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MY HAT

A YANKEE TALE.

( Continzied from the Jast- numiber

. You- will. please—and: as; if undesignedly—rub your forehead with the
litde finger ‘of your left hand : “if the individual is the right person, he will
"do-the “sam¢ with-the small finger- of . the right hand. * As afurther pre-
scaution, afterwards. repeat ‘a numeral—any one—three times; 2s:5,.5,75:
I the individual, man or woman, (csponds by.doubling the.number you
.employed, as_ 10, 10, 10, you.may consider you:-are. in safe_company.
“One more direction and 1shall wish you Sor vayage, for the train is about
“to-start, - 1f any one==I'miean, of course; of .those who have beéen tested
and “found ‘genuine—should ‘express  himself: thus, or in any! similar
manner,— Would you like to, take a trip.-'to ‘Jamaica, to' Gaudaloupe, to
Bermuda, or any othier place ? consider that the necessities of our business
.reéquire your presence at the place indicated. - That:isall T have to say.
Good-bye," said he, extending his hand. LT R
At this moment his eye rested on my hat, and-he burst’ otit laughing!
1 1'see,” said the baronet, ** you wear your favorite hat. .You have'quite
‘an affection for that article.’” My, experience reaches e that we'are maost
‘likely to: lose the things we most prize, and Il wager you a. hundred
dollars you don’t' bring that hat back with you.”™. - - R
“Done,” said I, * and T-hope the head’ will' comie:in it.” | Bt of th
latter 1. must confess, and no wonder, that I had some doubt.” " .
The train was moving, and in a moment I was off—on as 'pretty a’'game
of blind-man’s:buff as ever was played in doors or out. I must not forgel
_to’ mention that thé baronet had remembered thac 1 must eat. drink'and
“behoused ‘on my peregrinations, and had provided accordingly most
liberally. ST R s LAl IR PERI
Of. m}" meditations - on ‘the rail; T can only say that: they were about:as
“wild -and/obscure as my errand ; and: z4gz, as well as 1 could - judge,
.was to a wilderness without so much. as a deer track 10 guide me, I
“arrived in, New York' in due’course, and was soen in the presence of the
gentleman to whom /1. wis “dirccted, “in® the 'same " manner “that: any
- package -of goods might have been.: As.I.am wrting this-solely for
.my:own amusement, I shall not attempt a-description ot this gentleman,
.(call him, for' the present, Mr.-Dubeledge) nor of - the palace in'which he
~resided; nor . of the wondrous splendour that surrounded him.:-I-shall
“not »waste 'a. word -about * his. wife’s:: diamonds, nor. his. daughter’s

‘attenion.: ; On-my meeting with’ Mr.-Dubeledge, I had'gone through' my
pantomime as directed; and then, gravely represented - my numeral. - Mr.
‘D.: duly responded, and we.'understood each’ other—that is, if* it-can be
called “understanding, . when' one:-party “knows’ ‘all’ and* the = diher
nothing. * e it T T e
" This” over, ' Mr. ‘Duabelédge’ commenced a’ general conversation- by
“the'pleasure:of introducing i you ito. the.most_distinguished - ofticer of -our
- glorious naval service, wha:dines with us to-day.

Up stairs' we “went, and “when I' came ‘down-again, ‘the. company had

_and a gentlenian, in-a ‘naval uniform, who had just arrived as I entered,
“and was .. speaking  to . Mrs. i Dubeledge. * .. I heard’ “him ; say,
% Permit me most cordially to thank you, for procuring me the command
which 1 so much desired. . On:the West India'station, I'hope to be able
to do' our glorious republi¢c good service, and to repay the Britishers'the

“little debr I owe them for the. Trent business.™
... My host lookéd: a little: glum,'and stopped
“me, with all’ ceremony;—nanie, country, allegiance,'&c¢., &c..~—to, as he
phrased it, * The' most ‘illustrious naval hero ‘of modern’ times, whose
‘name is a terror to the enemies of our great; free, and happy republic; in
-a word, to Commodore \VW—kes,” " " e e T
7 Awed,.as I'was, by the distinguished presence ix which I'stood,. 1
“managed, in some way or.other, to ‘acknowledge the honour conferred -on
“me=-but.I'must confess, as. I listened to my host’s glowing culogium,
‘that reminiscences of Nelson, Collingwood, Napier, and ahundred others,

They were dissipated by the dinner, to ‘which we at once sat down. - And
it certainly was 'a noble dinner, 'scasoned, ‘pethaps; a little -with the
ostentation, which was’' not.very. unnatural “at the . table® of "a: great
merchant and contractor, - into:whose coffers, gold was flowing'in’a
‘wide and.continuous stream. . i LT L T R et

‘“'.h;'ch",l“I‘,'rc'slime,(;\picius‘ would have sal"&bntcntcd ;3 and, as'the parties

pourtray them,. I may, however, just mention, that the Commodare was
middle-nged, and gentiemanly’in “his'manners. - My host 'was'in the same
“period: of life; frank; frée’ and:hospitable,. toan -extréme; -but a’ closer
“:survey indicated‘that-he possessed.in no ordinary degree, what:is.known
“in all the markcts‘of.z}‘:_c.nyjq"rld, as;Yankee :shrewdness...' Of.the ladies, I
can’ only say “that:Mrs.'D

fit ' mate’ for 2’ golden spouse.:” Miss . 'was

‘charms;” but: keep a striét’ eye ‘on business, and ler nothing divert my

“remarking, - You'have arrived at'a very opportune time, for I shall ‘have:

‘ | Service nes with us to- By thebye, ourdinner:
~hour is close at hand.’ \We'll step up'stairs fora niinute and trim oursclves.”,
“that F 'we''sailed’ “under*sealed “orders.

‘ass led in the dining room. It comprised my host's wife and datghter, e . ; e N 5. S|
assembled -8 { . P SUS d daughter, :the ship admitted, the Comniodore joined 'meé'in my walk-on the quarter-

:chanced to be: mentioned, ‘and, as she’ was quite able'to take care

the officer. by introducing.

" arose vividly béforeme,-and I could not avoid: comparing: their exploits |-

_with the’ brilliant stoppage: of:'an _unarmed-vessel. on.the high. seas.{ e dashed over their silvery depths

L have; neither time, inclination, nor ability, to describe a feast, ‘at!icxcessively: polite:. There was feasting without
-at table; had, in 50 faras Iwas aware; only a very slight:connection with’

' ; ; it hy . © A .was in any one of Pope’s vi ies.
"the purpose of my. errand; it is hardly worth:while to Stay my narrative to [ A moni Pope’s victories

pretty; crammed full '6f accomplishments, . and: ‘most. -delightfully :
patronizing to the obscure and unknown stranger ;and both were as fine
as silk and satin, Iaces and embroidery, gold and jewels, could make them,”
The conversation, as. may be anticipated, was mainly onthe war, and on |
matters thereunto ‘pertaining. . An occasional sutburst ‘of anti-English
bile was-checked, as 1 plainly perceived, in deference ‘to me. . The only
conversation during’ dinner, of which 1 took: particular notice, was com--
menced by the’ Commodore; and was - as follows :—‘T'hose guns that
were last distributed to the fleet” are viYlainous,—they dre actunllfv more .
dangerous to ourselves;than to our enemies,—most of them burst the first .
time they are fired, 7 And as to thé clothing, itis such atrocious shoddy,
thiat a moderate. breeze blows it clean-ofl a-man's back” and - leaves him -
naked $. T T e T i
'Mri Dubelédge, slightly embarrassed, replied, i No doubt, Commodore,
you ‘are” quite’. correct, . Unfortupately, such‘arc.our necessities, that-we
are compelled to trust for: these things to those raseally Bri-—— LEuropean
manufacturers. - But our time will come. - Strane things happen now-a-
days,- Commodore : it is just: possible these: particular articles “were
shipped for the Confederates.”: o B P R R

' \Vhit.! what 1" exclaimed the Commodore. i
% Yes: I T believe ' there are cases where blockade-runners, finding it:
to get into a’ Southern: port, have run:for New' York, and

impossible to g
landed their cargoes there.” IR : S
“The devil 1" said the Commodore; “** That must be seen to.”? .
People do not sit long at dinnerin New York ; they are too? busy, and
the Commodore had “half. a dozen engagements during the cvening, | He -
had to be'present at-a public meeting . ; to receivé an ovation at'a theatre ;
yster sup‘)cr ; 10 bow to a torch-light processionto”

toattend 2 monster o
write’a ‘patriotic addr and to ‘keep awake to bé serenaded. " This'is

be short, but, while it lasts, it is very sharp, 2 00 S

We. rose from.table. The Commodore bade the ladies farewell, -Mr.
Dubeledge and myself accompanied him to the hall. o .

- By the bye,"said our host, as he" shook . hands with the officer, .
*.when do you sail, Commodore 2.0 o Lt R
S TOMMIOTTOW.! i e e e
My friend here, {meaning myself), who hasa little spare time on his
hands, is desirousof a cruise among . the West India Islands. . Wil you
give 'him'a passage? . I believe it is a matter of inditference to him where -
hie is Janded.” B L S L S B
“The Commodore very willingly and very cheerfilly+expressed - his
readiness to serve Mr. Dubeledge or myself in any:. way in’ his power.: - -
.; {The next' morning Mr.: Dubeledge handed me’ sevéral letters 'of intro-
duction tofgentiemen in the “Islands, 'and recommended me: to lose no
time-in . getting on-board, ad-the Commodore would sail immediately on
the receipt: of - despatches from: Washington.” . Ladepted his advice, and |
was soon on“the deck'of the N————, a’ spleadid steam. corveite of 16;
guns. The Commodore was’ not“on ‘board when'T arrived, but [ was’

- . - . - - . - . -
| mothing vncommon in the carcer of an’ American idol : the worship may

-expected, and the officer in charge pélitely directed me to a cabin, replete

with every comfort dand convenience:
noon :-the: “ship - had.  been
soon. undér weigh  and

The Commodore came. off-about”
[\(W(:- . short, Jand swe ' were very
steering  for sea, . It, .was . understood:
So’ soon as | the duty. of;

deck. ", Our conversation was of a gencral ‘character 5 a great deal about

.Canada, a little about the "war, very little about ‘myself,” and nothing ‘at

all.about the object of my trip."T observed the bristles rising as England
‘ f 3 3 t of her-
self, I'let her alone thereaiter. - Early-in our conversation I had tried my-
talismanic pantomime. ;- No result,”; Evidently the Commodore was not

‘among . the initiatéd... \We were not long keptin doubt as to- our destina-

tion.- The"land run"down, we'were to look at'our orders.  This soon
occurred, ‘and we found that we ‘were to make the best of our way for:

Cuba.  Qur:commander. was. directed 0. pick up all.the ships he feli*in’
with, look inat the T avannah, and have'a few words:vith the Dons,~~who,

;it.appeared, had been rather too polite to the Confederates, and economic!

in thcfr' attentions to the Federals~\Ve soon ‘réached our destination.’
A cruise over: these summer seas'is delicious’ when the stormy winds do
(not) blow... But they are like many quict, easytempered ‘people : rouse.
them and ;they arc terrible ! Fortunately for us, . théy were all smiles as:.
cdd thei 5. .:On our. arrival in port, as the Com::
meodore did not invite me to conduct his negotiations, T bade himself and
his - officers,—from whom “I'had received the greatest kindness and atten:
tion during our voyage, farewell,-—and went.ashore. " Of the result of -his

-friendly call, accompanied; by ten ships.and 200 guns,:Lsay nothing, for 1

know nothing:; but presume it was satisfactory, for . the Grandees were
2 limit, drinking swithout
stint, speech-making’ without'end, and as. much powder \“151'(:(’1:'. thcre

R fl}rpong ;\.h;1 D;_x})cl'cdgc s letters there was one addressed to. Don' Pedro
Ribeira, of the Havannah. 1 soon . found my way to this! gentleman’s

‘residence,: and, once more, was mast courtedusly received by:a merchant

prince. * The record of my adventures in Cuba can’be. embraced in' a°
couple of sentences. ', ... o e el D Ll )
i . (70 be continued.)

t was atfull-blown : rose, ‘haughtily amiable, and
condescendingly dignified; .
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