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the company with marvellous accounts of a recent trip to China. He told
them all that he had seen in the far East, and, for their entertainment,
a great many more things which he had not seen. After a while the judge
asked him about Christian missions. IHec went glibly over the stock criti-
cisms of 1nissionaries, and pronounced them first-class frauds and their work
an utter and hopeless failure. The judge said very emphatically : ‘ I have
been an ardent admirer of foreign missions. T have always given liberally
to their support, but I have given the last cent I shall ever contribute to
this cause.”’ The next morning the judge, the youth, and myself met in
the smoking-room. I told him how happy I was to meet a man who had
been in China, and asked him in what part of China he had been. ¢ Hong-
Kong,”” he replied. “‘How long?’ *‘Six weeks.” “Did you visit
Canton #7  ““Vo.”” “Did you call at Shanghai?”’ ‘“No.” ¢ Are
you acquainted with any of the missionaries in Hong-Kong "” ¢ No.”
*¢ Did you see anything of the work of the Basel Mission in that place ¢”
«No.”” ¢ Heard nothing of their schools and orphanages 2’ ¢ No.”’
¢ Ever been to a chapel 3* ‘“No.” ‘‘Ever scon the outside of a mis-
sionary’s house #’ ¢ No.”” ‘ Well, you are a fine fellow to set yourself
up as a critic of missions. You have never been to China at all, only to
the British colony of Hong-Kong, have never seen a missionary, a mis-
sionary’s home or chapel, and yet you pose as an authority on Chinese
missions. You ought to be ashamed of yourself.”” And to his eredit,
I think he was ; for the young ladies could not get him to say a single
word about China from that time until we reached San Francisco. These
are the men who know all about missions.

The other class of travellers is interested in everything that is good.
They take nothing at second-hand which they can possibly get direct.
They visit the missionaries in their homes, attend services in their chapels,
and visit their schools and hospitals. A part of their business is to study
this great problem of missions. It is a suggestive fact that these persons
who know about missions from personal observation and si dy are their
most enthusiastic supporters. I met a man at Northfield last” summer,
who some years ago visited most of the mission ficlds of the world. He
spent several days at Kiukiang, where I was then laboring. He was all on
fire with enthusiasm for missions. He told me that since their return from
abroad he had made missionary addresses in 1100 churches and his wife in
1500. Whose testimony is to be received '

It is & very unpleasant and delicate task to refer to the other critics of
missions—viz., the naval men. I would be sorry indeed to think that
they are all Lieutenant Woods or Captain Marthons. No man is more
highly respected by the missionary body in China than Commander Barker
of the United States steamship Marion. He studied missions m every
port he visited and wrote to the home papers commending the work, It
is, however, an exception for an officer from a man-of-war to visit a mission
chapel. Not long since there was a letter published from Captain Marthon,




