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A Rich Country.

THE LARDEAU, ARGENTA AND DUNCAN'S IN THE
KOOTENAY—AN ENCOURAGING
OUTLOOK.

Tho attontion of those desiring safe aud re-
munerative investments in the direct line of
tho assured growth of the couutry, has been
directed very strongly of lite, to the Kootenay
country. ‘Those who have ever visited this
promising section of British Columbia are un-
animous in the verdict that i* isono of the moat
wonderful of thoso rich ficlds, which seem to be
only waiting that magiz wand, the miner’s pick,
to pour forth their treasurers into the lap of
commerce.

Of this section General-Superintendent II.
Abbott, of the C. P. R., said, a short time ago,
that his company wounid, 11 probability, be
very astive in that region during the coming
year.

Speaking of the resources of the section, Mr.
Abbott stated that come remarksbly rich mia-
ing ground has beca discovered duriog the past
seazoa, and notably in the Slocan and Lardeau
country.

Tho Great Northern and Hasking gro~p of
mincs are locat>d in the latler section on'y a
short distance from Lardeaun City, at tho lead
of the arm of the Upper Arrow Lake, aud
several other good propettics are located in the
same vicinity.

The Great Northern is probuably onc of the
largest bodics of galepa ore which has as yet
been discovercd in Kootenay. The ledge, some
30 feet in width, has been located for along
distauce. In two places it has been croes cut
by patural depressions, which demonstrates the
remarkabtle width of the ledge. This property
has been purchkased by the Rockefullers and
will Jc developed for all it is wordh in the
spring. The mines of this rich section will
naturally send their ores for shipment, sorth
to the ecast arm of the Upper Arrow Lake,
which is the outlet for the Fish Creck and
Lardeau mines, Il-re at tae head of raviga-
tion is lucated the towa of Lardeau. The
paturs]l advantages of the situation of this
trwn tozether with the fact thatitisthecen're
of a count1iy of undoubted richucss makes it
safe ¢o predict for it & wonderful growth during
the coming season. The general value of prop-
criy has increased from 100 to 500 per cent. in
the Slocan country in the year past, and the
same will be true of the sectiva iu and
around Lardeau, Investois are hecomiog anare
of tho fact, and rapiily securing the chaicg
locatione. Ample railcoad conuections are al-
ready iu sight, and thcre is ¢very reason to
say that this rich region will soon put forth
somo astouishing devilopments.

Argents, on the norzh end of the Kooteniy,
and Duacans, on the Upp r Kooteuny, are also
promising towns, lozated whero they are sure
to catch the trade of rapidly developing mia-
ing sections, and both of them offec very strong
inducements to thosc who wish to get in on the
ground floor and so take alvantaze of the rush
which will presently be made to that region.
Some excellent placer claims have bzen discov-
ered near Dupcan’s and the future of the town
looks very bright.

Mr, Hoary Croft, M. P. P., of Victoria, is
handling propertica in all the above mentioned
places and is prepared to furnish anyone who
wishes it, with complete information regarding
uny oc all of them.

A large number of Victorians are interested
in Port Ang:les, and the publio gencrally will
bo interested to know that it is proposed to
run a 1ailvoad from that place to Grey’s Har-
bor and thence by ferryto connect with Victo.
ria. Tuis will give au added impotus to Porst
Aungeles real estate aad enable those whe
have property in that tcwn to real’zs on the
investment.

Ano her opportunity for those who desire a
convenient suburban reeidence is given in
Saanichton, which ia located on the Sidney &
Saanich railroad, a station of which road ison
the property.

A hotel, store aad other buildings have gone
up lately and lots are being freoly purchased.
The trains will bring residents to towa io such
a way as to make residing ia Saanichton oven
wore convenient than it would be thrze or four
miles out of Victoria.

The number of inqtuiries received by Me.
Croft regarding thesc and other properties
which he is handling, show plainly that Beitish
Columbia gescrally is becoming a strovg fa-
vorite with those who have money to invest in
real es’ate aud kindred lines. The coming
year will no doubt be an active one in thess
properties. —Victorin Colonist.

The Canadian Coat of Arms.

Ia his book oa the “lIistory and Traditions
of the Cavadian Beaver,” Mr. Horace T. Mar.
tio makes an in*eresting suyggestion in regard
to the place of the beaver in Canada’s armorial
bearings. It is rather disconcertiog to learn
that in the opinicn of the flerald's Coilege
peither beaver, crown, nor wriath really per.
tain to thoe arms of the Dominion of Canada,
and Mr. Douglas Brymmer, the Dominion
arcaivist, confirms this statement by declaring
that he caa find no autheutie reference to the
heaver in councction with the arms of Canada,
nor is it mentioned in the descriptions of the
Great Seal, The fiest to make use of the beaver
as acrest was Sir Willan Alexandur, who
was raised to the pecrage by the title of Vis.
count Sterlieg in 163). The crigwnal intention
was to graut him the right to the armsof New
Scotlaad (Nuva S.otis), quartered with his
owa, winlst the new blazou indicated his new
title of Lird of Canuda, asacquired ia Juue,
1633.  But though ths beaver would not uppear
toproperly pertata to the arms of the Dominion,
it wasadopted ia carlier times to the designs
for Canadisn currevcy snl portage stamps,
and an upauthenticatzd shicld gives a very
cwiious heraldic teaver, and is supposed by
tome to have been at oae time the arms of Can.
ada. ‘The beaver, morcover, is so clotely in-
terwoven with the carly histocy of Canada,
that Mr. Martin ventures a sogyestion. Can-
ada's presenc arms, he eays, with all their com-
plications, are very expressive and wuch ad-
mired. Sugjcstions should, therefore,”bo in
the form of additions, not reductions. The
desiga bo proposes is the addition rs a crest to
the cxisting arms of an Impcrial crown, a sym.

bol of membership of the Empire; motto, Le
Canada d'abord, **a sentiment worthy or our
magnilicent future”; supporters, the Cauvadian
beaver resting on maple boughs, *‘embodying
a recognition of our traditions and early hist-
ory.” Tho suggestion is a gaod one. —Cunadian
Gazette.

PR

Wild Pigcons.

There is overy probability that in a year or
two wild pigzons will appear in Manitoba and
tho Northwest, in numbors a3 great as existed
thirty or *fagty years ago in Oatario, when the
passing flocks were like clouds in the air, and
when tho trees in the woods wers loaded and
the braaches bent by 2 multitude of fluttering
birds. The great flocks of wild pigeons, num-
bering millions, are now in California, and are
moving northwards. They will likely appear
in British Columbia aud west of the Rocky
Mountains next season, then gcatter over Alber-
ta and the Péace River country, and afterwards
arrive in Maunitoba.  About twenty-five years
ago wild pigeons were in this countey in great
numbers.  The food of these birds is chiefly in.
seets and berries, which are, during the sum-
mer, cxceedingly plentiful in Manitoba, Last
season ihere were many wild pigaons in the
wooded districts along the Pembinn River, and
a few small flocks visited the stooks on grain
ficlds near Pilot Mouad. Wild pigeoas have a
habit of building their nests together and some-
times mullions of pigeons will bre:d in one
grove, Thire is no account of the birds bree 2.
ing in great numbers in Mavitora, althougn
there is no reason why they should avoid this
province.—Pilot Mound Sentinel,

Winnipeg Industrial,

Tie fiest meeting of the new board of direc-
tors of the Winaipeg ladustrial Fxhibition As-
sociation, was held on Jan 21. D. Sprague vas
elected prosident, and \W. B. S:arcth, vice, The
following puriinent com-nittees wera strazk :
Fioance Co nmittea—Scarth, Mitshell, Carru.
thers, Buwlf, Taylar, Strang.  Grouads and
bhultings committce—Drewry, Risk, Wesbrook,
Humlton, Carruthers, Brydon, Smith, Wolf,
Harris, Ald. \Wyatt Priating committee —Bull,
Weshriok, Welf, Wyats, Barrows.  Prizs list
committece—Strang, Ball, Mitchell, H umilton,
Boyd, Brydoa, Swmith, Risk. Astractions—
Drewry, Strang, Wesvrook, Mitchell, Bawli,
Bayd, Smith, Wolf, Hurris, Bul  Traasporta.
tion—Drewry, Barrows, Taylo:, All. Dawson,
Scarth. J. H. Ashlowa teadered his resigea.
tion as director, which was accepted. Mc. Bur-
rows brought up the question of holding the
Daminion exhibition hero this year or next,and
with this ead in visw,moved that the following
~Sprague, Boyd, Scarth, Deewry, and the mo-
ver—be appiinted a ep:cial co nmittes for the
parpose of securiog a grant from tire Domivion
Goverament, s0 a3 o give to this exhibition for
the current year, the charazter of a Dominion
exhibition.

The Dominion Minister of the Interior has
decided to increase the commission payments
to those stea:nship agants who encourage book-
ings to Winnipeg and the Canadian Northwest
instead of Australia.
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