
PRIMROSE-CHRONIC AND ACUTE NEPHRITIS.

in a physician's family for three months previous to admission to the
hospital, and vas kept on milk diet whi-lst suitable therapeutie measures
were adopted for his relief. The urine contained a large amount of
albumin and casts, and his condition did not improve. Oi adnission
to the -hospital he had general anasarca, the teiperature was normal,
bis pulse was 80 per minute with high arterial tension, the heart vas
normal save an accentuated second sound. The urine contained 8 per
cent. of àibumin and there were numerous epithelial, hyaline, granuir
and blood oasts; he -pasmsed 43 ounces of urine the firsL 24 hours in aIiu
hospital. Five days afiter admission, on December 16th, 1903, opera-
tion was undertaken; deea.psurlation of the two kidneys was performed
at one sitting. The kicncys were markedly enlarged, each of them
being nearly half as large again as the normal size. There did not
appear to be any undue tension within the capsule; the surface was
niottled and congested, and bled freely when the capsule, whieh strippcd
-readily, was removed. The patient made a good recovery from the
imnediate effect of the operation.

After operabion the coedema promptly disappeared. The immediate
effect on the kidney funetion is indicated, if we compare the analysis
of the urine two days previous to operation wibh that recorded three
days subsequenily. We fnd that the amount of urine voided wa
doubled, the specific gravity remainiing unclanged. The poreentage
amount of albumin was reduced from .84 to .28 per cent., whilst the
total amount of albumin passed in 24 hours was reduced from 8.568
grammes to 5.686 granunes. The percentage amount of urcea was
unaltered, but the total amount in 24 hours was increased from 17.85
grammes before operation to 36.354 grammes at the period indicated
after operatin. There was remarkably little variation in the speciie
gravity of- the urine. The chilorides, as calculp ted *rom the tolai
chlorine, were not markedly aff..cted as 'ar :as 01- tetal quaintity cx-
creted was concerned, thus 3.53 grammes of chlorine before operation
and·3.06 after. The percentage quantity, however, fell from .34 before
te .15 after operation. A much more remarkable result was observed
in connection with the phozphates as measured by the amount of phos-
phoric ac-id. Thus, whilst the day before operation the amount of
phospliori-e neíd was 2.736 grniries, thc amrunt hIZopp,.i suddenIly to
.965 gramunes the day aftér operation, and then rapidly rose to 3.538
granenes on the second day, and -5.86 grammes on the third day aftAr
o'peration. This effect iwas a very evanesrent one, as within a week
the phosphates hac returned to the amount exereted prior to operation.

"The significance of this remarkable drop aind sub>;eqenit increase in
the phosphates is not very apparent, but it is certain'ly worth recording.
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