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‘That many of the original essays read by the young Lindles
would be croditable to mature and cuitivated intellect.

That our thanks bo given to the Principal and Preceptress,
tho Revd. Mr,and Mes, VaoNorman, and the Teachers asso.
cioted with them, for the faithful and abie discharge of their
arduous and important dutics to their pupils,

And that to thase of the youag ladies who, having completed
their ncademic course, or fe- any other cause, are about to leave
the Institution, we tender an aflectionate farewell and our best
wishes for their happiness through life.

GEO. S. TIFFANY,
_ ALEX'R MACKID,
ALFRED BOOKER,
JOHN DOUSE,
P, THORNTON,
JOIN N. HUNTER,
PETER CARROLL,,
THOS. RATTRAY,
S. B. FREEMAN.

Hamilton, 21st April, 1848.
-
Addross 1o tho Calbopean Lfbrary Association.

Tas Rev, Thomas Ratiray, havisg kindly yiclded to the solicitation of the
Calliopsan Library Adsociation, to dc]‘ivor its Annual Address, pursuant
to u provision of its Conéxi(ution-—nn% now, having consented, by request

. of the Socisty, to ifs publication, we Icel g'r'gqt pleasure in laying it bofore

i out renders.—Ep. '

‘ Laptss,—If it be a difficult, yet is it a pleasing and honorable

i task to address you on this occasion, and to encourage you in

i

!

your endeavors afler the attainment of & sound education, which
ough to be the pursuit of every intelligent being.
It is onc of the many sigas of the times, which indicates the
dawning, of the cloudless day of knowledge and holiness, that fe.
{ «males are now, recejvjug an education, in many respects equal to
t  that posscssed by the.other sex. ~ A little time since it was not
t  so; the means of meutal culture wore altogether engrossed by
the sons of the family, while the daughters had little clse allotted
to them than the clements of a common cducation.  ‘This is now
being scen to be an crror.  Man’s companion and equal, woman
{ is; and her claim to be made, by the possession of o finished
education, in fact, what she has been only in name, is now more
generally acknowledged; and let us hope, that, as the darkness
is fust passing away which has coshiouded the rightful claims of
your sex, it will be speedily dissipated, and that under the au.
spices of a brightor dispensation, woman will rise to that mental
clevation for which nature has fitted her.

Let us ever remember, that when God created man, it is said,
| “so God created man in his own image; in the image of Gud
{ created he him; male and female created he them,”—here the
dignity of human gature is indicated, and the claims of your ex
as part of the genus man idcontrovertibly established.

There is a difference in the mind of the man and the woman ;
that of the former is of a heavier callibre than that of the other ;
but what the latter is deficient in strength, is made up in its
finer texture,

We do not expect to sce the ladies the most eminent in.the ab-
struse sciences, but they will far excel.the other sex in their
knowledge ,and appreciation of the beautiful and useful; and
while the man will distinguish bimself in meatal exercises, anal.
ogous to the peculiar quality of his mind—~—the woman will like-
wise make good her_ claim to the same privilege, and will, in
fulfilling her work, exhibit the pecubar traits of her mental con-
stitution.

Weo make these preliminary remarks, as confirmatury of the
justice and propriety of the claims of your sex to pursuz and en-
joy that which is necded cqually by all the race of man, in order
to their clevation from the degradation of ignorance and misery
in which they are found to the heights of that moral and intel-
lectual condition to which they are called.

. Solowmon has said, “ that the soul be without koowledge it is
not good.” 'The mind Is fitted and prepared for the acquis®ion
-of knowledge. In this respect, man is distinguished from tho

brutes that porish—his superior nature is indicated by ‘that cra-
ving in his soul for the possossion of kuowledge, which is @ sign
of the divinity within ; a proof of the existence and facultics of
that immaterial, immortal, and insatiable principle, which w}ll
ever be, even in eternity, omploying its powers in extending its
vescarches and investigations over the wide range of the illimi.
table universo of God.

And it is manifestly our duty to cherish and encovrage this
prompting of our nature, and to dircct the faculties of our minds
to the perception and contemplation of those things which arc
good nud desirable ; for if tho mind takes a wrong direction, its
powers may be devoted with as much vigor and energy in o
wrong, as in a right dircctlon—yen, with morg; for alas! we
bear 2hout with us the marks of the fail—we have lost much of
our pristine glory.

The mind is an activo principle; it is so irrespective of its
connection with God, wo must not thercfore suppose that this
peculiar trait, however it may be manifested, is to be consider.
cd as always good and excellent, Iow many instances of pros-
tituted gonius are set befoce us in the page of history?  What
vigor and capacity of soul have beco exhibited by men who have
not tived for the glory of God, but for the enjoynient of the baso
passions of their fullen ndture. Jt is not, therefore, sufficiont to
call into lively exercise the powdrs of the mind, but the grand
und important thing is, to give them a right direction.

These two things should be borne in mitid; viz—that the mind
be dirccted to right and proger subjects ; and that, in the prose-
cution of them, an encrgy and liveliness be manifested, corres.
ponding to the value and importance of the objects themseives.

We have already referred to the direction to which the soul
should tend, viz—to God. ‘This is alike indicated by the pecu.
liar power and facuitizs of the mind, their operation and mani.
festation ; and by the sure and unerring word of inspiration.

In regard to the first, we neud only refer to the unearthly na.
turc of man's mental powers.  Every thing in this world is ma.
terial, limited, and mortal. None of thesc altributes pertain to
the soul of man—its nature is immatcrial—it Is o pure spirit.
‘I'his is proved by the fact, that there aro ro limits to its concep.
tions and investigations—it is not bounded by time or space, but
overleaps both, and soars on the wings of contemplation through
the boundless region of cternity. It communes with God—it
lives in heaven—it wonders through the infinite regicns of space.
If it can at all be said to be limited, it is so by its conuection
with its material associate, the body; which impedes its efforts,
and cndeavors to chain it to this carth.  And in regard to the
second, we are told that God created man in his own image—
“that there is a spirit in man, dnd that the inspiration of the
Almighty hath given him understandieg,”—plainly giving us to
know, that the soul is of the very nature of God. And when we
refer to another text of God's word, where Paul says *“and have
put on the new-man, which is renewed in knowledge, after the
image of him that creatéd him 3" you will sce that falicn and de-
based as the soul is now found to be, yet, that it is the will and
purpose of God to restore it to its original state of knowledge
and holiness ; in other words, to make it again like Himself.

If we are thus informed, both by the constitution of our vature
and the word of truth, that we partake of the nature of God,
to whom should we go butto Him! What knowledge so desi-
rable and suitable as the knowledge of God ! “This is life eter.
nal. to know Thec the oaly true God and Jesus Christ, whom
Thou hast sent,” And unless we do violence to our nature, it
will aspire after God. What is the desire after happiness so
umversally felt, but the rising of the soui 1o God?  True, man |
may nact uaderstend this, and e may seek to geatify it i forbid. ||
den things ; but these are found to be unsatisfying, and aftor all
lus efforts for the autaiament of happiness, he is compelicd to
own, that “all is vanity and véxation of spirit.” What does this
prove, other than the misdirection of the desires of the soul,
and the insufficicncy of anything earthly to satisfy its longings 1
Well doces the poct thus desctibe this tendency of the soul of man: [

Rite my soul and stretch thy wings,
Thy beuer portion trace—

Rise from transitory things
‘T'o heaven, thy native place.
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