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sitnation, so far as he is conceried,
the administratiou of which he is
a member will not hesitate to rec-
tify mistakes. He severely de-
wounced the *strike” of the post-
oflice employees, hut was prepared
to admit that they, although ill-
advized, had a good show of rea-
con for their demands and so far
as they were found to be consist-
ent with right and justice would
he fully satisfied. At present
Posloflice Inspector Sweetnam is
here obtaining information on the
eutire subjeet, and when the lets
are udl before the administration
immediate action will be takeu.
1, as reported, there is reason to
believe that matters were precipi-
tated by the interference ot a well
known demagogue, who has upon
more than one oceasion sought
public advancement and who ap-
pears never to be happy save
when he is stirring up  political
strife, it s much to be regretted
that the partiesconcerned allowed
an irresponsible individoul the op-
portunity of aggravating trouble
which was already bad enough
without beitig  turned into so
ealled “polities.”

LEDITORIAL COMMENT.

Tur Ontario potato crop is re-
ported to have been lighter than
usazl, but rot is almost totally ah.
sent. ‘This, it is antiapated, will
fully mauke up for the I.tlhu-r oft
i the yield.

Tug steamer Arawa, which
‘bl the place of the Miowera,
aller the latter’s wmishap at the
wirnnee o Ionolaln, has been
cartered to run on the Uceanic
‘ne to San Francisco in connee-
Lou with the Monowai and  Mari-
pos:,

Tue convention between the
T'nited States and China prohibit-
wr the immigration of Chinese la-
horers  aud «r(.nemllv regulating
the conditions of the citizens of
the one country residing within
the jurisdiction of the other has
heen duly proclaimed and has
gone into cftect.

In regurd to the Nakusp and
Sloean ]».ul\\'.n, which was made
the subject ol so much controversy
at and prior to the clections, Gov-
crnment Engineer Mohun in his
annaal report states that thongh
much of the work had heen very
heavy hie regards it as one of the
cheapest roads ever built on the
coast though it had cost more
than had been anticipated.

Prrsipext CLEvELAND has once
more met the Congress of the
United States and bis annual mes-

sage has Dbeen luid before the
members.  Its most important

anvouncements are in connection
with the financaial sitnation which
it is proposed to improve by a
divorcement of' the Government
from the business ¢f banking. The
banks are to be empowered to
issue  notes, within, of course,
safe limitations, and these notes
are to be secured by a fund which
they will be required to place in
the hunds of the Govermuent,

As was only to have been ex-
pected, the ‘Tacoma  Nutional
Bank, which closed its door dur-
ing the panic of July, 1893; but
recopencd them in the succeeding
December, has again suspended.
Its Habilities are but small, and
it is said will be fully covered by
the ussets, Dbetween $200,000
and $300,000, and will not, itis
believed, exceed $300,000. This
Bank appears te have been one
of the many lame ducks, the
prospeets of  whose restoration
were very remote.  We shall not
besurprised to see a namber of
them go under before business
resumes its normal conditions,

.
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ALtnoten veports from Wash-
ington have been veceived an-
uouncing that there would be cou-
siderable trouble in Congress over
the DPresident’s recommend tion
to pay to the DBritish Columbia
sealers $425,000 in satisfaction of
all claiims for svizures in 1880,
1887 and 1359, those who are in-
terested do not anticipate -that

there will be any repudiation of

this legitimate claim upon whose
settlement the adjustiment of seal-
ing matters by the Paris arbitra-
tion depended. It is further un-
derstood that Greatl Britain will
grant an additional $100,000 as
compensation to the sealers for the
different extensions of the modus
vivendi.

Tug fact that through lack of
information at the Department
of Marine and Tisheries and the
wilful pernicketedness of Mr.
Samuel Wilmaot, it has been made
unlawful to take salmon in British

Columbia  waters, has  been
brought to the attention of Sir

C. IL. Tupper, and there is reason
to hape that the resnlt will be
the removal of the embargo, rend-
ering itpossible to take our own
fish, which areas good in quality
as they ever are, without. the con-
sumer being forced to purchase
the U. 8. Puget Sound product at
a high figure, besides paying a
customs duty upon it. It is need-
less to say that Government action
in the direction mentioned will
be onc means of removing the
existing dissatistaction.

At the last meeting of the coun-
c¢il of the B. C. Board of Trade, a
communication was received irom
Chief Deasy of the Fire Brigade
pointing out the requirements of
the force in order to enable it to
prevent the occurrence of such
disasters as had been expericuced
in Seattle, Vancouver, Spokane

and Winnipeg. These were: 1,
an improved water supply; 2,a

full paid force; 3, more cngines;
{, protection for Victorin West
and the castern section ; 5, in-
spection of electric wires, and 6, an
iuterest on the part of the property
owners in the safety of their lives
and helongings. A resolution was
adopted  urging upon the Domin-
1on Government the great neces-
sity of an extension to this Pro-
vince of the aid granted in the
other provinees, in the establish-
ment of the co-operative dairy sys-
tem.



