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complexion, I was of. courfe eternally
expofed te ail the taunts of jealoufy, and
the private malice of a refentment, at
which (how little foever my relative feel-
ings might have entitled me to fuch a fen.
timent) my cool refleaions wouli fcarcely
juilify refentment or offence. Thus, with
a hcart alive to ail the facial affeaions of
nature, was I doomed to confume mny C..
bittered days with three unfocial fifters,
who could recurn my fondnefs only with
a fettled malignity, that lurked in the
fecret receffes of the averted heart, or
with the taunts of indignant reproach,
which female petulance would not always
permit them ta conceal.

I had juit hegun ta acquire philofophy
fufficient te confole myfelf under this af-
fliaion, with the confcioufnefs of my fu.
perior charms, and the profpeas of thofe
pleafures which the Co.ciety and the ad.
miration of theother tex, I thouglt, could
not fail te afford, when I found a ill
greater fource of unhappinefs opened
through that channel, from which I had
formed fuci fanguine expe&ations. My
parents having taken care ta difplay me it
proper times and intervals, at the various
places .of public amufement, my tea-table
became prefently thronged with fops of
ail defcriptions ; wits, whofe exated ta-
lents enabled them ta be the punfiers of a
fafhionable circle ; titled poets, who could
pen tender couplets on the choice of a rib-.
band'; and baronets who were indebted
ta their taylors for the w.hole gentility pf
their appearance.

At firft, it is truc, the buzzi.ng cf there
fluttering in.feds pleafed my car ; but

.when, in fev.eral of them, whom i could
only think of as idle p.lay things, I 'et
vith prefuning lovers, I cogld .not but
look with difdain on the idea of forming
any ferious engagement with beings, who,
having no purfuit but pleafure, had fought
it in the pa.ths of folly, indolence, .and
diflipation ; and I began recretly to repine
st the ambitiou.s viewsof rmy parents, and
the futile education that had renderecd .me
unfit.to be the partnér of a refpeaable
.traeer, and to attain thofe folid enjoy.
Ments of domeftic life, from which the'
(rivolous children of fa'hion are for ever
earanged.

'Why,' would I figh to.myfelf, fhould
I be fçcluded frorn a %i.e blending the
different advantages of induftry, and libe.
rali.y in virtuous compaa ; by which my
younger brothers are rifing ta opulence
and efieem,.snd to which my fiflers may
.alfo hope to be affociated ?

There fontiments, I know, will appear
ta many finguJar and eccentrie. I wi.1h,
hoeverthey were more common among

al Coerçion.
our tex, and more attended ta by parentsýi
tley would (ave many an unhappy female
from the crvel riecellity of bartering her
unwilling charms for the fake of an efla..
blifhment, and exchanging happinefs for
the idle appendages of luxury and fhow 1
and I am thoroughly convinced, 'that tli
happieft date of life is that, in which thofe
innocent enjpyments of life may bc at-
tained by frugal induftry, which are nei-
ther in the conteiplation nor the reacli
of heediefs indolence.

Unhappiiy, however, My father did not
enter into my ideas ; and the indiferimi-
nrte difmiffion of my lovers, produtced a
remonarance from hliim, in fuch terms as
convinced me, that whatever might be
the confequence to my happinefs, he con..
fidered rpy beauty to be an article ie had
a right to difpofe of, ta whatever bidder
thotuld offer the largea encreafe of opu..
lence aa)d family importance.

This remonftrance produced a condua
on my part, for which, I own, I have but
too much reafon for feif reproach. Anxi-
ous, if poffible, ta gratify the vifhcs of
my parents, 1 heedlefdly fported with the
happinefs of my fucceeding lovers, in
hopes of fubduing my difguff at their ad.
dreffes ; and in two or three cafes, I have
even proceeded fo far as to encourage their
hopes, with a determined purpofe of fa.
crificing my future happinef tô filial du->
ty. But, alas 1 -when things have pro-
ce,esled ta extremities, my hèart has con.
fiantly failed me, and unegual ta the lie.
roifm of fuch a refolution, I had, been ta.
citly betrayed. -

This candua, as you may naturally
fuppofe, brought upon me the" fevere dift
pleafure of my p.ar.ents, and a young gen.
tieman of rank and fortune, tthe -.onoura.
ble Mr. W.-T--, having lately made
very liberal offers, my father determined
ta bring matters ta an iffue at once, by
informing me .that I muft either refoive to
accept the overture, or for the future con-
fider him as exonerated fron all care of
my maintenance; that he had hitherto
put up with one excufe or another, -and
given me the opportunity of ele&ion, from
a number of lovers fufficient to.gratify the
moft inordinate vanity ; but that, as my
education had been peculiarly expenfive,
he had donc for me ail I had any right. to
expe& ; and, having fo-large a family, lie
thought it not juni ta injure ,my Cihers -for
the purpofe of indulging .my capricicious
humours; that I muft refoIve theyefore
immediatelyto marry thelionourable Mr.
T- , or ferioufly turn my thoughts to
fome fpecies of indùtlry, by which .1 might
hencelorth provide for myown fubfiftence.

Thus, fité, by,the vanity anti ambition
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