
AND ADVERTISER.

JULY, I872.

TI-E NEW COPYRIGHT ACT.
TuEr: rnauvy urgent andl lîcî-si-iit of~utsu the Dominion
(%'ovelîiineiît te) gi-t tie Iîiipîrial autitorities to takze ctig-
iteance ufthe aîzonialies of lthe copyright laiv in Can:tîla,
MAti te sanctiou native repiiting as a reîaedy for its de-
ftets, haviîîg failei] of any resilt, nitr Parliament lia-;
-lzil the ittitiative lu tme itiatter, and lias passe] anl
Act legahizin- lte reprinting tif English Copyright-, lu
lteettt.Ti important zniisttre, towvever, doe--
iot lieronte law until the <3overitor-Generai issues, a
proclaîn ttigi to thal endi -tîte tielay heing deemed ex-
iitlieiit il) tenier thiat the ats'itt (if lte British Gover-
nient iiiay he obtaiiurd, iii caew- h-lave c-xceeded our
powctvrs of legisiation.i

'rThre is little férir but thiat Inmîs-rial i antion will ho
liadi], a'lie Colonial Oflice is ftilly aware of the sub-
stantial ativalttazes te Enghisît nutlor secures by the
Act ; w-hile of the auitors tieît-;elvc-, inany of thte miore
hromninent et tleiin have ltcartil- endlorsed the Act, anti

ariîoiv earnc-stly advocating its acceptance, in tite
Engiieli pîîlilir rrintsq, as heiîîg imuet advanlag ous1
te pirie.l intcrests- at stalze--tînxe of tie anltor.

The Etiglisit ptihlisicrs, it is tlioîglit, -w'Ui p)robably13
etideavouir to pre'-ent tlitc.t hieing asseteàc to hy the
iEritisi Cioverniien(-it, .vilth tîte lope ut hindering ils
goig itt operation lîcre. Titeir olject in takzing titis
rourse il regard to lte B3i11le their dtssire to retain thte
C;iu.îliaii mar-et iii tit-ir exclumsive prsseisioza-a% ma-
k-et they havé. itithterto enuil anti negicei. Lize
B3ritish stalesien iii regard lu) ur po-litical relations,
irw liat lte niarlzet lias gruu ltu lie uf sttch iimplortance,

tlie3' wislt to h-cep) it ever it leailing stlrings, in tîtter
iguorance, at tue sanie tinte, uf thte ti-intn'sof ifs--
io.silton, or of tite. accessilies ot tce country.

Mlliat the pecuiiariticî tif «tir 1 iisition it regardi lu
titis niatter ot copyright andi tite sitppiy ut our intei-
lectîtal -%vants are, our- teorfu course ]smoiw. Thiat
te Can-vlian traile da so itituceli tif ils litera-y sup-

plie.s front New York ami liîstuti, thtey cîjually sveli
know, is tt lthe faait ut the ]3îuk Importers of thte

- iiiîttry. Thae mten of tite trade ttruglioîtt tuie Dominion
are inutenttrelv utf Çanatlian or British origijn, and]
ail tue NvItolesale dealei-s lia% c ks5 nipatîtieb and predilec-
tiuns in favour of tîte English market, %vhither they go an-
aually to pixr-cltase for tuieur ,e% et-ai constituents. Tîtat
tiiey ail should hie reprcsenled lit London, generally
every year, where they corne in contact uaith lea]-
îng pubJashmr in the business relations tltey arc per

imittoîl ti iaN . N itit titit and tbatwitlî a fuil knowledge,
whIicli theY freeiv cotîmuniicatte teu the trade, of the cii'-
cuinîstances of the Colonial inarizet, ant ian etîteiprise
whIielt promtps thiie t hnvy JargeoN if met advail.
taeouîsly anîd reasonialbyi tat they, w- ;ay, slîould
rettîra to bliy the sautîe ptublications in a foreigut and
alieu niarket is stirely not lthe fauit of the native tride.
That we sîtouli] have the option of buying it the Amieni-

cauniarkcet is, further, not tite fauilt of Canadian book-
clrbut the consequeiw.e ut our piecuiliar position, as

econtrastcd with thiat of utîter Britishi Volonies. And] it
is tlins geugraphical relatinnsl to the Uniteil States
twiiere titise reprints are prochlueul, and] wlîence tiiey
radiate over a coineîînt the reiding capacity of the
people of wliili is one ofth Ui arveis of Uie tige) that
tie cotîservative Englîshi publisiier w~ili flot see, and yet
it is a cireuînistaîîce lt our case wliicli calls for speciai
atttcnitizl ani aul aaptation of ti-ade (icaiu«'.

It .vas tliis cireumrstance titat led to the coc-~~caof
1847, peruîittingr us to traîle lu Ainericai reprints of Eng.

lu cprgt; aund for Lonîdon publieslters ta simut their
eves to the thnnisaîd utiles of ahnot-st inglistiîguishiahîe
l>oundfary uine tlîat tlivitiesý ezanada fronît the Easteru andi
Nortiicru Statez, andi to prescrih- lthe intercliange Ii
literai-,Yeoinînoitiios Iictween tiie-se coinitries is as absurd

ait svouiii lit to liimit tue jillnate tradli ieiings of Scot-
lanti ndi Engiand rit the h)ortiers, or to cect the parallel
fine of 20 w'c.-t longitude in Eng«lail into a restrictive
conmmiercial hoimîtiary across .viiei the people of eitîter
xstie shltil ]lave no tlealings.

'l'ie -rnîsaî' tif our c.nitigaous position to the
Ussit4-îi St.tti' s, îlt essentiai elenient in the con-
siiicî-atiîn -of tit cawe ;buit the Englisi. ipulilisliers hiave

lensslibiw lu rececognize titis, antd sù inelastic in their
N t. tif t i iîsuc as t<î lirevent tlieir meeting the

Cntiaîtrade %%ili sucli concessions iii 11w-jr ternis as
tuec truii-nîstances reîînired ainti tiiey could affonti.
çviisitieing tue growving extelit of flic niak-et, it
wutlil1 lia% e ticen iiîati-rial wartit tlieir whiie to ]lave done
.NuJ, az: it i~.,, it i., no %voniier tliat so anucli of the native trade
lias fîuttnd its na3 tii thei Anteritan marketts. Moreover,
tii-se iery na-ctlarge an-1 important as thxey are,
aindbeing àundered front thue juri-sdiction of the Iniperial
Copyriglit Act, nslight havi- bren, to a great cxteiat,

tr tar tIit Englilsh source,; of supply, ha] the
pablisliing firms .-f London, shak-ing off their oid worl
notionîs and abantdoning their irmsuar restrictireness,
adapted the rtyle au-I 1 -1ze of their publications to tihe
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