable liberty allowed by the
Church to her devout children. Rigid uniform-
ity in all the details of worship is neither to be
expected nor desired. On the contrary it would
be well if in little things and, porbaps, in some
large things, a diffrence of practice could exist
without troubling the peace of any good con-
science. About some matters all persons and
parties seem to b agreed. For instance, there
is no rule in the Prayer-book as te what a wor.
shipper shall do when first entering the House
of God. A common instinct of reverence, how.
ever, bonds the knees of ail believers, and bids
adoring hearte ask the blessing and grace of
God. In some churehos the people rise as the
clergyman enters to begin divine service. This
is not intended as a special honor te the man,
but as a recognition of bis character as an am-
bassador of the Most Righ. When the clergy-
man has his private devotions in the vestry
room the rising of the congregation makes the
beginning of the service prompt and orderly.
Another custom, that of kneeling when the
Clergyman kneels at his preparatory devotions,
indicates the spiritual sympathy of the people
with their pastor and is both natural and rev-
erent. Some congregations stand at the pros-
entation of the alma, signifying their participa-
tion in the solemn offering of those to Almi hty
God. Other congregations stand until the almas-
basin is presented to them and thon oach per.
son as he makes his offering, kneels in recogni-
tion of the fact that at besthe is an unprofitable
servant of the Great Master. Considering the
contemptible gifts that are sometimes slipped
into the alms-basin, possibly kneeling is the at-
titude that might frequently be most honestly
assumed. But oither standing or knoeing is to
ý referred te the easy indifferonce that can
ardly be separated from the posture of sitting.

The congregation should certai uly stand duri ng
the administration of Holy Confirmation until
the Lord's Prayer. The practice introduced in
some places of the congregation joining in the
General Thanksgiving, as in the General Con-
fession, is without warrant, as the " Amen "
printed in italices at the end of it shows that it
is a response to be made by the people and not
by the Minister. The custom of be inuing the
sermon by the Invocation of the Holy Trinity
is commendable, taking as it doos the place of
the special prayer stili heard in the Bnglish.
pulpits, and reminding both preacher and peo-
ple that a sermon is not a more literary or in-
tellectual " effort " or "production," but an offi-
eial promulgation of the Gospel, in which the
herald is t be careful to deliver the word of
God and not his own notions. Little peculiar-
ities of persons or parishes ought not to annoy
any one. True reveronce, real faith, deep love,
show themselves in manifold formas, and ordin-
arily are easily interpreted.--The Diocese of
Bon du Lac.

A clergyman in Diocese of Huron writes
(also renewing subscription): "To myself THEc
GUARDI& lS always a welcome visitor. I like
its tone, and the selections are admirable.
Your colunin on Temperance I find useful and
helpfl. When yo agent visite us he shall have
any help I eau give him."

THE CHURCH -GUARDIAN.
THE BISHOP OF LONDONONCHURCH

CHOIRS, AND WORK FOR THÉ
CHURGE.

We commend the following ramarks of Dr.
Temple, taken from his address at the last
annual meeting of the Lay Helpers' Associ-
ation for the Diocese of London, to the thought-
ful and prayerful consideration of ail, whether
Clergy or Laity, who are engaged in the work
of the Church in any of its departments. The
Bishop is reported to have said:

I want rather to say a word or two of a some-
what more serions complexion, which I bave,
no doubt yen have heard before, but whirh I
cannot avoid, as Bishop, perpetually reitorat-
ing in the ears of al those who are engaged in
such work as ours. And, in the first place, I
want you to consider that, whatever work you
may do for the Church, the great work which
a Christian has to do, the primary work which
every laymau and every clergyman bas te do
ln the Chureh, is to-liUe a Christian life.

'I will refer to snob work as is now so ex-
ceedingly valuable, much.more valuable than it
was fifty years ago-the work that is done by
those who sing in the eturch choire. What
admirable service it le irbat a great help to
true devotion i how very much it does for the
services of the Church I how many there are
who find that good music soothes thom and
lifta thom up, and removes out of thoir minds
worldly thoughts, and makes thom enter into
devotion more earnestly I how many profit by
what is done by church choirs in almost every
church in the Diocesel But at the same time,
lot me remind you that a man is generally
closen into te churci choir, not because he ie
a very good man, but bcause ha as a good
voice, and there i very real danger that to
such a inan the possession of a good voice may
seem more than the possesion of a Christian
life. There is very real danger, and the man
himself is not always aware how very much the
service is spoilt if Ais own character in no way cor-
responds to what he is doing.

'I have hoard choirs where the music was
very good-very good in the sense of boing ac-
curate--weet voices, Well in tune, close in
time, but, nevertheoless, somehow or other,
there was the lack of devotional spirit, and I
could not help fooling that the choir, although
they were giving us ail this music, vtere not
themselves serving God at the time; and I am
certain, whenever that is the case, the choir in
the end does more harm than good. I am quite
sure that in such work as that where a man has
to take a real part in the service of the Lord,
unless ha himself is reverent and devout in spirit,
unless he himseolf has some sense of thepresence
of God, he is not fit for the work at alt. How
important it le to be always boaring this in
mind I how important it is to the work which
he is professing te offer te God i I beg of you
to consider such things as these.

'If a man's own life does not correspond
with his teaching, what is ail bis toaching
worth? wbat is that sort of preaching? Who
cau really value it ? Nay, more than that, you
may depend upon it that sort of preaching,
whether by clergy or laity, makes no true im-
pression on the spirits of those who hear him;
and thera wili be many who will gatber around
him, and who will listen to him, and Who will
enjoy listening to him, and will fimd it very in-
teresting; and all the time, if you could iook
into thoir hearta, you would see that they were
exactly realizing what was said by God Him-
self to tiose who came to the prophet .Ezekiel.

They looked upon him as one who had a plesa-
ant voice, and played upon instrumente. Itwas
very pleasant to see this remarkable prophet lu
his wonderful imagery. And they went away,
and very likely they said, " What a wonderful
oropheey was that I Hov ho did give his
whole mind to what ho said I What a wonder-
fui piece of imagery it was-what a description
-wbat a pow e thWas thero ever snc a man
before ?" And thon, 'aller tho excitement of
the day is over, there is no spiritual result
whatever.

'And that is the case if a man, whon he is
preaching, has nothing within him from which
the preaching comes. If the inner life of the
man doos not correspond to the words ho has
nttered, what is the good of it? He fancies
God's people flock to him; lie fancies ho is do-
ing grent service. It is the merest dreamn.
He is no more doing service to thom than if ho
wout te witness a play cf Shakeapearo's; ho is
deing ne more service to tbem than if tliey went
to hear a band play in the Park. It is pleas-
ing te thom to listen. Do they live any bet-
ter lives afterwards in consequence? Are they
drawing nearer to God by it? Are there
many who givo up bad habits in consequence
of wbat ho says? Wo find little evidence from
such preachers and teachers as these that their
work has been really blessed, and the secret is
alwaya the same. If thore be permanent suc-
ceas, it is always due to the fact that thore is a
spiritual life within. If there be no spiritual life
within workers, their success is only for a time,
and it passes away and bolongs only te the pre-
sent world, and has no connection with the
future to which we look.

I wish te lay great stress upon this; it is
always a danger that besets ail thoe who
undertake work ef this soert. They are luch-
ed to judge by the visible results, and are neces-
sarily led to think that success is contained in
popularity. It is the greatest possible snare,
I would far rather be one who could go among
bis neighboure and persuade this man te give
up his drinking habits, and that man who is à
good man, but careless, to go to Holy Com-
munion, and that man te look a little more
carefully after his children, -and the other nan
net to lose bis tem por with his wife, and
suether man te try whIther ho cannot restrain
ais Longue-Par more service is doue by suait
quiet work as this whon it comes from a man
who feels that the Lord has called him-ca!led
him, as it wcre, to be His own. Far more
work is done in that way than by what is
more rosy and more effective in appearance.

S'And yon may be sure that the thing which
is needed to maire the-Lay Helper's Association
a great power in this Diocese ia that it shold
be penotrated through and through with this
spirit, and that ail of us should make it the
first tbing with us, if we are to serve
our brethron if we are to serve the
Church, to begin by looking to our own per-
sonal lives, and by seeing that we are living
close to God. This is the serions aspect of all
our work. This is far more important than
any other advice that can be given. I know
that it is not my own. I know that every one
of you must have thought it over for your-
selves. Now, it is of the most vital importaùce
that we should, on ail occasions when we meet
together, strongthen one another la the cor-
tainty that the spiritual life is the true source
of aIl spiritual power, and that when the Lord
means any man te do work for Hlim, the man
must look to Seo whother the Lord is workihg
in him first; fýr if the Lord is net working lu
him, thon the Lord is not marking him as the
man th :t is to be used lu His service.

Everything we do of ourselves is only the
wood, and the hay, and the stubble, which the
judgment of the Lord shall burn awa with
His fire from heaven, but not the gold, and
the silver, and the preciou atones which the
Lord always deaires to build on the foundatioac
that Ho hath laid,'


