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hacksliding snd of deterioration, because she bas listened to other voices
than the voice Divine ; has given way Vo expcdiency and compromise, te
worldliness, to traditions of men, and, above ail, te unbelief in the living
God.

But, in vicw of ail this defection snd unworthiness, how wonderful the
longsuffering patience of our God! Instcad of utter destruction therc is
a prolongation of the day of grace. Yet liere a law of the lcingdom pre-
vails which we cannot afford te ovcrlook : the Churchi-any branch of the
Church-is " savcd through childbearing ;" hier safety, lier continuance
in existence as a living Clîurch, depends upon hier reproduction of churches.
And observe, I dlo not think we are Vo look te inere enlargement, within ber
existing borders, tlîe addition of new memiiers in the spliere of hier local
boundaries, althougli that is sure to accompany the otiier increase on which
I Iay strcs-namely, the briugring to the birthi of churclies beyond ber
limits, or, to use thec apostolie expression, '4in tlîe regions beyond." At the
tribunal of Jesus Christ (0 (Cor. 5 :10), whien tlîe Master reckons -ivithi Bis
servants, may we 'bc permnitted reverently to conceive Hum ssying, "Who
bath begotten nie these ?" and pointing to tVrica snd the East, the ('hurchi
of England would answer thiat sue iwas the mother Chiurch ; and for some
of those in India snd China, American and Britishi Presbyterians would
reply ; and te those in Madagascar and 'Mongolia our Congregational
brethren -would lay dlaimi; and of in u mma sud on the Cougo, the.
Baptists wouldl own the parentage ; and for thiose iii Palynesian islands of
tlic ses, our\Weslevan friends ; aud for tliose in <?'arcnganze and Malaysia,
the IPlymouth Brethrcn ; and for tliose in Labrador and Little Thibet and
aniong Jerusalemi lepers, flie Moravian Churcli. But oh! fice oniinous
silence of dead and 1-uried ciurhs-d(eadl aud burie<l because the ]aw of
their continued existence 'vas set nt nouglit; no daughtcr churches after
tlîcir image, in their own likenems, to, < risc up and caîl tlîem blessed.'
Thcir naine and their inemorial bas perishetl witlî thein.

A word conccrning flic reproduction of mission cliurches in the lik-encss;
of thle mother Clîurcli. In whosc image dues any truc iother love to sec
flic refietion in the clîild she lias b'orne?! lier own or lier husband's image ?
There ean be but one answer : the inothe~r drliglits te sec flic lineaments;
of her husband reproduced in lier child. Is it so in the Churcli! Is there,
not effort evervwherc to perpetuatc the special fcaturcs of flic niother
Churcb, rather tlian a jealous longing to sec imiparted flic imiprcss of the
living Lord upon ncwlv born clinrcee ini heatlieîidor n d clsewhere ! 1s;
not precions turne oftcntimcs wasted. in the attempt te transmit crecds and
catechisins and liturgies- whichi arc noV m, sential toflie growth aud "vell
being of ncwlv gathercd, companies; of hehievers ; or te recat, under
unsuitable conditions. forms and cercinnies wlîicli linder rather than
hasten proggress toward full stature ; aud whlîi tend tto stereotvpe, ou
far-off firlds, those différences whiclî-in sonle aspects at lcat-are a
scandai and a weakness te Christianity?1
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