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Tfli place of the snakoe dance is a simill openi court ffacing castwa.rde
opening on the dliff, 'whec arc several sacrcd rooms cut in te rugck.
reched by lil ladders. At the south enîd of this court is the «I daree.

rok"a natural pillar about fourteon fe.et Itigl. id.ybetwconi this
and the nortiî extrcrnitv of the court is the sacrod keé-zi, or booth uf
cottonwood baranches, witi a curtain bc.fore the opening ; and iii fronjt a
slhallow cavity, ove*r wvhich is au old plank witlî a hll iii one side -,liis
cavity, S1ti-Ipa-pû. the Blaek Lake of Toarrs, is lied by Indians of tlA,.
Suuthwest tu be the original source of thse lînnian race, and oven the . îasah
is not to be spokexi alsaud!1

The timo for te dance is just beforo stindown, and, for Itours la-o)re,
the approacios to the court arc thirongcd. A seore of mn of the Atate-
lopo Ordor mardli iii singie file titrire around the court, gcaîng t1jr.)u,,]
religions rites before the booth, their raptain sprinkling them witli sacred
lluid from an engle fea-ithor, iwhil* they shako tioir weorordrtl.

Thon thev take thocir stand bv tuie booth, thoeir backs to the vall o, il-
court, and the seventeen prièsts of the Snake Order file by, makinc the
c.ircuit of the court four timos, stamping wit1î the igtfoot on flic saCrcd
1,lank as thov pass, to lot Uie caclizas, or spirits, kiow that tlîoy are D.aW
offc'ing prayor. Tfli captaizi of the order reoes lthe bootiî and the pro.
cession hiaits. Rie ku-iceis liefore te bcothi and draws out of the 1-i'uckskin
Lac a big suako, whicd hoe lioids --vitli lus teotb, quf i nie lack uf

its ]sead, and rises to lus foot. Thse captain of tiso Antelope ILOrder now
pats bis ]oft an» aroundl tue utlîcr's mîock, and ý%vith bhis sniak--hil,
CCsaootUîs" the angry rattler ; and tise twvo captains start forwvard in
thoir dlance. The iicxt snake pricst draws forth another snake, and an-
otiier antelopie îaartner joins Iinii, and su- oit mîntil1 cadli t.f tse seventeen
snakze priosts lias a suakze bctwconei bis tcth and au autel pe partner- ikùii
t.Iîo hop. Thoise couples thus <lance Loward the rock, thonce to flic nerf>,
and so circlo 1-ack to the 441th. On rcaclinpin t a. tu h:d<uic
rircle, ech sulake inaii 1-y a swift miotion of bis licnd ta the hoft flincps U%
suke to the rG.ck flotr insido thc ring, and <lances Laackc ta tie boüti fetr
anotier rattier sud aintior round. The perfoiriuer> arc paintedl Ilhack, down
to tue nouti, thon wite tw te neck, thon dark r*d Lu trwaist, vitlî dane.
iiig -kirts to flice c and ratties on te legsq. Tfli tlsree ate&lope meîn, in
ecLcas of Uic snake pretgatlier i? fLite stial-es and put flicn back bn
tise 1-ontli, and ofteîi have fit-e or six smakzes iii haud at once. If tLe
rattier.s shlow fighît, Uîcy ticokle theni wvitli the sîe-lpsuntil Usey un.
coiu and start to mun, -trion they seize thoîtu as liefore- I luone <lance si
many a-, a isundred snakes arc soinetiies used, andi tlîrco fifîlis f tisez.
rattlosuakrs xvith fangs uncxtracted ! Mr. Lumnîiinis saw a suake <lancei
111q1111 and onte performer 'was bitten in Ïic riglit clicekz. Blis coinpmnka&
coolly uidzooked tise reptile and tlsrcxv it on tihe gousdfi a

'trent on lieedk'ss-- of te trivial incident Thei bites scein to ho powe&ss
tu iiarin tlese prquarcid perfornmors.


