
THE CANADA MEDICAL RECORD. 109

expressionS of opinion with respect to these
cases were too opimisti, especially so m re-
gard to typhoid ulcers. His experience was
limited to five cases. In three of these·he
operated ; in the fourth he regretted that he
had not operated, and in the fifh the patient
vomited pus and passed a large-quantity of pus
per anum, but after a perilous time ulinately
recovered. In one of the cases upon which
he had operated, recovery followed. le agreed
that the less done in perforating typhoid ulcers
the better.--Lancet, August 4, 1894.

ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN PHYSI-
CIANS.

TREATMENT OF CERTAIN SYMPTOMS OF
CROUPOUS PNEUMONIA, PARTICUL'RLY IN
ADULTs.-Dr. BEvERLEY ROBINSON, of New
York, laid special stress upon the management
of two symptoms "of the first stage of the dis-
ease, n amely, pyrexia and pulmonary conges-
tion. He does not use the modern antipyretics,
except in special cases. Phenacetin he regards
as the best of these, for the reason that in addi-
tion to its antipyretic action it also induces
sleep. The spirit of rindererus, potassium
citrate, and magnesiur sulphate he uses largely.
Quinine, in doses of 2 10 4 grains (o.13 to 0.26

gramne) every three hours, is antipyretic.
Cold sponging and cool baths are not especially
efficacious ; if the temperature of the patient
is over 104° F. (4oOC.), and the pulse is rapid
and delirium is present, a tub-bath ray be ad-
vantageously employed. He has seen bad
results, hoivever, following immersion il a tub-
bath ; sponging, with friction, is preferable.
The advantage of the bed-bath is the avoidance
of shock and exposure, and the ease with which
it can be given. The bath should last fi oi
f1ften to thirty minutes, and is to be repeated
whenever the temperature is over 1030 F.
(39-50 Ci.); prompt relief follows, the temper-
ature falling to roo" F. (37-80 C.).

Aconite and aconitine act by diminishing he
heart's action through its motor ganglia.' The
heart is slowed in a very alarming manner, and
may be arrested in diastole; 1-i5oth grain
(o.oo43 gramme) of aconitine muay produce
seious results; hence he does not believe in
its uses. The administration of small and re-
peated doses of antimîony oxysulphuret, 1-32n i
grain (0.002 gramme), every hour or two hours,
is mnuch superior to the use of aconite. It ren-
ders the sputum more fluid, and therefore easier
of expectoration, and in this way dimrinishes
the dyspnoea. It is also well borne by the
aged and by children. It may be used in both
the first and second stages of the disease,
Nitroglycerin, by the mouth, or, better, hypo-
dermatically, in doses of t-5oth or 1-25th grain
(0.013 or 0,0026 gramme), is an excettent-
remedy in this disease. It strengthens the
weak pulse, removes Jthe cyanosis and relieves

the dyspnœa. Ihalations of oxygen in pneu-
monia usually give relief, but in some instances
the dyspnœa is increased by its use. Especi-
ally .lu cases of general oedema have unfavor-
able results been' noted. In favor of the right
heart inhalations are, according to soine au-
thorities, of marked service, though the subject
is still open for discussion. The abundant
use of cold spring-vater, Apollinaris, and other
table waters is of service in promoting diuresis
and diaphoresis, and in this way reducing the
abnormal temperature of the body. Alcohol
is beneficial in many cases, not only on ac-
couut of its nutritive value, but also because it
aids the respiratory function. It also gives
nerve-force, controllmg the adynamia and ner-
vousness. There are only two contra-indications
to its employment, namely, when the patient is
plethoric and when there is hepatic engorge-
ment and gastric catarrh; In these cases,
small and repeated doses of calomel will act
in the most beneficial manner. Digitalis or
digitalin in small doses may be given to con-
trol an irregular heart ; otherwise either is not
to be used, on account of inducing vascular
contraction. Strychine by the mouth or hypo-
dernatically, from r- 3oth to 1-16th grain (0.002
to o.oo4gramne),is a very useful drug; at times,
however, it may .produce nervous irritability.
Nitroglycerin acts by bleeding from the veins
into the arteries, in this way taking the place
of the old method of bleeding, which was ôften
followed by excellent temporary results. In
cases of threatened heart-clot, venesection, fol-
lowed by injections of sait-solution, may yield
excellent results. Black coffee is of service
when other remedies cannot be borne by the
stomach, and may tide the patient over. Caf-
feine does not replace the use of coffee, for the
reason that it is merely an alkaloid, and does
not possess the nutritive value of the coffee.

Dr. Peabody, of New York, remarked that
-pain, with insomnia and cough, is an urgent
symptom of croupous pneurnonia, that couid
be controlled by the use of small doses of mor-
phine hypodermatically, as grain 1-6th (o.or
gramme) repeated once or twice during the
night. Fe objects to the too frequent use of
water in reducing the temperature. Fe bas
very rarely found heart-clot as a pathological
feature in this disease, and believes that many
of the so-called cases of ante-mortem clot are
in fact but post-morten clots.

Dr. J. C. Wilson, of Philadelphia, b lieved
that, owig to the varied clinical manifestations
of pneumonia, the treatment muit be largely
expectant and symptomatic. Cold baths have
not been satisfactory in his hands. Local ap-
plications of cold to the cl est have been advan-
tageous in nany cises. int sthenic cases, vith
delirium and otlher nervous manifestations,
affusions of fron one-half to one gallon of cold
water, poured over the head and shoulders,


