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A violent stormn in 1 733 miay have catiscd a smaîl sundry portion. of its waters te
detach itself frorn the parent charmel, and pursue its course onwards amidst sun-
dry subdivisions and re-unions. In 1843 a stili more violent tempest occasions a
btill more dreadfi convulsion-the principal volume is separated into two distinct
btreanls. of nearly equal dimensions. It is surely, a question of little practical meý-
mient whsicli of these, rival branches shali be reg-,arded-as-the great"I national" river,
since-they bath trace thecir eng-in to the samne spning. A philanthropie projector
need not b.> accountcd oflieiou"s or visionary, who is engaged in an anxious endea-
vor te render that brandi, wvhich lie deemis incomparlibly superior te its rival in
point. of' purity and -importance, stili deeper, more useflil, and more navigable, by
diverting into its bosoum the stream that separated front the main trunk about a ceni-
tury before, and lias not only been constantly increasing lit magrnitude, but pre-

1-vn~ vitlîout the sligbtest dimun;tion or defilement,etlie',viril purity of the
fouiifamn, fromn ihich thec waters origyinally issued. Might not an eng-incer, wvho
'iras ilitent o11 the accounphishiment osuch a seheme, iËýfinredl tliat -the "rder'
takzing must prove abortive, tantil the controverted genealogicai qiwestion had bcn
sttlec, bave been excueed tbr exclaîming-" andon a gTreat work ; wvh: should

the work cease, îvhilst 1 leave it, and taolle doiyn to vout ?""'and -%-ould noithei dif-
ficultyas to this recognition be not a little enhtanced,1f in evcry, înap, publishced by
authority, the braiich, î-vlose clainti ve denied, wvas invariably indicatcd as the pa-
rent river, although., in our estimation, fàr less salubrious or bencikiial.

There is, in nîly judgcnient, one.striki ne contrast between the Dissenting bodies
and tic Establishmient. Many aged and pieus menibL*rs of the former travel tel'
or twenty miles every Sabbat& to_ hear froni the lips of'a beloved pastor Il ail the
ivords of' this life,"-wvhilst not a fcwy decent, devout parishoners walk as grreat a
distane fbr the purpose ofavoidin- the frigid or flippant ininistrations of a care-
less and unpr'pular stipendiary. 1 belix..v, also, that infidels are sooner and more
strongly influcnced by the acldresses of a congregation-paid than by those of a
siate-paid iiniister. ihey aro nîuch more incelined to believe in the disinterested
earnestness of the for-mer, in wyhose case they think that there is less probability of -

Lis hiavingy been actuated. when resolving tastudy for the Churth, lîy seculararid sor-
did considerations. They are unwilling te acknowvled ' e, as the successors and1 repre-
sentatives of' Paul and Peter, such ,pastors as look for lhe enforcement of their rights
te tbe Court of Session, and for the augmentation of their incoiines- to the Court of
einds. To such an exhorter theyv -%voutd be inclined to say. Ilou Vicees oij'evre,"

-vont arc onfly anl ecclesiastical tradcsnîan; tbey regard ail his labours as pýrofes-
sional rather than spontanenus. They"1 cannot awvay wvith" such Ilgricveus violves,"
a,,, ne4-ither sparing the floi k, non the sheep which docis mot belong te it, and te
whielî their voices are the voices o? strangers, cevet every mnauas- silver or goldl or
apparci, vietlîcr lie does or docs mot enter in and out theïr fold to find pasture.
and alve aIl diligence (1 mean ail legal diligence) to enfonce the erection of church-
es which they cannet ll, and efflect the augmentation of ineomres which tbey donmot
earn.

1iniust be pardoned for once more e\pressing my regret tliat there slîould be SO,
MUAnc importance attaclied ont our part, not mcrely to our own assumption of thiz;
appellation of'- national" elhurch, but to the unqualified acquiescence in our claimt
on the part o? ail oiler denomninations. XVe eourselves objec. strenuotisly to the
epitbet; Il atliolicl" as ustirped by the lRomish apostasy, because suehu a titie ituplies
ant unînerited and excliisiî e supremney, and vintually debars ail other churches
front being comiprehendeé wî%,tlin thII universal" pale. The adjective"I national,"
aJs a1lplicd te a Particular lody, is fnu less grating and offensive to the feelings of
ail other communions, inasmutch as 'tsubsitutes pre-eminence for parity, and :may
be construed inte a pretension on the part o? those whû appropriate it, to be av-
knoivledid as thic nat.tint," since they expect te be regarded as being alone and

excusi~lyhe emerso? ue naxens" hurh.Imnust reiterate my conviction
that sprh a titie ought not Io exist àt ail in any country whlere the "lnation" is split
Up into sets and parties, any more tliun, ini the Han~se o? Commons, any -faction
wouild be justiied in expecting to be exclusivc-lv dcsianat,! sfrigteI ai
oital" represèntauen. of-dasorngU"nt-

At the commiencement ofthe sixth letter, Sir George givcs some di-


