And they deseended and didd voam
‘Through levelled distancee set round
By gloom. They saw the silences
Move by and beckon ; saw their forins,
‘Their very heards, oft time in storms,
And heard them talk like silont seas,
Un unnamed heights black-blown and brown
Aud torn like battloments of Mars,
They saw the darknesses come down.
Like curtains loosened from the domee
O God's cathedral, huilt of stars,

They saw the snowy mounlains volled,
And heaved along the nameless lamis
Like mighty billows, saw the gold
OF awful sunsets, saw the biush
Of sudden dawn, and felt the hush
Or Heavens when the day sat down,

And hid his face in dusky hands ;
‘Then pitched their tents, where river< 1un
As if to drown the fallen sun,

_The long and loncsome nights: the tent
‘That nestled solt in sweet of grass ,

The hills against the (iymament
Where scarce the moving moon could s~
The cautious camp, the smothered light,
‘The silent sentinel al night !

The wild Leasts howling frowm e Lill ;
The troubled cattie bellowing ;
‘The savages prowling by the spring,
Then sudden passiag swift and stitl,
Aund bended as a bow is hent,
The arrow sent ; the arrow spent
And buried in its hloody place,
‘The dead man lving on his fuee!

The clonds of dust, their clond by day,
‘Their pillar of uniailing tive,
‘The far North Star.  And high, and higler—
They climbed so high it secmed efisoon
That they must face the falling moon,
‘That like some flame-lit ruin Jay
‘Thrown down hefore their weary way.

‘They learned to read the sign of storms,
The moon’s wide circles, sunset hars,
And storm-provoking blood and Hame ;
And Jike the Chaldean sheplierds came
At night to name the moving stars ;

And in the heavens pictured forms
OF heasts and fishes of the sca;

Aud marked the great bear wearily
Rise up and drag his clinking chain
Of stars around the starey main,
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Ministry of Public Instruction.
APPOINTMENTS.

The Lientenant-Gorernor has been plyased, by onder in conncil,
dated the 20 day of” Mareh, 1876, to aghke the following appeint-
ments o :
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SCHOOT, COMMISSIONERS.

County of Bagol, Saint Ephrem—JXnded Belleval, junior. vice
Pierre Savoice.

County of Bonaventire, Saint Charles de Caplan—Muossrs, Roch
Navier Bigaouette and Sifroi Lepage, rice Messrs, Frvderic Frelatte
amd Salomon Babin,

County of Gaspet, Cap aux Os—Moessrs, 3. B, Oneliet, Thomas
Smith, Jolm Robert and Louis Lemicux.

County of Kamouraska, Polinézamoock, Saint Eleutlyine—Revd,
Edonard Roy and Francois Monin, Euchariste Uuuchard, Eusdbe
Sivois and Joseph Lebel.

Connty of Ottawa, Hall—The Leverend Father Delisle Relonl,
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Moise Daigneau. Joseph (). Lakwritre, Hereule Pinard and Emery
Derin.

County of Quebiee, Cap Rouge-=Michel HWamel, junior, vice Jeag,
Moisaun.

PRUSTEES.
County of Gasger, Yorh--Messes James Fitzpatiek, Chales Lehone
thitlier and Martin Power,
Connty of Gaspé, Gaspt Sauth—The Heverends Majorugua Baldue,
AMesandee Geltis and Miehael Dowling.
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MISCELLANY

How shall we Spell 2—How our English worda shall be spelt
13 o matter concerning which the great mass of those to whom
the language is native appear to have pretty fully made up
their minds, They intend {0 tolerate no change in the present
orthography. Those who put forth proposals for its alteration,
whether in certain words and classes of words only, orupona
wider scale, are set down and laughed at without mercy. No
one, we presume, will be found to question thatone very
important reason why we cleave {o our present modes of spel.
ling is the simple fagt that they are ours., We have learned
them by dint of diligent study, if not of painful effort ; we are
used to them; our spoken words in any other garb would look -
to us strange and quaint, or even ridiculous. To give them up
would imply a revolution—such an overthrow of a grand inst:.
tution, firmly rooted in the usages and predilections of a wide
communify, as no race or generation has ever yet been willing
to permit, save under the pressure of some greatand profoundly-
felt necessity. And we acknowledge 1no such necessity ; far
from this, we think we see a variety of reasons why our favou.
rite institution is preferable to any that could be put in jts
place. Precisely hiere, however, we ought to feel mostdistrust.
ful of the ftound we stand upon Itis easy to overvalue, or
even wholly to misinterpret, reasons apparently favouring
conclusions whicliwe sre already determined 1o reach ! Let us,
then, enter into a summary examination of the alleged advan.
tages of our li)?sent English orthography, for the purpose of
determining both what 1S their actual worth and how far we
rely upon them in ouv defence of the institution. Alleged
Advantages of the Present Spelling.—First to b& moticed amony
the advantages referred to is the convenient discrimination to
the eye of honomyms, or words which are proncunced alike
but hiave o different origin and meaning. A familiar example is
afforded us in the written distinction of meet, meat, and wele,
and another that of o, {00, and tico. Such triplets, as every one
knows, are not very rare in our language, and couplets of the
same sort are o be counted by scores. Now, we have to observe

that any credit which is given to our written language in this
particular must be taken away from our spoken language, We
gain nothing by writing the uttered syllables and oo ina

variety of ways, unless, when uttered, they aré of ambiguous
meaning. If our minds are for even the briefest moment
puzxded by such expressions as “he goes {o Boston,” ¢ he goes
tico miles,” #lie goes foo far,” not knowing which /00 is meant
in either case, then it is worth while to avoid a like difficnlty
in our reading by spelling the word differently. But who
will consent to make so ing an admission ? There isa
language in the world (the Chinese) where the words are so
few, and their meanings 50 many, that orthographicdifferonces
are brougat in as an important aid to eomtirehemion, and the
writing follows, upon a grand scale, not the utterance alone
but the signification also. Thus there are more than eleven
hundred ways of writing the word ¢ e,’ and other words
count their representatives by hund by scores, or by tens.
A host of devices have to be resorted to there in spoken h
to get rid of ambiguities which are wholly avoided in written.
Qur English, however, is not afflicted with such poverty of
expression as to be brought to this strait. We have also three
different # founds’’—found,™ from “find ; ’ ** found,” meaning
‘establish;'’and « found,"” meaning ‘‘ cast,” “mould,’” between

which,we venture to .;f nosoul ever thought of makingaconfa-
sion, though theyare { spelt with the ssme letters, Is ereany
one who cannot tell, by the ear or by the eye, when  cleave "

asunder 2

means ¢ stick to;etf:er '* and when it means #
T, ¢ earty,

Who ever find any more difficulty in separating



