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û1ildren. of the stock nf Abrahnrn and whotioever atvxýong you tectath Uod.
te you is the word of this sulvation sent."' (ellh 13: 26.) This tlkae-, ap,
peul 19 satisfactory proof, that 'vhile Pauil exorted himself te cerviceis
audience that Jesus Ivas the Christ lie kept steadily in. vie% ' 1e, grgr;d
sira of the Gospel wiich 15 te iiiduce mati te corne te Christ that tboy
may be saved.
.3. Paul nowt uteets en obýjection wvhich his hearers might niake figainst

bis doctrine. He does not, indeed, forrnally state the objectioi, .but bc
gives the answer teoit. 'Vrhis is very common in the ivritir.ga of Pieuh
The objection is, IIow ean the Messiahship of Jesus of Nazareth -berelcon-
tiled wvith the fact. that the Jewish rulerw, the highest authority ira the
country, rejected him and put him. te death ? The answer te thitiW isa
follows: "IlThey that dwell at Jerusaleru and theit rulerit...new hlmi
nlot nor yet- the voices of the prophiets whlch are rend every >Sabbath. dàyè"
(27.) This mtiy seem, a strange assertion, and yet it 19 true -,the Jewish
rulers did not understaud the character of the Messiah as dravvn by the
propliets. and'consequently could not sea in hiifl the character of the Mes-
siali whon hie came into the world. Their mirads were biinded by the.hopa
cf a temporal Deliverer, and flot finding in the prophet cf Gale lita
qual ities of a warrior nud a conqueror they would net involve thefttselýves
in a quarrel with the Roman governmeuit for the sake.of one-whe eemed
unfit tu entancipate thera. They therefors rejected hlm. The factstatedi
by Paul that the rulers did net understand the seripturesW~hich weradaily
rend te them need surptise ne one. 2. At the very time.the Jewýislt
rulers were rejecting Jesus, and putting hin, te death they wure fnconis
cicusly folflling the prediotioris cf the propheta, -% They fuifihled thera- in.
condemning hira." (27). The whole structure cf the emblematic.dispenàt
sation"ef Moses, and the predictions cf the prophets go te show "ht the
-"Messiah should ha eut off " that hie should be "lwouaded fer the transgr.ssr.
siens of men,-" bruised for, their iniquities,"1 and thathle shou]d "ladie for,
their sins." The opposition of the rulers was therefore, a paît or the
evidence of the Messiahship cf Jesus. 3. As the death cf Christ -wM
thon, ne proof cainst his Mlessiahship, se it was ne proof against. tbetx.,
cellence of his character. -'They found ne *cause of death in-.bim,.
There vvas .indeed an effort made te criminate hlm, but it brokA d9Qwn
through disagreement in tha testimony of the iborned witanee.
Moreove?. Pilate, heathen though lie vins. declared t îat lie found. ne failt
ln hlm - and wvhor prevailed upon by the importunty of the Je.%ys be
consented that it sbould bo even as thoy desired, h3, washedhis hatç1.
befèrethe multitude, sayirîg, 1 arn ianocent of the b!,.,ýd cf this just par-i
son."1 Mlat. -2.7: 24. 4. To complote the proof of bis Messiaship,, pu
far as they could, "sthey tcok hirm down frora the trea and laid blm inz >
sepuichre;"* (29) thereby fulftlling a piain.predicti:)n cf one-qftheir z»os£
eminent prophets I "Ho made hi? grave with the ricli la his dieatlj.» le.
033i 10. Iflad the Jewieh rulers net dona all thisi it wouldhàvo beeri


