PRIMROSE—CHRONIC AND ACUTE NEPHRITIS. T 823

in a physician’s family for three months previous to admission to the
hospital, and was kept on milk diet whilst suitable therapeutic measures
were adopted for his relief. The urine contained a large amount of
albumin and casts, and his condition did not improve. On admission
to the hospital he had general anasarca, the temperature was normal,
his pulse was 80 per minute with high arterial tension, the heart was
normal save an accentuated sccond sound, The urine contained 8 per
cent. of albumm, and there were numerous epithelial, hyaline, granular
and blood wasts; he passed 43 ounces of urine the first 24 houws in e
hospital. Five days after admission, on December 1Gth, 1903, opera-
tion was undertaken; decapsulation oi the two kidneys was performed
at one sitting. The kidneys were markedly enlarged, ecach of them
being nearly half as large again as the normal size. There did not
appear o be any undue tension within the capsule; the surface was
mottled and congested, and bled freely when the eapsule, which stripped’
-readily, was removed. The paticnt made a good recovery from the
immediate effect of the operation.

After operation the cedema promptly disappeared. The immediate
effect on the kidney funetion is indicated, if we compare the analysis
of the urine two days previous to operation wibh that recorded three
days subsequenily. We find that the amount of urine voided was
doubled, the specific gravity remaining unchanged. The percentage
amount of albumin was reduced from .84 to .28 per cent., whilst the
total amount of albumin passed in 24 hours was reduced from 8.563
grammes to 5.686 grammes. The percentage amount of urea was
unaltered, but the total amount in 24 hours was increased {rom 17.85
grammes before operation to 36.354 grammes at the period indicated
afler operalion. There was remarkably little varialion in the specifie
gravity of the urine. The chlorides, as caleulated from the tolul
chlorine, were not markedly afficled as “ar as Lth- teial quantity ox-
creted was concerned, thus 3.53 grammes of chlorine before operation
and 3.06 after. The percentage quantity, however, fell from .34 before
te .15 after operation. A much more remarkable result was observea
in connection with the phosphates as measured by the amount of phog-
phoric acid. Thus, whilst the day before operation the amount of
phosphorie acid was 2.736 grommes, the amrunt dropps? suddenly lo
.965 grammes the day after operation, and then rapidly rose to 3.538
grammes on the second day, and 5.86 grammes on the {hird day after
~peration. This effect was a very evanescent one, as within a week
the phosphates had returned to the amount excreted prior to operation.
. The significance of this remarkable drop and subsequent increase in

+the phosphates is not very apparent, but it is eertainly worth recording.



