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THE LOVE OF PRAISE.

rl\HOSE who cfmdcmn the love of praise and Jament the fear

of shame migconceive the true nature of these sentiments,
and judge of them ih their degenerate state. The love of praise
in its reasonable, healthy action is not & craving for flattery.
Howerer eagerly an honorable love of praise may grasp its
meed, it rejects whatever isnot honestly itsdue, But it is ouly
in its healthy action that this-sentimentis pr ductive of good,
and therefore it is of greatest importanco that its healthy action
should bo preserved ; and this 18 not to be secured by neglect
any more than by excessive laudation. The love of praise un-
doubbet?ly lies at the root of all well-doing, and prompts, av
least orignally, the love of duty. By judicionsly fostering this
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fliction of which jsa pain ta the sensitive, may be escaped. Yet
as the love of praise is peculiarly liable to degenerate into a

craving for flattery that quickly becomes ingatiable, it i3 of the
utmost importance to keep that’ great principlo in view, that

% praise is worth nothing if it be not founded on truth.” The
fear of shame, in its very nature, is adapted to be a restraint
upon the inordinate desire for approbation, just as the love of
praise is intended to counternct the cxcessive and depressing
dread of censure. ‘The temperaments most susceptible to praise
are invariably most keenly alivo to blame, and it is the faultof
parcnts and teachers if that susceptibility hardens into indiffer-
ence, or degenerntes into an unworthy appetite for adulation
independant_of,_ desert. The child that does not care for
praise is always-most difficult to control, for.the sense of

attribute of generous minds the necessity for punishment, the in-

shame is dull where desire for approval does nob exist; and



