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and that looking upon sinners us outlaws,
its cry is forture, lorture? What has
heen said of hell,—of its undying woes ?
Wa could have no worse concoption than
that usually given, if wo wére told that at
death the soul is given over into the charge
of ten thousand. fiends ! When we shud-
der ot such horrid repsesentations, and
shako our heads in doubt asto tho pro-
priety nf such a toriure, we are told that
this is justice, and that those who suffer
thus are sinners, and that nothing is bad
enongh forthem! Justice ! Nothing bad
enough! Then God is precisely such a
beingas those who cry hatred, wrath, de.
struction, anything to him who has be-
come an oullaw ! In contrast with this
worse than fhlse. view of justice, let me
sive that presented in the Bible. David
says, Justice and judgment are the habita-
tions of his throne ; righteousness and
truth go before his face. He also says,
Unto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy ; for
thou renderest to every man aceording to
his works.

‘Thus justice isnot an attribute whose
only officeis to torture, and which disre-
gards the rights of its subjects ; mercyand
truth attend the great Judge as well as
justiceand judgment. Justice has an eye
to the good of the offender ; cvery blow it
strikes isfor good, and the punishment ie
weasured in proportion to guilt,—in other
words, to what the benefit of the offender
requires. Punishments are administered
asmedicines ; and the most wicked require
the most punishment. Justice, therefore,
may be defined to be that attribute which
leads God to seek the reformation of man
by the agency of puniskment, If justice
looks at ali to the past, it is that it may
kenow how to graduate its inflictiors so as
to secure the greatest good of the sinner.
[t is sometimes said of parents that they
are too just. But none are ever too just—
They may be too cruel! cruelty wasa
eominon failing among parentsin former
times. There weie many like the father,
who cruelly beat his son till his heart be-
came well nigh as hard as the anvil upon
which his father hammered kLis iron. Find-
ing himself on one occasion unable to hard-
en an instrument he was making, the son
<aid, “Whip it father ; if that wont harden
it I know not what will.' This justice is
not cruelty,—not revenge,—not anything
which seeks the sinner’s injury ; itis as
much his friend as mercy itself.

3:, Fobject to theidea that justice and
mercy conflict with each other, because it
gives a false idea of mercy. Itconverts
mercy into weakness, and makes itblind to
the crimes of the guilty. We often hear
it said thatparents are too merciful. Those
who speak thus fancy that it is mercy
which leads parents to indulge their child-
renunduly ; to give them litle presents
in order to prevent their crying, andto
hire them to be obedient; but that is not
mercy ; itis weakness,—a weakness that
has provedthe ruin of many children 1—
Truemercyis that dispolllion which excites
ws fo pity those in distress 3 and though it
will not lift a hand to avert a single blow
of yustice, il will exert all its powers tore-
claim the sinful and render them Aappy.—
God will have nercy on all men, thatis,
e will provide means for their salvation ;
fie will confer upon them favors never
aeserved ; be will do forthem what justce
does not require. [lero is the difference
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between justice and merey. Though fike
mercy, justico has always an eye to ibe
good of man, what it does has relation to
deserts, while what mercy does has relation
to wants, Mercy considers our necessi-
ties, ~it asks not what has man merited,
but what does he need * The benefits,
therefore, which mercy will confer, will be
according to its own character, and not
according to our character.

What, then, may we not expect: from
mercy? It is impartial, and will not
bestow infinite blessings upon all. How
sweet the thought of mercy to the poor
crushed sinner, as he lies bleeding under
the inflictions of justice ! ‘Think of it—
The great «3od of heaven isrich 10 mercy,
~he delights in mercy,—lis mercy is
everlasting ! Sae him bending, from his
radiant throne, reachking down his gentle
hand, and lifting from their horrible state
those who had ruined. themselves by sin {
There is not one ever lifted from his deep
degradation, but what was lifted up by
mercy! How many there are who were
once vile and wretched, thit are now
honored and useful{ It was morcy that
redeemed them !  According to his mercy
God saved them ! Every saint in heaven,
chanting the praise of the Eternal, owes
all his bliss to mercy ! It is mercy that
takes the culprit, and makes him clean and
happy ! And when tha last wandere} re.
turns and entdrs the gates of g]ory: and
there goes up from sll souls one united
song of thanksgiving, it will be aZsobg in
praise of mercy ! ’ t

Such is the- nature of justice, and such
the-nature of mercy. According to these
views, no man will bs doomed to endless
pain, for such a doom would be subversive
of both justice and mercy. Hence when
the text says, Some shall have judgment
without mercy, and that merey rejoiceth
against judgment; it caunot mean that soime
shall be sentenced to infinite pain, that
they shall have full justice done them, but
never share the mercy of God. Neither
can it mean that any shall have  punish-
ment which mercy would oppose, for just-
iceand mercy agree. And you will ob.
serve thal the textdoes not say, the judg-
ment without mercy begins at death, or is
inflicted after death. It does not speak of
death or eternity as the place of adjudica-
tion ; and, therefore, it gives no support to
the idea, that in eternity some will endless-
‘ly wail under the inflictions ot justice,
while only a few wiil rejoice-in the favors.
of mercy. Hence itis all assumption to
say, the judgment without mercyis after
death, or that it is endless pain.

What, then, does the text mean 7 Judg-
ment without mercy, and mercy agaiust
Judgment? The word judgment is no
doubt synonymous with punishment.—
Punishment without mercy !  What is the
idea here conveyed! May it not be
simply this? The 6ins of sume men are
so great, that, in the endurance of their
punishment, they seem, for the time, to be
cut off from all blessihgs, The work-of
judgmenton such is feacful! Kook at the
man who. has rendered himsell’ poor, and
diseased; and wretchad, hy his abandoned
life. He is torjured by a sense of his,
groat guilt, and though lonthsome with dis-
ease, he pines in want, having none of the
comforts which are so requisite to the sick!
Ab, it is not enough to endure liis poverty

and disease, witholis the terrible reflection
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that he is tha authior of hic awn miseries,
the guilty executioner of himself? He
hasno enjoyments,—no favors,—no com.
forts.  Ho is without, in all these particu.
lars, anything that can be called & mercy !

"The condition of every abandoned men
islamentable beyond expressiom Look
at thedark intriguer, who hus sought his
living by deception and fraud. The curse
of God is upon him, andtho day will come
whenhis bed of down shall be filled with
thorns ; whon he shall have nightly visions
of those he has reduced to beggary ; when
the moans of" those whom he has made
wretched shall ring perpetually in his
weary ears!  Yes: God is just, and he-will
smite him, and make him groan in the
bitterness of his soul, andthen shall he feel
that there is no mercy in his cup,

Look also at him who hath stained his
hands in human blood, for this is one cluss
of ainners to whom tha author of'the text
refers. The murderer ! what a load does
heever carry upon his heart ! The victim
of his merciless cruelty is ever with him,
all gory and haggard as when it fell lifoless
before him. He follows him into the busy
crowd'; he pursues him in his lonely
travels by night ; he standsover his bed as
he seeks in vain for repose.  Other stains
may be washed from his hands, but not the
stain of Blood ; other crimes my be for the
moment forgotten, but not the crime of
murder! Hero is judgment withouym'er-
cy !—a judgment which makes theeye
wild,—the visage haggard,—the heartsick,
—a judgment which veils the heavens, and
covers the earth with blackness, as though
the whole world were dressed in mourning
for the one he has smitten !

Let us pause here. Let usask ifwe
have not in such cases the key by which

there not some men whose conditions is so
wretched, t.at there no allevating circum-
stancee in their lot,—no glorious sunshine
through the clouds in weieh they are en-
veloped? Ido not mean, Are there not
some towards whom God has ceased to be
merciful, for weknow that he is always
merciful, and always merciful to all men ¢
But I mean, Are there not some whose
spirts are utterly crushed by the weight of
their crimes, who feel as though every star
of hope was quenched, and every source
of enjoyment driedup ¥ Why, take the
murderer who has 'moved in good society
—who has been regardsd as an honorable
man, —~whose associates have been among
the most reputable,—whose wife and child-
7en have looked to lim with confidence
and pride,~let the crime which ina mo-
ment of passion or from love of gain
he committed, L exposed and fastened
upon him, and & 1 mnderbolt from heaven
could not more unstring his nevers, or
death render him more pale ! Ages of
torture are experienced in an hour; he
soe¢ everything in an instant sweep away,
and ha feels all the wreichedness of utter
despair! O heavens ! what a judgment
is bere! Ruined hopes' ruined honor!
ruined wife and children? ruined peace !
are all arrayed befors hine. There is
nothing to mitigate his woes or sweeten his
cup! He has nothing Jeft o which to
stahd ! nothing to. which he can cling and
keep himself from sinking, )

It is not 80 with all who are visited with
judgment. There are degrees in criwe,

and degrees in judgment.. Al are not
*

to unlock the meaning ofthetext ¥ Are{
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equally guilty, ang alt re not equally cuns.
edof God, Soms who seo one source o
happiness forever dried up, are comforted
by the thought that others remaln open.~
Some who have disgraced themselves by
one act, have relief in the refloction th
they are not wholly ruined. They or
comforted by the reflection that they havy
blessings still left ; that groand still re
mains on which to stand ; the beams o
hope are still shiningupon their pathway]

‘Thus there is a wide difforence betwee
thoss on whom judgment falls. Thos
who icholly disregard the divine law ha
judgment without mercy, for they show
mercy ; judgment sweeps all away. O
others judgment is less destitictive ; it doe
not annihilate all that renders lifo dear
though guilly, they have notbeen deaf
every claim of the law,

That I am right, is cortain from the
character of the man who has the judgme:
without mercy. Ho is one whose hea
had been hard ae adamant; who had ac
knowledged the claims of humanity ; the
obligations of lequity ; who wholly dis
garded the royal law ; who had stolen and
oppressed, and defrauded, and murdered
Such is the one who is to drink the ey
that has no mixture of sweetness,—whow
portion shalt be evil, and evilonly, Th
world presents many such miserable mes
You will find them in dens of infamy ; i
hovels of poverty ; in the dark retreatsc
crime, and the dungeons of our prisons !
Tt was not one leap that brought them 14
that awful swte ; they went gradualt
down from the high eminences which the;
once occupied ; it took a long time
throw off"the restraintsofearly education}
and to become so hardeped that the voics
of conscience ceased 1o startle them,

Tt is important, then, to guard again
the beginnings of ovil, for one vice lead
to another; and he that yields to sligh
temptations has commenced a career whic
mav render him one ofthe vilest sinner
and cause him to be acathed by the fierces
lightning of heaven !

That the judgment without mercy i
that utter ryin to which sin reduces t
abandoned, is evident from, the last ¢
of the text,—ZAnd mercy rejoceth againd
Jjudgement, The apostle here puts the
abatract forthe concrete ; he puts merc
in the placo of the merciful man ; h
meaning.is, not that divine mercy rescue
some from judgments they have deserved
but that the merciful man exuits over judg
ment; lte has no fear ofit ; for he h
obeyed the Jaw ; he has loved his neigh
bor 3 he hasdonesashe would be done by,
he has acted from. true principles. 14
knows, therefore, that he is safe. God"
heaviest thundesbolts may smite dow
those around him 3 curse upon curse ma
come in quick succession, and all the e}
ments of destruction may be a;med with
special power, and the wailings of the ruin
ed'may be heard from a thousand he
yot as hp is conscious that God is just, ha
knows that hestands upon a rock ovet
which the surges. of desolation can nev
sweep. The witked may fall about him
like soldibre: of a. conquered army ;- they
may besmitten in thejr palaces ot splendo!
hurled from theik high and hopored statior
and dragged forth from,their secret place
to be slain ; still he is unmaved, for be
kept the Jaw; and he rejoices agains

judgment,for the sword of divine vengeana



