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life remains. Of course the disease was seen in
this- instance in its initiatory stages, and active
treatment was at once entcred upon, including the
steam inhalations, but the disease progressed un-
checked, the thick sloughy-appearing membrane
finally covering the whole surface of the upper air
pussages, while the enormous swelling of the cervi-
cal glands gave the case an unpromising appear-
ance., A still more threatening symptom arose in
the form of profuse blceding of the nose, caused,
no doubt, by the separation of membrane in the
nasal passages. Temporizing remedies were at
first tried, but it was soon found that the flow of
blood could be staunched only by plugging the
nostrils,. The ioss of blood left the little patient
with the-pallor of death upon her countenance at
every accession of hemorrhage. On one occasion,
while T was present, she was observed in a convul-
sive struggle, and the little sufferer appeared to be
in the last gasp, but the paroxysm ended in her
coughing up a portion of thick tough membrane
resembling an oyster. By the use of restoratives
she:soon rallied, and this event proved to be the
turning point towards final recovery.

Still another case may be referred to, less fortun-
ate in its result, but equally instructive. Later on
in the epidemic a female pupil, aged 22 years, be-
came the subject of diphtheria, and was placed
under the same treatment as the others. There
was nothing unusual in the early history of her ill-
ness, except that some laryngeal symptoms were
developed, which gave us considerable anxiety.
These, however, soon: passed away, but in the pro-
gress of her illness an unlooked for complication
occurred in the form cof nausca and vomiting,
necessitating the discontinuance of all active treat-
ment and reducing the quantity of nourishment to
the very minimum compatible with existence. As
a natural result. of this complication the heart’s
action became very feeble, threatening complete
failure. Under these circumstances all our efforts
were directed to sustaining the enfeebled heart,
while for days the patient was not allowed to raise
her head or-make any bodily effort, but unfortun-
ately all our efforts were in vain, for one morning a
sudden-change was noticed in her appearance, and
before medical aid’ could be summoned she had
passed.away,death doubtless resulting from paralysis
of the heart. In connection with this case it should
be mentioned that Dr. Philip.attended the patient,
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with nfe; throughout her illness, and also. that her
parents, having been apprised of the serious nature
of her sickness, were present some days before her
demise. I mightadd that Dr. Philip expresscd not
only a hearty approval of the plan of treatment
adopted, but also gave his cordial co-operation in
all the means employed to combat the.epidemic.
As an example of the erratic nature of diphtheria
the case of Jdane Moffat may be mentioned, who
had come very kindly to fill a vacancy in the laun-
dry. She was taken down with the disease two
weeks from the time of entering the Institution.
Diphtheria is « discase supposed to belong almost
exclusively to childhocd and youth; here, however,
was a woman 62 years old, whose age might seem
proof against the possibility of contagion, but who
takes the malady in severe form, the whole pharynx,
roof of the mouth, and nares Leing covered by
membrane, which, with the cervical swelling and
engorgement, caused great difficuity in breathing
and swallowing.  After nights and days of anxious
watching, in which the chances seem evenly
balanced between life and death, a change for the
better became finally apparent. After all trace of
membrane had disappeared, and the patient had
gained sufficient strength to sit up, it was thought
prudent to have her removed to the J. H. Stratford
Hospital during her slow convalescence, but I re-
gret to say that after a stay in the hospital of several
weeks she died rather suddenly, as T am informed,
from probably one of the scquelae of diphtheria,

Report of the Deaf and Dumb Institution, Belleville.

R. Matheson, Esq., Superintendent of the Insti~
stitution, writes :—“ A thoughtful writer, who has
studied the subject of the education of the deaf
thoroughly, both theoretically and practically, says :
‘It-is not very long since this class was considered
incdpable of moral or iutellectual improvement, and
consigned to a.degree of existence little above the
brute creation. The crude efforts made to improve
their condition proved so entirely abortive of benefi-
cialresultsthatthewisest and mostcharitable instruc-
tors acquiesced in the unfavourable verdict. By
degrees a system -of instruction has been devised,
whereby the ‘meaning and use of words.are made
comprehensible to those who never heard the sound,
of the human voice nor never articulated an ordin-
ary syllable. The process by which so great &

vantage ground was reached was hecessarily slow
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