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GOD’S SEASON—MAN’S OPPORTUNE HOUR.*
BY THE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF.

Three watchwords in the thirteenth chapter mark the progress of the
thought. The first is obedience-~*“ Let every soul be subject unto the
higher authority,’” and above all unto God.  The sccond is obligation—
¢ Render, thercfore, to all their dues.””  Aad the thicd ic opportunity—
“ Knowing the scason, that now it is the hour to awake out of sleep.”
Obedience to authority, obligation to humanity, opportunity for fidelity,
these are the connected thoughts that constitute the logical chain of Paul’s

gument. There are also three words in the text which are of vast im-
portance, and they are all time-words, or words that have to do with the
onceptior of lime—the scason, the hour, the day.  The first word trans-
ed ““time” was the word *“scason ;” the second word translated

time’* was ““ hour”—* That it is now the high hour to awake out of
Jeer, for now is [the day of ] our sulvation nearer than when we believed.”
bat is surely just the text for the London Missionary Society at its great
mniversary, God-given for sueh an oceasion.

There are three great thonghts : First of all love has u debt to pay ;
econdly, there is a seasonable time in God's plan for that debt to be
id ; and thirdly, there is an opportune hour in man's history for that
debt to bie paid.

That is a finc conception which is found in the Holy Seriptures, in the
ew Testament, that as God made the world, so He made the ages,  As
e framed the ages, e constructed them cosmically, just as He con-
ucted the universe.  That conception runs through the entire New
stament.  Just as we lay a corner-stune for a structure, and carry up
lar, and capitol, and arch, and eapstone, completing the architectural
2, 50 God constructed the ages. e Iaid their corner-stone. He reared
* This & 2 brief report of the Annual Scrmon preached before the Londen Mi:

Lty Tempic, Londen, on May10hi. The text was the well-Knuwn pas<age from Panl's Epiatic to

Romang, xiii. 11—"* And that, Kunwing the titee, that now it is hiph e to awake out of
p: for now is our salvation nearer than when we belirved.”
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